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Study Deliverable: Documented Long-Term Vision

+

+

Policy recommendations for: -

+

+

+

Land use
Development
Infrastructure

Identification of opportunity areas for:

+
+
+

Public realm improvements
Transit & mobility improvements
Future neighborhood development

Implementation strategy
for short- and long-term

projects
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The Planning Team
DPD _

Department of

Department of
Planning and

Transportation
Development

BUSINESSES

site

Project Leadership

Planning
Urban Design

Sub Consultants

SOM Latent Sam Borderless
Planning + Design Schwartz Community
Urban Design [ Achitecture + Mobility + Engagement

Urban Design
Support

Transportation

Territory
Engogement
Collaborator




Process Timeline

2021 2022
Topical V7 Locational
o® O ©®
Phase I: Phase 2 Phase 3:
Review and Analysis Principles, Strategies, and Concepts Refinement and Documentation
O Public Meeting Nov. 17
. . Chicago Plan
@, Steering Committee Commission

® Focus Group



Community Engagement Overview

WORKING GROUPS OUTREACH + COMMUNICATIONS

3 STEERING +30,000

COMMITTEE POSTCARDS
MEETINGS MAILED

JANUARY & JULY 2021

AUGUST 2022 +40 BUS STOP ADS
40 0 INTERIOR BUS ADS

FOCUS
1 1 GROUPS +1,700
SESSIONS ONLINE SURVEY
RESPONSES
MARCH 2021

MARCH 2022

@ +40 BUSINESSES |NTERVIEWS
YOUTH

COUNCIL +2,500 555
MEETINGS

JANUARY, FEBRUARY

&
& APRIL 2021 o S| WeBSITE+
. | sociAL MEDIA
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. Safe + Attractive Streets
Thriving Places v
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Resilient Communities



/ 0.\ e
Locate most daily destinations >

within a 15-minute walk from ~

Th I'iVing P|aces neighborhoods along the corridor 254 o

Vg

-

Activate underutilized
properties and
storefronts including
infill housing

This diagram is illustrative of planning and design and ground floor
concepts. It does not represent a specific location. residential uses

\.

Storefront activation

Storefront to residential
conversion

Concentrate density and high
foot traffic commercial activity
within strategic mixed-use
neighborhood centers

T —
Residential infill




Thriving Places

VT

Site furniture

Landscape

Public spaces and Public art
programming

Set new buildings
back along narrow
sidewalks

This diagram is illustrative of planning and design
concepts. it does not represent a specific location.

Increase range of types
and affordability levels for

housing along and near the
corridor to increase density

while protecting naturally

occuring affordable housing

Support higher
density mixed-use
development within
neighborhood
centers

Activate and
upgrade
underutilized
storefronts
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Safe +
Attractive
Streets

Establish bus transit
priority infrastructure

Support Western Avenue's
purpose as a strategic regional
arterial that facilitates the
efficient and safe movement
of people and goods

Improve pedestrian safety through
traffic calming at crossings

Clearly define role in larger
bike network by improving
east-west connection across
and directing North-South
traffic to lower stress routes




ty Improvements Toolkit

\

Safe +
Att ra Ct ive Multi-modal mobility hubs  Bus priority Pedestrian crossing Curb management ike network navigation
Street S Source: InterTraffic infrastructure improvements infrastructure
.

Improve appearance
and performance of
the urban landscape
with increased
street trees and
green infrastructure

=

[

S

Improve bike network
connections and
network navigation

This diagram is illustrative of planning and design
concepts. It does not represent a specific location.

Clarify and enforce
curb management
restrictions for street
parking, loading, and
ride share zones

Optimize signal
timing for bus travel
and pedestrian
crossings
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Resilient
Communities

Supporting Resilient Community Systems

Public Realm Design
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Environmental

Air Quality
Disaster Resilience

Stormwater

Heat Island
Biodiversity

Noise Pollution

Equity

Accessibility
Mental Health

Sociocultural

Physical Health
Safety

Community Cohesion

Economic

Income Neighborhood Amenities
Employment Storefront/Site Vacancy
Business Success Activation

-

Sustainable design standards
Increase connection and availability of open space

Activate and program public spaces

Equitable Land
Use Framework

Establish mixed-use neighborhood centers

Concentrate commercial uses where
they will be most successful

Expand housing types and affordability levels

Multi-modal
Transportation Network

Improve and expand transit, pedestrian, bike,
and other micro-mobility infrastructure

Establish accessible mobility hubs for
convenient transfers between modes
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Aligned with Citywide Initiatives

1.  We Will Chicago: principles of equity and resiliency

2. Connected Communities: expanded geography and range of transit-oriented development
benefits

3. CTA/CDOT Better Streets for Buses: determining key bus routes for bus priority
improvements

15
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: Mixed-Use Core

Delfining a Transit Service : Higher density development
1 Reliable service and multi-modal
NEIghbothDd connections

: Commerce

restaurants, retail, and bars

center Institutions : Examples: markets, pharmacies,

Examples: schools, libraries, banks,
and hospitals :

Active Public Realm '

) . : Housing within a 15-Minute Walk
Designed to be comfortable, convenient, : :

and accessible for all ages and abilities Variety of affordability and unit types
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Proposed Corridor
Neighborhood Centers
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Land Use Framework
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Neighborhood
Center

Commercial
Transition
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Neighborhood Center

Hub of concentrated mixed-use activity

Recommended Primary Uses:

Active ground floor (including commercial), ,_
housing above the ground floor, office above the #iEf
ground floor '
Recommended Density:

3-4 floor area ratio (FAR), highest of the corridor

Recommended Zoning:
Primary: B3-3
Secondary: B2-3, B3-2, B2-2, B3-5, B2-5




Housing Infill

Prioritized area for increasing housing
along the corridor

Recommended Primary Uses:

Residential uses, small-scale limited
neighborhood-serving commercial (coffee shop,
salon, laundromat, etc.) at the ground floor

Recommended Density:

2-3 FAR, higher density at corners and areas with
high pedestrian activity

Recommended Zoning:

Primary: B2-2

Secondary: B3-2, B2-3, B3-3




Commercial Transition

Dominant commercial area

Recommended Primary Uses:

Commercial uses at the ground floor with
potential office and/or residential above

Recommended Density:

2-3 FAR, higher density at corners and areas with
high pedestrian activity

Recommended Zoning:

Primary: B3-2

Secondary: B3-3, C1-2




Land Use Framework
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Neighborhood
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Transition
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Renovation + Development Toolkit

In addition to required zoning
standards and other applicable
guidelines, like the
Neighborhood Design Guidelines

To gain inspiration and identify
best practices examples for
common project types along the
corridor

To review proposed projects
along the corridor

Neighborhood Design Guidelines

Pedestrian Street Design Standards
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Adaptive re-use for existing historic buildings

Renovation / re-use Storefront conversion to housing




Prioritize underutilized sites for new construction

Mixed use, active ground floor Ground floor residential
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Proposed Corridor
Neighborhood Centers
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sample Neighborhood Center Analysis

Primary zoning & High-level context and  Opportunity site
community priorities

relevant districts

locations and photos map

PRIMARY ZONING 854 TIF DISTRICT

4 ‘Westarn Avenu|
B3-1 and B3-2 Sq':f_‘f:g'm North
(expiras 2024

Existing Conditions

Major crossroads with important

bus connections, high ridership

stops, CTA Brown Ling, and high
pedestrian and bike activity

Regional destination for commercial
and cultural activities

Surrounding neighborhoods have high
development pressure and increasing
concerns with housing affordability

Community Priorities

Promote a more multi-modal district
with less reliance on private vehicles
Improve pedestrian experience and
connectivity, especially to and from
nearby neighbornoods and the new
Lincoln Avenue arts district

Increase development density and
activation, including a range of
affordability levels for residential units
Improve transit and transfer experience
Support local businesses

¢ density commercisl

parking (site}

D) Low density commerzial
3 it parking feie)

@ Parking lot (site}

arui commercial and
office building with parking (sit)

Locator

- .

4740 N Wested

Character
buildings

Existing
transportation
infrastructure

Character Building:
Unique style of building that plays sn important
rali in the neighborhood character. These are

| buildings that should be prioritized for renovation
to maintain historic facades whenever possible.

4851 N Western

-

Low density

commercial

with parking
Low density S

‘commercial

with parking

Undentilizad
commercial and
office building
with parking

Low density
commercial

Parking lat

Parking lot

gy Exinting Bike Route

o Opportunity Site
[ )OS ——

e Traffic Signal [’:j) Character Building

@ CTA Bus Stop



sample Neighborhood Center Opportunity Sites

Opportunity Site Criteria:
- 1. Current use is incompatible
DBfIIlE[I with the long-term future
vision for this area

Opportunity Sites

2. Current structure is MNeighborhood Center #2
Intent: incompatible with the long- =
|dentifving sites that b term future vision for this area APPROX
entifying sites that may be 3.  Siteis underutilized o | ZONING
redeveloped in the future (vacant, square footage is ADORESS EXISTING USE SIT(EBEI}‘E“ (2022)
significantly less than what A A L
is allowed by zoning, etc.) Low densit
: ow density
RerkIRE @D  s6314637NwWestem|  commercial 5,200 B32
Underutilized with parking
commercial and
office building .
with parking @ 4715-4723 N Western Parking lot 18,400 B3-2
Low density Low density
Eiitekcat @ A723-4737 N Western commercial 12,000 B3-2
with parking
Low densily = Low density
ial
b @ 47164748 N Westem commercial 27000 B3-2
with parking
Underutilized
@ 2:,?302'3236“’1‘”9“9“ commercial and office 55,800 B3-2
- AWFENCE § 1) jilding with parking
Low density
© iinaviecs]  conmeca | e | oo
Low density with parking
commercial .
@ 48154851 N wester Low density 24,200 B3-1
commercial
2415 W Gunnison, .
g Existing Bus Route @ opvortunity site @ 4830-4832 N Lincoln Parking lot 25,500 832
3 tg:'ng:gziig 4} Existing Bike Route @ Priority Opportunity Site
. with parking
Low density 6 Traffic Signal Character Building
commercial
@ CTABus Stop

Parking lot



sample Neighb

Proposed intersection improvements and mobility hub

e

B

Placemaking
opportunities

Figure 37. Neighborhood Center #2 Recommendations

orhood Center Implementation Recommendations

Near Term ﬂctinn ltems

Leland Greenway

Bus priority area

* , Existing Biks Routa

4= = = Proposed Bike Route/Greemway ..

Interconnected cpen spaces

Enhanced Public Realm

rs
@ﬁ; Opportunity Site

Proposed Bus Priority Area 7

ﬂ'. Proposed Intersection Improvements

Mote: Graphic is Mustrative of
recommendations that are su

and review by applicable
lai =hol et =t

and design may

hbo 2

Tl

ENPECTED

Property owners:

PARTIES LETH

Public Realm and Infrastriscturs
————
Targeted pubic fealm and intersection
impravements: ian bump outs, bus GOOT, GTA Technical analysis under end of 2024
P P ysi way
stop improvernents, crosswalks, ete.
CTA Westerm Brown Line station upgrades CTA Ir design 2025
CTA plaza area imgrovements and pregramming | 00T Design being completed By end of 2024
Leland Gresrway implamertation coaT Design being campleted By &nd af 2024
Lawrence Averue phass twe Design completed,
strestscape congtruction goor censtruction o begin By end of 2024
Lingaln Avenuis streetscape GoOT Diestigh being completed By end of 2024
Ainshe Ants Plaza COOT Design being completed By end of 2024
Bus priority area improvements COOT, CTA Technical analysis Lnderway By &nd af 2024
Complete parking analysis after several Hisve not vet begun
Jange transit-crierted devenaments cooT mok jt Dagu 2025
Fne been completed teohnioal analysis
Curb management (parking, loading, pick oDoT Harue not yet begun ongaing
Upyinop off, ele) review and refinerment technical anatysis
" " N " GDOT, OTA, Will aer &5 decisions b lacate
Extabiien oty ""’"*c"‘mm'hz‘“"""h Alderpersons, h.:: stops, bike racks, entrances, omach
g :"'“.:": o wﬂﬂe’gmm&; Chamber af Divwy stations, fide share pick up/ aing
e Commeree/SSA [ drop off and car share happen
Land Uze and Development
Camplete affordable halising project 8) that Urdergaing review for
Piawe-already begun Resr Lincokn Squan DOH.DFD developrment approvals By end of 2024
Evalusste projest proposals shang the sorridor
wsing the land use framewark, design guidelines, | Aldempersons, DPD | Underway Ongaing
and ather resamemendations of this study
Complate prajects aceording 1o the land
use framework, design guidelines, and Developers Uriderway Gngaing
oiher recommendations of this study
Froactively shane developrment :m:"
recommentations with owners and interested Commercsy Ursderwary Ongaing
bisyers of developers of apporiunity sites %4 DRD
Programming and Activation
Sices suchas o Clkfaza snaunsle. | Cramberct - | Akeacyhappering, bt ca
: Pl v 3 tirkinl Commerce/SSA, | be expanded or changed with Gngaing
s Plaza to m A upgrades o plaza spaces
a8 community gathesing places
Chamber of .

Contirue and expand public art installation E.!ummef:e.rSSA. .ﬂmﬂy hapﬂeﬂnpm:“ugh Gngaing




Sample Priority Opportunity Site

Outdoor spaces Access parking and
for residents zervice from alley

Step building mass Scul}n building massing
down near lower-scale and facade to break
residential neighborhood down visual bulk

Tallest height at comer

Limit driveway
curb cuts on
_awrence, but if
needed, locate
as far west
as possible

Activate and beauti

public realm with store
windows, planters, public

art, and/or outdoor seating

e

the

Set building back to create more ’ r
pedestrian space on Lawrence and o
Western Aves, especially at the
corner to create a small plaza

i [ Activate ground floor
i with commercial
6" service emm“cdtﬁ# ) or service space

Activate ground floor with
commercial or service
space up against the
sidewalk and public plaza

4" _q
Vadld

cuts on Western Ave

Active Ground Floor
Reinforce visual and pedestrian ‘ . or Seni
connections between the current .
Lincoln Avenue commercial
district and the new Lincoln
Avenue arts district to the north

Residential

Naote: This development L&’ﬁfﬂg

is illustrative of design principles only:
Future project design will look different
and will likely invalve additional commiunity
engagement before approval

32




B STUDY FINALIZATION +
IMPLEMENTATION




Public Review of Draft Recommendations

CPC Informational Presentation: Aug 18
Draft Study Report Posted: Sept 30
Final Public Meeting: Oct 6 (Zoom)
Northtown Library Exhibit: Oct 6-Nov 8
Online Survey: Sept 30-Oct 31

| -\'---'-----L"

fezzniNeics.:

=%" WESTERN AVENUE
5 CORRIDOR STUDY
N

Summary Report

o
“u!..=.l.m=.§

I====. RERNEE
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Public Survey Results

170 responses

84% strongly agreed or agreed with the study’s themes and goals
71% strongly agreed or agreed with the land use and development recommendations
67% strongly agreed or agreed with the mobility and public realm recommendations

66% believed the study would be useful or very useful to guide future land use, development,
circulation, and public realm decisions
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Steering Gommittee

City Departments and Sister Agencies:
. Chicago Transit Authority (CTA)

. Chicago Department of Planning & Development
(DPD), Zoning

. Chicago Department of Buildings (DOB)
Stormwater Review Group

. Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP)

Elected Officials:

. 40t Ward, Ald. Vasquez

. 47t Ward, Ald. Martin

. 49th Ward, Ald. Hadden

. 50t Ward, Ald. Silverstein

Neighborhood Organizations:
. North Center Neighborhood Association
. Heart of Lincoln Square Neighbors Association

. West Ridge Community Organization

Chambers of Commerce / Special Service Areas:

Lincoln Square Ravenswood Chamber of Commerce
(SSA #21)

Northcenter Chamber of Commerce (SSA #38)
Rogers Park Business Alliance (SSA #43)

West Ridge Chamber of Commerce

Advocacy / Expert Groups:

Active Transportation Alliance

Center for Neighborhood Technology

DePaul Institute for Housing Studies
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It Takes a Village

We must continue to work as a team over the long term

PRIMARY IMPLEMENTERS BASIC IMPLEMENTATION STEPS
Alderpersons Identify and allocate resources for projects based on
City Departments / study’s recommendations

Sister Agencies

Chambers of Commerce / Pilot innovative policies and projects along the corridor

Special Service Areas and evaluate their impacts to refine and expand what
works
SUPPORTING GROUPS Use the study recommendations and guidelines to
Neighborhood Orgs evaluate and advocate for projects
Advocacy Orgs Promote development opportunities to
Neighbors business/property owners and developers and assist

them with navigating the processes
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