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Figure  4.2.34
Potential Express Rail to O’Hare and Midway Airports

Figure  4.2.33
The Midwest Regional High-Speed Rail Initiative
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Key Recommendations:

• Facilitate development of the regional high speed rail system.
• Create express rail service to O’Hare and Midway airports from a central downtown terminal

located between State and Dearborn in the Loop.

High Speed Rail

THE PROPOSED REGIONAL HIGH SPEED RAIL SYSTEM WILL USE CHICAGO AS A HUB

The proposed Midwest regional rail system will connect Chicago with the ten largest metropolitan areas
of the Midwest and numerous smaller cities en route.  Trains will operate at speeds in excess of 110
MPH and would reduce travel times substantially. In downtown Chicago the high speed rail network will
be a catalyst for the anticipated office and retail growth in the West Loop area.

Airport Express

EXPRESS RAIL SERVICE TO AIRPORTS FROM A DOWNTOWN AIRPORT TERMINAL OFFERING
BAGGAGE CHECK-IN WILL GIVE THE CENTRAL AREA A POWERFUL COMPETITIVE
ADVANTAGE AS A PLACE TO DO BUSINESS

Chicago is unique among U.S. cities in providing local rail service to both its major airports. On a typical
weekday in 2000, nearly 9,000 riders boarded the Blue Line at O'Hare, making it one of the CTA's
busiest stops.  The existing service, in which trains make all stops, requires more than 45 minutes for the
trip from O'Hare to the Loop.

As part of a comprehensive effort to improve access to all of Chicago's aviation facilities, an express rail
operation is planned to connect a new downtown terminal with O'Hare and Midway Airports.  Express
trains would operate over the O'Hare branch of the CTA Blue Line for the 18-mile journey to the airport.
Dedicated tracks will be used in key locations for faster service.

This presents an outstanding business opportunity for Chicago. The availability of fast, convenient and
comfortable rail service will give the Loop a powerful global advantage as a place to hold business
meetings and locate corporate headquarters and other facilities.

Midway Express trains would operate over a portion of the existing Red Line in the State Street Subway
and the Orange Line to Midway Airport.  The service would utilize an existing unused connection near
16th Street to transition between the Red Line and the Orange Line.  Express trains will be able to
operate with little congestion due to existing Orange Line station spacing.

Both O'Hare and Midway express service would use dedicated high-speed trains with special passenger
amenities and high security cars to carry checked baggage.  The trains would operate from a new
terminal to be located between State and Dearborn in the Loop. Special platform doors would lead
directly to the new downtown terminal, where passengers would be able to obtain a seat assignment
and boarding pass from most carriers and check baggage through to their final destination.  Airline flight
and city information would be available at the station and aboard the train. The airports’ checked
luggage would be transferred directly to secured conveyors in existing tunnels leading to airline
terminals.

The O'Hare Express would make the trip in less than 30 minutes, faster than any other form of ground
travel.  Trains would operate every 15 minutes from approximately 5:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.

Midway Airport Express service is expected to run every 20 minutes between 5:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m.
At the Midway rail station a new pedestrianway and secure baggage conveyer will allow for convenient
passenger connections.

The O'Hare Express offers numerous advantages:
• Funding. As a premium-fare service built as part of the planned airport expansion, the O'Hare

Express would have access to two revenue sources not available to most transit projects - Federal
Aviation Administration airport funding and revenue bonds secured by fare income.

• Support for other transit improvements. The upgraded signaling needed to permit express trains to
pass locals would also permit operation of local trains at two-minute intervals rather than the existing
three, thereby increasing capacity on the Blue Line.

Midwest and National Enhancement Projects
Inter-city enhancement projects will improve national and international connections.

Figure 4.2.35
Trains used in the Midwest High-Speed Rail
Initiative may be similar to the Acela Trains used
in the Northeast Corridor System.

Figure 4.2.36
Express Rail Service from a central downtown
Airport Terminal to Midway and O’Hare Airports
will use dedicated train cars with special passen-
ger amenities.
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Figure  4.2.37
Phase 1 Transportation Improvements
Years 2002-2006

Figure  4.2.39
Phase 3 Transportation Improvements
Years 2012-2016

Figure  4.2.40
Phase 4 Transportation Improvements
Years 2017-2021

Figure  4.2.38
Phase 2 Transportation Improvements
Years 2007-2011

Bus Rapid Transit
O’Hare Express
Pedestrian Bridge
Riverwalk
Roadway Improvement
Signal System Roadway
Reserved Right-of-Way
Water Taxi Route

KEY FOR PHASING DIAGRAMS
CTA Station - Existing
Metra Station - Existing
Metra Terminal - Existing
New CTA Station
CTA Station Renewal
Intermodal Center
Metra Station Renewal
Bike Station
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Transportation improvements will be built in phases to provide increased levels of service as new
development occurs.  The following phasing schedule assigns illustrative dates to some of the
proposed projects.  Others will be added to the phasing schedule as funding permits and demand
requires.

PHASE 1 (2002-2006)
• Resumed Lower Wacker express bus service
• Traffic Management Center
• Carroll Avenue transitway
• Pedestrian improvements
• Modernize Randolph and Roosevelt Road stations on Metra Electric
• Renovate CTA rapid transit stations (ongoing program through all four phases)
• Signal interconnects throughout Central Area
• Upgraded on-street transitways
• Protect rights-of-way
• Downtown Airport Terminal / Airport Express station
• Begin Circle Line

PHASE 2 (2007-2011)
• Wells-Wentworth connector
• Pedestrian bridge across South Branch at Union Station
• Expanded water taxi service
• Bicycle station in West Loop
• Complete the Circle Line

PHASE 3 (2012-2016)
• Monroe Street busway
• Bridge over South Branch at Taylor or Polk

PHASE 4 (2017-2021)
• West Loop Transportation Center

Conclusion

The following next steps should be taken to ensure the transportation plan moves forward:
• Continue feasibility studies
• Protect rights-of-way for future transportation corridors
• Estimate capital and operation costs
• Continue to develop implementation and funding plans
• Build consensus around transportation plan funding
• Complete Central Area parking study

Phasing of Transportation Improvements Next Steps


