
Zoning Board of Appeals of the City of Chicago (“ZBA”) 
Cannabis Zone District Lottery Rules Amendment No. 1 

Issued Pursuant to 17-14-303-F of the Chicago Zoning Ordinance 
 

1. On October 28, 2019, the chairman of the ZBA issued rules governing the 
November 15, 2019 cannabis zone district lottery (the “Lottery Rules”).  Such 
Lottery Rules are attached hereto as Exhibit A. 
 

2. On March 20, 2020, in response to the COVID-19 public health emergency, 
the Governor of the State of Illinois (“Governor”) issued State of Illinois 
Executive Order 2020-10 in which all in-person public gatherings were 
limited to no more than 10 people. 

 
3. Due to the COVID-19 public health emergency, the ZBA postponed its March 

20, 2020 meeting until May 15, 2020.  Thus, for three months, all new 
business before the ZBA – including adult use cannabis dispensaries special 
use applications – stopped. 

 
4. Due to the COVID-19 public health emergency, there was great uncertainty 

among applicants for cannabis business establishment special uses 
(including adult use cannabis dispensaries) as to how to fulfill the 
community meeting requirement of Section 17-13-0905-G of the Chicago 
Zoning Ordinance.  To alleviate this uncertainty and to ensure that cannabis 
business establishment special uses applications continued to be filed with 
the ZBA, the ZBA issued a supplemental rule for cannabis business 
establishments on June 26, 2020. 

 
5. Due to the foregoing delays caused by the COVID-19 public health 

emergency, I am therefore extending the date set forth in Paragraph 4 of the 
Lottery Rules from November 15, 2020 until March 31, 2021.  

 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Timothy Knudsen, ZBA Chairman 
Date:  October 29, 2020. 
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