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On days with poor air quality, 
Chicagoans are advised to keep 
windows and doors closed and 
turn on their air conditioners if they 
have one. Seek shelter elsewhere if 
you do not have an air conditioner 
and your home is too warm.

For Chicagoans without access to 
properly ventilated and safe indoor 
conditions, please utilize public 
libraries, senior centers, Park 
District facilities, and the Cultural 
Center, or one of six community 
service centers.

Visit 
Chicago.gov/envcommunityinfo
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https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts/cdph/provdrs/environmental_health/svcs/community-environment-information.html
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What do you need to know 
about Narcan and Harm 
Reduction?
Join the CDPH Office of 
Substance Use for a free 
virtual training this Friday, 
July 28, at 12 pm, so you can 
help #endoverdose. 

Register now: 
http://bit.ly/NHR_Training

https://twitter.com/hashtag/endoverdose?src=hashtag_click
https://t.co/tDlbZxcdFm


This summer, keep children safer 
in water. 
Think about the different ways you 
can help keep your child safe--and 
if a child is missing, check the 
water first. 
Together, we can protect 
swimmers!

Learn more #SwimSafety tips: 
http://bit.ly/SwimSafetyGuidelines
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http://bit.ly/SwimSafetyGuidelines
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At least 57 cases reported locally since mid-March, 2023

Chicago.gov/mpox

https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/monkeypox/home/data.html


Mpox Vaccine 101
• The JYNNEOS™ vaccine can help protect people against mpox (monkeypox) when 

given before exposure to the virus. CDPH strongly encourages those eligible to get the 
vaccine to protect themselves and others.

• The vaccine is a two-dose vaccine given under the skin 28 days apart. Optimal 
protection is not achieved until two weeks following the second dose.

• Eligibility

• Find your vaccine: CDPH Mpox Vaccine Finder

Have had close contact with 
someone diagnosed with 
mpox, regardless of sex, 

gender or sexual orientation

Are a gay, bisexual, or other 
man who has sex with men 
and/or transgender person 

who is sexually active.

OR
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https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/monkeypox/home/vaccine.html


Where can I go to learn more about mpox? 

•Mpox (Monkeypox) Website and Data 
Dashboard: www.chicago.gov/mpox

•HIV/STI Resource Hub (LGBTQ+ call 
center): 844-482-4040

•CDPH Call Center: 312-746-4835
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http://www.chicago.gov/mpox
tel:844-482-4040
tel:312-746-4835


Updated 7/19/2023; Source: World Health Organization; CDC

13.4 Billion Vaccine  
Doses Administered

768 Million Cases

5.5 Billion Vaccinated 

6.9 Million Deaths

Weekly COVID-19 cases per 100,000 population



Updated 7/19/2023; Source: CDC; 
Past week = 7/2 – 7/8

National currently:
      diagnosed weekly admissions per 100,000 people

Illinois currently:
       diagnosed weekly admissions per 100,000 people

Chicago currently:
       diagnosed weekly admissions per 100,000 people

1.88

Weekly COVID-19 hospitalizations per 100,000 population

1.57

0.49

Past Week Total

Hospital Admissions 6,228 (-1%) 6,292,122

Deaths 377 (-20%) 1,138,189

1 US county at HIGH hospital 
admissions level this past week



CDC Hospital Admission Level for Cook County is at LOW

See CDC COVID Data Tracker: Maps by Geographic Area for more details
*Other metrics are estimates based on cases reported into the Illinois Electronic Disease Surveillance System (I-NEDSS)

Last Week’s Hospital Admission Level 7/2-7/8)
1.6 New COVID-19 Admissions per 100,000

Admission Level for 2 Weeks Ago (6/25-7/1)
1.4 New COVID-19 Admissions per 100,000

Other Metrics for Cook County (7/2-7/8)*
489 Reported New COVID-19 Cases

+28%
9.27 Reported New Cases per 100,000

2 New COVID-19 Deaths
0%

0.04 New Deaths per 100,000

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#cases_new-admissions-rate-county


Lab-confirmed COVID cases are VERY low in every community area
8 community areas had 0 lab-confirmed cases in the past two weeks

Average weekly case 
rate for the past 2 weeks
7/1/2023 – 7/15/2023

Source: 
Includes cases among Chicago residents reported into the Illinois Electronic Disease 
Surveillance System (I-NEDSS) with date of specimen collection up to 7/15/2023.

Click for Community Areas

https://www.chicago.gov/content/dam/city/sites/covid/images/hcez/HCEZ_Map.pdf


COVID hospitalization rates are largely both low and stable
73 community areas had 0 hospitalizations in the past two weeks
 62 community areas had 0 hospitalizations in the past four weeks

Average weekly hospitalization 
rate for the past 2 weeks
7/1/2023 – 7/15/2023

Source: 
Includes cases among Chicago residents reported into the Illinois Electronic Disease Surveillance 
System (I-NEDSS) with date of specimen collection or admission date up to 7/15/2023.

Click for Community Areas

https://www.chicago.gov/content/dam/city/sites/covid/images/hcez/HCEZ_Map.pdf


Variant Surveillance, Midwest Region
Weighted and Nowcast Estimates for Weeks of 4/15/23 – 7/22/23

It’s ALL Still OMICRON

Source: CDC (updates every other week)
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EG.5 is another (shorter!) for the subvariant XBB.1.9.2.5 and 
is a descendant of XBB.1.9 family, which has been increasing 
in prevalence for the past ~4 months.

• Compared to XBB.1.9, EG.5 contains four additional amino acid mutations
• One of the most quickly emerging XBB sublineages
• EG.5 accounts for ~40% of sequences in China and Japan

# EG.5 Sequences to Date

USA 568
IL 7
RIPHL 
(Chicago)

1

CDC Nowcast Estimate Week ending 
7/8/23

USA 13.0%
HHS Region 5 9.8%

https://cov-spectrum.org/explore/United%20States/AllSamples/Past6M/variants?nextcladePangoLineage=xbb.2.3*&

https://cov-spectrum.org/explore/United%20States/AllSamples/Past6M/variants?nextcladePangoLineage=xbb.2.3
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Preparing for the Fall: 

• https://www.nytimes.com/2023/07/05/h
ealth/vaccines-rsv-covid-flu.html
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This fall, what vaccines should I get?
• Definite recommendation for flu vaccine:

• ALL Chicagoans, age 6 months and up: Get your annual flu (influenza) vaccine, ahead of the 2023-
24 winter season

• Virus that causes influenza continues to mutate; every year, scientists make a new version of the vaccine to best 
protect against the strains of flu expected to be circulating that winter

• We expect flu vaccines will start to be available locally as early as August; recommendation is to get before winter

• Expected recommendation for COVID vaccine:
• (Likely) ALL Chicagoans, age 6 months and up: Get your (likely annual) COVID vaccine, ahead of 

the 2023-24 winter season
• An updated COVID vaccine will definitely be available this fall: Pfizer, Moderna, and Novavax will all be in market
• Dosing still being finalized for pediatric vaccines; hoping to simplify for patients and providers
• ACIP/CDC will make final official recommendation later this summer

• Virus that causes COVID continues to mutate; every year, scientists will likely make a new version of the vaccine 
to best protect against the strains/variants of COVID virus expected to be circulating that winter. 

• We expect COVID vaccines will likely be available locally later in the fall (possibly late September or early October)

• New recommendation for RSV vaccine/antibody shot
• Youngest Chicagoans (infants under age 1 year, vulnerable children under age 2 years) will newly have an RSV 

antibody shot available to help prevent RSV; talk to your pediatrician or provider
• Older Chicagoans (over 60 years) will newly have an RSV vaccine available; talk to your doctor/provider
• We expect both the shot for young children and the shot for older adults to be available later in the fall (possibly 

September or early October)
21



U.S. Health and Human Services (HHS) announced program to 
maintain broad access to COVID-19 vaccines for millions of 
uninsured Americans.

22Source: HHS.gov

https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2023/04/18/fact-sheet-hhs-announces-hhs-bridge-access-program-covid-19-vaccines-treatments-maintain-access-covid-19-care-uninsured.html


23Source: HHS.gov

https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2023/04/18/fact-sheet-hhs-announces-hhs-bridge-access-program-covid-19-vaccines-treatments-maintain-access-covid-19-care-uninsured.html
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The Illinois Department of Healthcare and 
Family Services (HFS) estimates that 

approximately 700,000 people in Illinois 
could lose Medicaid coverage. 

Sources: KFF Medicaid (2023). Illinois Medicaid and the End of Continuous Coverage FAQ (2023). Illinois Department of Healthcare and Family Services (HFS).
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Communication and Outreach

Sources: CDPH, Chicago Public Schools Office of Student Health and 
Wellness, Illinois Department of Healthcare and Family Services 
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If federal disenrollment projections (about 
17% disenrollment) hold for Chicago, over 
180,000 Chicagoans could lose Medicaid 
coverage during the full unwinding period.

Source: Unwinding the Medicaid Continuous Enrollment Provision: Projected Enrollment Effects and Policy Approaches (Issue Brief HP-2022-20). 
Washington, DC: Office of the Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. August 19, 2022.
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Which Chicago areas are most impacted?
Applying National Disenrollment Projections to the Top 5 Chicago Zip Codes with Highest Medicaid Enrollment

Note: CDPH’s initial projections utilize public HFS data and disenrollment projections and require further analysis as redeterminations continue.
Unwinding the Medicaid Continuous Enrollment Provision: Projected Enrollment Effects and Policy Approaches (Issue Brief HP-2022-20). 
Washington, DC: Office of the Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. August 19, 2022. 
HFS Enrollment Zip Code Search (October 22, 2022). Illinois Department of Healthcare and Family Services (HFS).

1. 60629
West Lawn 
Chicago Lawn 
West Elsdon*
Gage Park*

2. 60623
South Lawndale 
North Lawndale 

3. 60639
Belmont Cragin 
Hermosa 
Austin 

4. 60632*
Archer Heights
Brighton Park 

5. 60617
South Deering 
South Chicago 
East Side 
Calumet Heights

60629

60623

60639

60632

60617



28Source: Illinois Department of Healthcare and Family Services
ABE = Application for Benefits Eligibility

People enrolled in 
Medicaid
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Wastewater Monitoring &
Polio Surveillance Project
7/25/2023

Alyse Kittner, MPH
Chicago Department of Public Health
Director, Laboratory—Based Surveillance

July 25, 2023



There are 15 community-based wastewater sampling 
sites

Everyone in the city is covered by at least one site

Eight Chicago Sewer sites 320k residents.
Three Pumping Stations 700k residents.

Four sampling sites from three 
wastewater treatment plants covering 5 
million Chicago and suburban residents.



Site
Pathogen Tested

SARS-CoV-2 Flu A & B RSV Mpox Polio 
(Mar-July 2023)

Wastewater 
Treatment Plants* (4) yes yes yes no yes

Pumping Stations (3) yes yes yes yes no

Sewer sites (8) yes yes yes yes no

CDPH tests for multiple pathogens at each sampling site



Types of data available varies based on pathogen of 
interest.

Types of data available

• SARS-CoV-2, Flu A/B, RSV
• Concentration levels by location
• Internal "Single Metric" Risk 

assessment

• Polio and Mpox
• Detect/non-detect
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All treatment plants and community sewer sites 
currently have LOW Influenza A&B risk

Chicago.gov/wastewater-monitoring



CDPH data contributes to the National Wastewater Surveillance 
System (NWSS).

• CDC dashboard tracks the presence of 
SARS-CoV-2 in wastewater samples 
collected ~1,600 sites across the country.

• CDPH uploads SARS-CoV-2, flu, RSV and 
mpox data weekly
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New York State polio case led to wastewater testing 
efforts

• In July 2022 one case of paralytic 
poliomyelitis confirmed in Rockland 
County, NY.

• NY began wastewater testing to 
supplement the response.

• In late 2022, CDC requested 
select jurisdictions, including 
Chicago,  implement polio wastewater 
testing.

• Finding poliovirus in wastewater would 
indicate that someone in the community 
is shedding poliovirus.



Chicago-area wastewater treatment plans cross multiple 
jurisdictions.

*Stickney WWTP is divided into North and South sampling sites

Treatment Plant Population

A O'Brien 1,263,110

B
Stickney N* 1,127,736

Stickney S* 1,127,736

C Calumet 1,134,897

• Chicago Department of Public Health

• Illinois Department of Public Health

• Cook County Department of Public Health

• Evanston Department of Health and Human Services

• Stickney Township Department of Public Health

• Oak Park Department of Public Health



Poliovirus Wastewater Testing Process

Bi-weekly 
wastewater 
collection

Began: May 16, 2023
Location: WWTPs
Duration: 4 months

Samples tested for 
poliovirus 

Results to 
determine public 

health action

Result Type 1 Type 2 Type 3
Polio negative
Sabin-like strain X

Vaccine-derived strain X X X

Wild type

Laboratory Partners
• Discovery Partners Institute
• Regional Innovative Public 

Health Laboratory

Indicator for public health action = X



Public health action considers a detection's frequency, type, 
location, and relatedness.

Indicator for public 
health action

Considerations

Genetic similarity to vaccine strains

Frequency of detections

Location of detections

Public Health Action

Improve vaccination coverage

Educate healthcare providers 
and community members

Refinement of wastewater 
sampling



After 9 rounds of bi-weekly testing, no poliovirus was 
detected in Wastewater Treatment Plant samples.

With no poliovirus 
detections during the   
4-month program, 
wastewater surveillance 
for polio in Chicago has 
ended.



Improving vaccination coverage in communities that are at 
highest risk is the most effective way to ensure that the 
United States remains protected from polio.

• The complete recommended polio vaccination series is:
• extremely effective in preventing paralytic polio
• protects against severe disease

• Illinois’ Vaccines for Children (VFC): no cost vaccines to eligible children including 
uninsured, underinsured and Medicaid eligible children: vfc.illinois.gov/search

• CDPH immunization clinics: no cost vaccines to children and young adults 18 years 
of age and under: bit.ly/ChiVaxClinics

• Additionally, adults and children traveling to countries where poliovirus is circulating 
may need to get updated polio vaccinations before travel. Primary care providers, 
travel clinics, and pharmacies can provide pre-travel vaccinations to adults.

https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/covid-19/home/covid-19-wastewater-surveillance.html
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/notices/alert/global-polio
https://www.cdc.gov/polio/what-is-polio/travelers.html


Thank you to our wastewater monitoring partners!

CDPH LBS team: Chris, Colin, Regina, Deniz, Diamond, Dorothy, 
Eloesa, Hallie, Haifa, Kayla, Keenan, Kendall, Matt, and Rosie



@ChicagoPublicHealth

HealthyChicago@cityofchicago.org

@ChiPublicHealth

Chicago.gov/Health

Thank you!
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