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Study Deliverable: Documented Long-Term Vision
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Community Engagement Overview



STRATEGIC DIRECTION
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Envisioning a Corridor with…
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Thriving Places Safe + Attractive Streets

Resilient Communities
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Aligned with Citywide Initiatives
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1. We Will Chicago: principles of equity and resiliency

2. Connected Communities: expanded geography and range of transit-oriented development 
benefits

3. CTA/CDOT Better Streets for Buses: determining key bus routes for bus priority 
improvements



LAND USE FRAMEWORK
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Defining a 
Neighborhood 
Center
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Higher density development

Examples: markets, pharmacies, 
restaurants, retail, and bars

Variety of affordability and unit types
Designed to be comfortable, convenient, 
and accessible for all ages and abilities

Examples: schools, libraries, banks, 
and hospitals

Reliable service and multi-modal 
connections



Proposed Corridor 
Neighborhood Centers
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Land Use Framework
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Neighborhood Center
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Hub of concentrated mixed-use activity

Recommended Primary Uses:

Active ground floor (including commercial), 
housing above the ground floor, office above the 
ground floor

Recommended Density:

3-4 floor area ratio (FAR), highest of the corridor 

Recommended Zoning:

Primary: B3-3

Secondary: B2-3, B3-2, B2-2, B3-5, B2-5



Housing Infill
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Prioritized area for increasing housing 
along the corridor

Recommended Primary Uses:

Residential uses, small-scale limited 
neighborhood-serving commercial (coffee shop, 
salon, laundromat, etc.) at the ground floor 

Recommended Density:

2-3 FAR, higher density at corners and areas with 
high pedestrian activity

Recommended Zoning:

Primary: B2-2

Secondary: B3-2, B2-3, B3-3



Commercial Transition
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Dominant commercial area 

Recommended Primary Uses:

Commercial uses at the ground floor with 
potential office and/or residential above 

Recommended Density:

2-3 FAR, higher density at corners and areas with 
high pedestrian activity

Recommended Zoning:

Primary: B3-2

Secondary: B3-3, C1-2



Land Use Framework
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REDEVELOPMENT RESOURCES
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Renovation + Development Toolkit
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• In addition to required zoning 
standards and other applicable 
guidelines, like the 
Neighborhood Design Guidelines

• To gain inspiration and identify 
best practices examples for 
common project types along the 
corridor

• To review proposed projects 
along the corridor



Adaptive re-use for existing historic buildings
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Renovation / re-use Storefront conversion to housing



Prioritize underutilized sites for new construction

27

Mixed use, active ground floor Ground floor residential



Proposed Corridor 
Neighborhood Centers
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Sample Neighborhood Center Analysis
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Primary zoning & 
relevant districts

High-level context and 
community priorities

Opportunity site 
locations and photos

Locator 
map

Character 
buildings

Existing 
transportation 
infrastructure



Sample Neighborhood Center Opportunity Sites



Sample Neighborhood Center Implementation Recommendations
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Sample Priority Opportunity Site
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STUDY FINALIZATION + 
IMPLEMENTATION
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Public Review of Draft Recommendations
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CPC Informational Presentation: Aug 18

Draft Study Report Posted: Sept 30

Final Public Meeting: Oct 6 (Zoom)

Northtown Library Exhibit: Oct 6-Nov 8

Online Survey: Sept 30-Oct 31



Public Survey Results
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170 responses

84% strongly agreed or agreed with the study’s themes and goals

71% strongly agreed or agreed with the land use and development recommendations

67% strongly agreed or agreed with the mobility and public realm recommendations

66% believed the study would be useful or very useful to guide future land use, development, 
circulation, and public realm decisions
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Steering Committee
City Departments and Sister Agencies:

• Chicago Transit Authority (CTA)

• Chicago Department of Planning & Development 
(DPD), Zoning

• Chicago Department of Buildings (DOB) 
Stormwater Review Group

• Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP)

Elected Officials:

• 40th Ward, Ald. Vasquez

• 47th Ward, Ald. Martin

• 49th Ward, Ald. Hadden

• 50th Ward, Ald. Silverstein

Neighborhood Organizations:

• North Center Neighborhood Association

• Heart of Lincoln Square Neighbors Association

• West Ridge Community Organization

Chambers of Commerce / Special Service Areas:

• Lincoln Square Ravenswood Chamber of Commerce 
(SSA #21)

• Northcenter Chamber of Commerce (SSA #38)

• Rogers Park Business Alliance (SSA #43)

• West Ridge Chamber of Commerce

Advocacy / Expert Groups:

• Active Transportation Alliance

• Center for Neighborhood Technology

• DePaul Institute for Housing Studies



It Takes a Village
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We must continue to work as a team over the long term

PRIMARY IMPLEMENTERS BASIC IMPLEMENTATION STEPS

Alderpersons

City Departments / 
Sister Agencies

Chambers of Commerce / 
Special Service Areas

SUPPORTING GROUPS

Neighborhood Orgs

Advocacy Orgs

Neighbors

Identify and allocate resources for projects based on 
study’s recommendations

Pilot innovative policies and projects along the corridor 
and evaluate their impacts to refine and expand what 
works

Use the study recommendations and guidelines to 
evaluate and advocate for projects

Promote development opportunities to 
business/property owners and developers and assist 
them with navigating the processes



Thank You!
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