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Below:

Bike rental/access node, illustrating
destinations and vertical circulation up
to a trail on the 49th Street rail line from

Halsted Street.




OPEN SPACE

Since 1998, the City’s acquisition
and expansion of new neighborhood
parks has been guided by
CitySpace - An Open Space Plan
for Chicago. A goal of the plan is

to provide a minimum of two acres
of parkland per 1,000 residents in
each of Chicago’s 77 community
areas. Fifteen years after the plan’s
adoption, GHN community areas

remain ranked in the top quarter of

all city community areas in terms of
the amount of open space acreage
per person, with most neighborhoods
possessing a surplus of space relative

to City standards (Figure 7).

A related CitySpace planning goal
was to provide open space within
a reasonable walking distance from
every home in the city. Through

the Campus Park Program, a joint

development initiative of the City,
Chicago Public Schools and Chicago
Park District, more than 100 asphalt
school playgrounds were transformed
into spaces with lawns and
playgrounds for use by students and
neighbors. Nine Campus Parks were
developed at schools in the GHN
area. More than three community
gardens have been built in the

area as well for use by community
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OPEN SPACE GOAL AND STRATEGIES

GOAL: Expand the number and variety of recreational opportunities.

Develop a
neighborhood
park on City-
owned land
adjacent to the
landmark Raber

House.
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Continue to
connect residents,
teachers and
students to
resources and
programs for
developing
community and

school gardens.

Create a new park
in New City that
connects

to Micek Park
along the

Englewood Loop.

Create a public Expand Back of Create the

trail on the the Yards Park Englewood

abandoned 49th along the 49th Line trail on the

Line. Line. abandoned 59th

Line.




residents through agreements FIGURE 7

with the NeighborSpace land trust, GHN AREA OPEN SPACE DEFICIT
AT 2 ACRES PER 1000 RESIDENTS BY COMMUNITY AREA

which was formed as a result of the

CitySpace plan.
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Left: Proposed New City Park, adjacent
to the CSX line. View looking southeast
D over 51st Place toward Hoyne Avenue.
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conservation organization, working
with community residents illustrated
this concept, naming it the New ERA
Trail. Another unused elevated rail
line runs along 49th Street and is
owned by three railroads. The 59th
and 49th Street Lines both end at the

. Inset: Back of the
' Yards Park expansion,

incorporating a
vacant rail spur along
the 49th Street rail
line. View looking
northwest above
Throop Street.
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Inset: Character of a
pedestrian/bicycle trail
along the 49th Street
rail line. View looking
west near Back of the
Yards Park.
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north-south running CSX rail line and

intermodal yard to the west.

There is potential to link the 49th and
59th Lines with land along the CSX
line to the west and Halsted Street

to the east to create the Englewood

Q! S

Loop. The Englewood Loop could
provide a 50-acre, six-mile long open
space resource for the area, not
unlike the “606” trail and park under
construction along Bloomingdale

Avenue on the Northwest Side.



l site design group ,::

Top: View of Raber House
Park looking northwest from
58th Street.

Above: The proposed
Englewood Loop at-grade
and elevated crossing.
View looking west from
Hoyne Avenue over Garfield
Boulevard.
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Below:

Green infrastructure route along Racine
Avenue, looking north from 59th Street over
the proposed Englewood Line trail.




GREEN

INFRASTRUCTURE

One inch of rain in Chicago generates
approximately four billion gallons of
storm water. Since close to 60 percent
of Chicago’s land area is impervious to
absorption (rooftops, roads, sidewalks,
parking lots and driveways), most
stormwater drains into the City’s sewer
system, where it is combined with raw
sewage and sent to the City’s sewage

treatment plant. During heavy rainfalls,
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the combined system becomes
overwhelmed and sends untreated
sewage into the Chicago River as a
combined sewer overflow. In Chicago,
as little as 0.67 inches of rain in a 24-
hour period can trigger a combined
sewer overflow. Between 2007 and
2012, overflows occurred on 314 days,
an average of once per week. The

over-burdened sewer system can also

force untreated sewage and rainwater
into basements, onto streets and into
Lake Michigan, resulting in public
health risks, property damage, and

beach closings.

The City of Chicago has initiated
several citywide strategies to address
stormwater. The 2003 Chicago Water

Agenda calls for creating green
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Inset: Green
infrastructure route,
with adjacent
infiltration area/
passive recreational
space, looking north
on Racine Avenue
from 72nd Street.
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infrastructure, in both individual
public and private projects, to reduce
the burden of stormwater on the
combined sewer system. In 2008, the
Chicago Plan Commission adopted
Adding Green to Urban Design, which
addressed sustainable improvements
to Chicago’s built environment,
highlighting 21 key strategies that
would increase the amount and
performance of permeable surfaces
in Chicago. That same year, the City
adopted a Climate Action Plan and
the Stormwater Ordinance went

into effect. The Climate Action Plan
expanded the rationale for managing
stormwater on site by addressing the
amount of energy required to pump
and treat stormwater once it enters
the sewer system. The Stormwater
Ordinance enacted performance-

driven regulations that require the

@ GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

first .5 inch of rain to be absorbed
on site or the permeability of a new
development be increased by 15% from

existing conditions.

In 2012, the City issued the Sustainable
Chicago 2075 Agenda, which aims

to create a comprehensive green
infrastructure plan as part of the
capital budgeting process. Led by the
Department of Water Management,
the plan provides economic and
environmental justification for
diverting a portion of the City’s
budget to develop green infrastructure

projects.

With these plans and regulations

as the impetus, City planners have
initiated recommendations involving
the adaptation of City-owned, vacant

land as stormwater management

landscapes, along with steps to
identify an entity to develop and
manage those landscapes. DPD

has also initiated the development

of data-driven criteria that will be
used to target the most appropriate
and cost-effective locations for

green infrastructure strategies. As
part of the GHN planning process,
landscapes were strategically
identified throughout the area for

use as stormwater absorption sites
based on locations that are subject to
chronic basement and street flooding,
locations of City-owned vacant
parcels, and data involving sewer pipe
capacities and stormwater drainage
patterns. Stormwater strategies along
existing and proposed bike paths that
could enhance bike and pedestrian
pathways between existing open

spaces were also investigated.



GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE GOAL AND STRATEGIES

GOAL: Design state of the art stormwater landscapes to bring a useful public purpose to vacant City-
owned land.

Identify strategic locations Work with local organizations
along designated bike routes to identify vacant land that
and on City-owned land to is appropriate for green

develop stormwater landscapes infrastructure projects in public
as part of the Department of or community managed open
Water Management’s Green spaces.

Infrastructure Plan.

B

Left: Ground-level view of a green
infrastructure route on Racine Avenue
near 59th Street, showing streetscape
improvements and curb cut inlets into
stormwater infiltration areas.

Inset: Green
infrastructure route
with adjacent
infiltration area/
passive recreational
space, including
educational
components. View
looking north on
Racine Avenue from
72nd Street.
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SERVATION



Below:

Raber House Park, gathering/community
space at park entrance. View looking west
from State and 58th streets.




HISTORIC
PRESERVATION

Sixteen individual buildings within Freeze Program. All designated

the GHN area have been designated Chicago Landmarks are eligible

by the Chicago City Council as for a Permit Fee Waiver for City of
official Landmarks. As designated Chicago building permit fees and
Chicago Landmarks, the buildings special allowances from certain

are eligible for economic incentives building code requirements and for
for repair and rehabilitation through side-yard exceptions from the zoning
the Class-L Property Tax Incentive, ordinance. Owners of historic buildings
Federal Rehabilitation Tax Credits, also have free access to experienced
and a State Property Tax Assessment rehabilitation professionals who

provide assistance with technical

issues.

Landmark buildings are afforded legal
protection under the City of Chicago’s
Landmarks Ordinance: all building
permit applications for alteration,
construction, reconstruction, erection,
demolition, relocation or other work to

these buildings are subject to the prior

camiros
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION GOAL AND STRATEGIES

GOAL: Preserve, protect, and restore historic buildings.

Encourage

Avoid demolition of

Assess the benefits

Ensure existing Encourage adaptive

designated Landmarks preservation of buildings identified as of a Neighborhood reuse of vacant,

are preserved and properties listed on “orange” or “red” in Conservation District historic school and

maintained. the National Register the Chicago Historic (NCD) designation. institutional buildings

of Historic Places. Resources Survey. through financial

review and approval of the Commission
on Chicago Landmarks. The purpose
of the Commission’s permit review
authority is to ensure that proposed
work will not adversely affect any
significant historical or architectural

features of the designated landmark.

A second tier of historic resources in the
GHN area includes buildings and sites
listed on the National Register of Historic
Places. National Register properties are
not subject to permit reviews or local
financial incentives, but they are eligible
for Federal Rehabilitation Tax Credits
and the State Property Tax Assessment

Freeze Program.

The Chicago Historic Resources Survey
(CHRS), completed in 1995, was a
decade-long research effort by the
City of Chicago to analyze the historic
and architectural importance of all
buildings constructed in the city prior

to 1940. During 12 years of field work
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and follow-up research that started in
1983, CHRS surveyors identified 17,371
properties that were considered to

have some historic or architectural
importance. A color-coded ranking
system was used to identify historic and
architectural significance relative to age,
degree of external physical integrity,
and level of possible significance. The
highest ranking color codes are Red and
Orange, of which there are a number

in the GHN area. These properties
possess some architectural feature or
historical association that makes them
potentially significant in the context of

the surrounding community.

Neighborhood Conservation Districts
(NCDs) are an alternative mechanism
for preserving older neighborhoods that
may not qualify for official designation
as a landmark districts. Compared to
landmark districts, the regulations on
alteration or demolition in an NCD can

be less-restrictive or more narrowly

incentives and

planning efforts.

enforced. Furthermore, the thresholds
for architectural or historic significance
and physical integrity in an NCD can be
lower than the high bar set for Chicago
Landmark districts. NCD’s are a relatively
new historic preservation tool, and while
they have been adopted in several U.S.
cities, Chicago has not established a

NCD.

In the GHN area, NCD regulations could:
encourage adaptive reuse of existing
structures, discourage demolition

of structures with historical and or
architectural significance, support and
encourage the renovation of historic
structures in a manner that maintains
or enhances the architectural character
of existing buildings, support and
encourage the continued use of non-
historic buildings, and encourage new
construction that is compatible with the

character of the neighborhood.

To be successful, neighborhood



residents must demonstrate strong
support for a NCD and be prepared for
ongoing participation in developing the
type and level of regulation desired by
the community. NCD residents may
also participate in review of proposed
alterations, additions, and demolition of
buildings as well as new construction
within the district. In addition to
regulation, a successful NCD in the
GHN area would need to include some
financial assistance to encourage
rehabilitation as the aforementioned
incentives for local landmarks and
National Register properties would not

be available. The goal of rehabilitation

GAGE PARK

CHICAGO LAWN

NEW CITY

Garfield

and restoration in an NCD is to gradually
reclaim the historic and architectural
character that the neighborhood

once had. Over time the NCD could
become eligible for Chicago landmark
designation, and they should be
reviewed for this status every five to 10

years.
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A BIG THANKS
TO ALL WHO HELPED

Ade Akili

Alderman Joann Thompson

Alderman Latasha Thomas

Alderman Leslie Hairston

Alderman Pat Dowell

Alderman Roderick Sawyer

Alderman Toni Foulkers
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Alexandria Brock
Alicia Swanstrom
Amanda Deisch
Amy Shah

Andre Brumfield
Angela Paranjape
Anita Harmon
Anthony Grande
Aretha Hughes
Armando Medina, Jr.
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Audrey Henderson
Audrey Wright
Aysha Butler

Bea Jasper

Bernal Handy
Bernita Johnson-Gabriel
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Betty Owens
Beverly Sylvester
Billy McGhee

Brad Hirn

Brandon Johnson
Brandon Jones
Brian Blackmore
Brianna Cox

Burton Barrison
Byron Feelon

Carlos Nelson
Carmen Aiken
Cassandra Cutledge
Cassandra Perry
Cathy Whitaker
Charles Holland
Charlottee Bright
Chastity Jackson
Cherice Price

Cheryl Clark

Cheryl Gist-Williams
Chris Poulos
Christopher Holliday
Clara Kirk

Cleo Moore

Cora Butler

Corey Howard
Cornelius Brown
Corrinn Cobb
Cory Cain

Curt Winkle
Cynthia Lett

D. Waters

D.R. Norwood
Dajwan Thornton
Danita Childers
Dara Epison
Darryl Holder
Dave Walker
David Welch
Deborah Burns
Deborah Minor Harvey
Deborah Payne
Deborah Thompson
Debra Thompson
Deidre McGraw
Della Mitchell
Demond Drummer
Denna Smith
Dennis Way
Derrick Harden
Diane Hoffer-Schurecht
Dianne Sauls

Don Montgomery
Donna Smith
Doris Jones

Dr. James Miller
Dr. Nancy Jackson
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Edward Chaney
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Janiance Brown
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Jason Duba
Jayne Jackson
Jean Carter-Hill
Jeanette Foreman
Jean-Paul Thomas
Jeff Wickencamp
Jeffery Hatter
Jeffery Moore
Jenice Sanders
Jesse Knox Il
Jessica Page

Jim Harbin
JoAnn Newsome
Joanna Trotter
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John McCarron
John Paul Jones
John Zeigler
Joseph Kelly
Joshua Hahn
Joyce Jackson
Juandalyn Holland
Julia Cente

Julie Samuels
Kamm Howard
Karen Lehman
Karen Phillips
Kevin Nester
La’Keisha Gray-Sewell
LaParris Whitaker

Larry Kennon

Laura Brown
Laura Montoya
Lauralyn Clawson
Lauren Campbell
Lauren Duffy
Lauren Lowery
LaVeta Walker
Leon Jackson
Leroy Bowers
Linda Love

Linda Sanders
Lisa Domoracki
Lisa Glass
Lonnetta Jones
Loretta Johnson
Mable Yancy
Maggie Cobb
Mamie Hunter
Mandel Smith
Marcy Schlessinger
Marlene Dosson
Marsha Moses
Marshall Brown
Martin Pieters
Marva Hall
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Matsuo Marti
Matthew Walaszek
Maya Hodari
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Melba Miles
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Michael Hoadley
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