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On days with poor air quality, 
Chicagoans are advised to keep 
windows and doors closed and 
turn on their air conditioners if they 
have one. Seek shelter elsewhere if 
you do not have an air conditioner 
and your home is too warm.

For Chicagoans without access to 
properly ventilated and safe indoor 
conditions, please utilize public 
libraries, senior centers, Park 
District facilities, and the Cultural 
Center, or one of six community 
service centers.

Visit 
Chicago.gov/envcommunityinfo
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https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts/cdph/provdrs/environmental_health/svcs/community-environment-information.html
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Join us for an interactive session to 
learn more about Chicago's first 
Cumulative Impact Assessment and 
how we are promoting environmental 
justice to close the racial life 
expectancy gap. 

Our last session is TOMORROW at 
6 pm at Horizon Science Academy. 

Visit www.bit.ly/CIASession_Horizon 
to save your seat!

http://www.bit.ly/CIASession_Horizon
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This summer, keep children safer 
in water. 
Think about the different ways you 
can help keep your child safe--and 
if a child is missing, check the 
water first. 
Together, we can protect 
swimmers!

Learn more #SwimSafety tips: 
http://bit.ly/SwimSafetyGuidelines
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http://bit.ly/SwimSafetyGuidelines


Vector (Mosquito) Control: 
West Nile Virus 



West Nile Virus
• Most common mosquito-borne disease in the U.S., spread from bite of infected Culex mosquito 
• No symptoms in most people.

• Most people (8 out of 10) infected with West Nile virus do not develop any symptoms.

• Fever in some people.
• About 1 in 5 people who are infected develop a fever with other symptoms such as headache, body 

aches, joint pains, vomiting, diarrhea, or rash. 
• Most people with febrile illness due to West Nile virus recover completely, but fatigue and weakness can 

last for weeks or months.

• Serious symptoms in a few people.
• About 1 in 150 people who are infected develop a severe illness affecting the central nervous system 

such as encephalitis (inflammation of the brain) or meningitis (inflammation of the membranes that 
surround the brain and spinal cord).

• People over 60 years old or with certain medical conditions are at greater risk for severe illness (1 in 50). 
• Recovery might take several weeks or months. Some effects might be permanent.
• About 1 out of 10 people who develop severe illness affecting the central nervous system die.

7



8/8/2023 8

Reported human cases of West Nile Virus by year, Chicago

Includes both confirmed and probable case data.

CDPH’s mosquito control program started



Larvicide 

• A larvicide is a substance used to kill mosquito larvae
• The city of Chicago has over 210,000 catch basins in 

the public way.  Mosquitoes breed in the stagnant 
water in the catch basins.

• Every year in early spring the city treats the basins by 
dropping a water-soluble pouch that contains 
larvicide in about 70,000 catch basins.

• We treat the basins in spring to reduce the mosquito 
population.  
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Field Surveillance

• Every spring we set up 
80 mosquito traps

• These traps are placed 
throughout the city 
and are collected twice 
per week

• The gravid trap is 
designed to attract 
Culex mosquitoes, the 
vector for West Nile 
virus

8/8/2023 10



Identification and Testing 

• All mosquitoes are identified to genus, species and sex
• Testing occurs weekly using real-time PCR

• Samples are tested for West Nile virus (WNV) and St. 
Louis encephalitis  (SLE)

8/8/2023 11



Adulticiding 
(spraying)

• We only spray as a last resort to 
prevent human infection of WNV

• Our protocol to spray: trap tests 
positive for WNV for two 
consecutive weeks and has a 
high vector index 

• Ultra Low Volume (ULV) usage; 
EPA reduced risk classification

8/8/2023 12
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Things You Can Do at Home to Help Control 
Mosquitoes

• Mosquitoes lay eggs near water. 
• Once a week, empty and scrub, turn 

over, cover, or throw out any items 
near your house that hold water like…

• Tires, buckets, planters, toys, pools, 
birdbaths, flowerpot saucers, or trash 
containers. 

• Tightly cover water storage containers 
so mosquitoes cannot get inside to lay 
eggs.

cdc.gov 14



Mpox Update
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At least 66 cases reported locally since mid-March, 2023

Chicago.gov/mpox

https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/monkeypox/home/data.html


Mpox Vaccine 101
• The JYNNEOS™ vaccine can help protect people against mpox when given before 

exposure to the virus. CDPH strongly encourages those eligible to get the vaccine to 
protect themselves and others.

• The vaccine is a two-dose vaccine given under the skin 28 days apart. Optimal protection 
is not achieved until two weeks following the second dose.

• Vaccine Eligibility

• Find your vaccine: CDPH Mpox Vaccine Finder
• For more info, call CDPH’s HIV/STI Resource Hub (LGBTQ+ call center): 844-482-4040

Have had close contact with 
someone diagnosed with 
mpox, regardless of sex, 

gender or sexual orientation

Are a gay, bisexual, or other 
man who has sex with men 
and/or transgender person 

who is sexually active.

OR
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https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/monkeypox/home/vaccine.html
tel:844-482-4040


Key takeaways
for health care providers 

• Offer HIV and STI screening to individuals 
evaluated for mpox (monkeypox).

• Prioritize preventive mpox vaccination 
and Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) 
among those with a previous chlamydia 
or gonorrhea extragenital infection. 

CDPH authors in the scientific literature! 



COVID Update



Updated 8/2/2023; Source: CDC; 
Past week = 7/16 – 7/22

National currently:
      diagnosed weekly admissions per 100,000 people

Illinois currently:
       diagnosed weekly admissions per 100,000 people

Chicago currently:
       diagnosed weekly admissions per 100,000 people

2.42

Weekly COVID-19 hospitalizations per 100,000 population

1.43

1.12

Past Week Total

Hospital Admissions 8,035 (+12%) 6,224,831

Deaths 421 (-9%) 1,138,189

2 US counties at HIGH hospital 
admissions level this past week



CDC Hospital Admission Level for Cook County is at LOW

See CDC COVID Data Tracker: Maps by Geographic Area for more details
*Other metrics are estimates based on cases reported into the Illinois Electronic Disease Surveillance System (I-NEDSS)

Last Week’s Hospital Admission Level 7/16-7/22)
1.4 New COVID-19 Admissions per 100,000

Admission Level for 2 Weeks Ago (7/9-7/15)
1.4 New COVID-19 Admissions per 100,000

Other Metrics for Cook County (7/16-7/22)*
815 Reported New COVID-19 Cases

+113%
15.45 Reported New Cases per 100,000

3 New COVID-19 Deaths -% 
(0 last week)0.06 New Deaths per 100,000

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#cases_new-admissions-rate-county


Lab-confirmed COVID cases are still quite low in every community 
area, but there were increases throughout the city

Average weekly case 
rate for the past 2 weeks
7/15/2023 – 7/29/2023

Source: 
Includes cases among Chicago residents reported into the Illinois Electronic Disease 
Surveillance System (I-NEDSS) with date of specimen collection up to 7/29/2023.

Click for Community Areas

https://www.chicago.gov/content/dam/city/sites/covid/images/hcez/HCEZ_Map.pdf


COVID hospitalization rates are largely both low and stable
41 community areas had 0 hospitalizations in the past two weeks
 29 community areas had 0 hospitalizations in the past four weeks

Average weekly hospitalization 
rate for the past 2 weeks
7/15/2023 – 7/29/2023

Source: 
Includes cases among Chicago residents reported into the Illinois Electronic Disease Surveillance 
System (I-NEDSS) with date of specimen collection or admission date up to 7/15/2023.

Click for Community Areas

https://www.chicago.gov/content/dam/city/sites/covid/images/hcez/HCEZ_Map.pdf


Chicago Lab-Based Early Alert Signals for week of 8/2 remain unchanged 
from the previous week

Indicator
Thresholds Chicago Current 

Values
Week of 8/2

Low
Concern

Medium 
Concern

High
Concern

SARS-CoV-2 variant assessment, Chicago
(combines log growth rate and VOC designation) 

Stable lineage 
proportions, no 

VOC/VOHC

Variant or 
lineage 

increasing, 
no VOC/VOHC

Variant rapidly 
increasing, or 
VOC/VOHC

Medium 

(Last week: Medium)

Average wastewater score among sampled sites, Chicago 
(combines viral concentration and trend) < 2 2-3 > 3

Low

(Last week: Low)

VOC: Variant of Concern.  VOHC: Variant of High Consequence.

Variants/Subvariants currently increasing in prevalence in Chicago: 

XBB.1.16
• Sublineage of XBB. Emerged and rapidly rose in frequency in India.
• As of 8/3/2023: Local Doubling time 25 days (low)

EG.5
• Alias for XBB.1.9.2.5 and descendant of XBB.1.9, containing 2 additional mutations. One of the most quickly 

emerging XBB sublineages. 
• As of 8/3/2023: Local Doubling time 11 days (med)



Variant Surveillance, USA
Weighted and Nowcast Estimates for Weeks of 4/29/23 – 8/5/23

It’s ALL Still OMICRON

Source: CDC (updates every other week)

%
 V

ira
l l

in
ea

ge
 

am
on

g 
in

fe
ct

io
ns

Collection week, date ending



SARS-CoV-2 wastewater metric remains at a LOW 
concern level



LOW concern levels were seen across all treatment plants and sewersheds except 
Norwood Park – Jefferson Park, Lincoln Park – Near North Side, and Little Village, 
which had MEDIUM concern levels. No sustained elevations.

1

2

3

4

6

7

8

A
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C

Wastewater Treatment Plants Sewer sites

# Catchment

A Terrence J. O’Brien

B Stickney

C Calumet

# Catchment

1 Norwood Park - Jefferson Park

2 Lakeview - Uptown

3 Austin - Montclare

4 Lincoln Park - Near North Side

5 Little Village

6 Chicago Lawn - Ashburn

7 Chatham

8 Roseland - West Pullman
Wastewater treatment plant 
catchment areas exceed 
Chicago city borders (dashed 
boundaries) and cover other 
Cook county municipalities. 

Actual coverage areas are 
trimmed in this figure. 

Low Concern Medium Concern High Concern*Data for Week of 7/31
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No Influenza A detections were seen at the Austin – Montclare and 
Chatham sewer sites. All other treatment plants and community 
sewer sites have LOW Influenza A concern. 
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Wastewater Treatment Plants Sewer sites

# Catchment

A Terrence J. O’Brien

B Stickney

C Calumet

# Catchment

1 Norwood Park - Jefferson Park

2 Lakeview - Uptown

3 Austin - Montclare

4 Lincoln Park - Near North Side

5 Little Village

6 Chicago Lawn - Ashburn

7 Chatham

8 Roseland - West Pullman
Wastewater treatment plant 
catchment areas exceed 
Chicago city borders (dashed 
boundaries) and cover also 
other Cook county 
municipalities. 

The actual coverage areas are 
wider but trimmed in this figure. 

Low Concern Medium Concern High Concern*Data for Week of 7/31
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Department of Health and Human 
Services Structure 

Michael Cabonargi, Region V Director, U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services



United States Presidential Cabinet 
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President Joe Biden

Department of 
Agriculture

Department of 
Commerce

Department of 
Defense

Department of 
Education

Department of 
Energy

Department of 
Health & Human 

Services

Department of 
Homeland 
Security

Department of 
Housing & Urban 

Development

Department of the 
Interior

Department of 
Justice

Department of 
Labor

Department of 
State

Department of 
Transportation

Department of the 
Treasury

Department of 
Veterans Affairs

Source: whitehouse.gov



Department of Health and Human Services 
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Secretary, Deputy Secretary, Chief of Staff 

Immediate Office of the 
Secretary (IOS)

Office of the 
Secretary Operating Divisions

Office of Intergovernmental 
and External Affairs (IEA)

Some of the Operating Divisions Include: 
• Centers for Disease Control & Prevention (CDC)
• Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
• Food & Drug Administration (FDA) 
• National Institute of Health (NIH) 
• Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 

Administration (SAMHSA) 

Some of Office of the Secretary Includes:: 
• Office of the Assistant Secretary of Health (OASH) 
• Office for Civil Rights (OCR) 
• Office of Global Affairs (OGA) 
• Office of Inspector General (OIG) 
• Office of Medicare Hearings & Appeals (OMHA) 
• HHS Chief Information Officer 

Source: HHS.gov

https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2023/04/18/fact-sheet-hhs-announces-hhs-bridge-access-program-covid-19-vaccines-treatments-maintain-access-covid-19-care-uninsured.html


HHS Office of Intergovernmental & External Affairs 
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IEA REGIONAL OFFICES

Region 1: 
• Connecticut 
• Maine
• Massachusetts
• New Hampshire
• Rhode Island
• Vermont

Region 2: 
• New Jersey
• New York
• Puerto Rico
• Virgin Islands

Region 3: 
• Delaware
• DC
• Maryland
• Pennsylvania
• Virginia
• West Virginia

Region 4: 
• Alabama
• Florida
• Georgia
• Kentucky
• Mississippi
• North Carolina
• South Carolina 
• Tennessee

Region 5: 
• Illinois 
• Indiana
• Michigan 
• Minnesota
• Ohio
• Wisconsin

Region 6: 
• Arkansas
• Louisiana
• New Mexico
• Oklahoma
• Texas

Region 7: 
• Iowa
• Kansas
• Missouri
• Nebraska

Region 8: 
• Colorado
• Montana
• North Dakota 
• South Dakota
• Utah
• Wyoming

Region 10: 
• Alaska
• Idaho
• Oregon
• Washington

Region 9:
 • Arizona

• California
• Hawaii
• Nevada
• American Samoa
• Commonwealth of 

the Northern 
Mariana Islands

• Federated States 
of Micronesia

• Guam
• Marshall Islands
• Republic of Palau Source: HHS.gov

https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2023/04/18/fact-sheet-hhs-announces-hhs-bridge-access-program-covid-19-vaccines-treatments-maintain-access-covid-19-care-uninsured.html


Medicaid Redetermination and 988

Michael Cabonargi, Region V Director, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
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988’s 1-Year 
Anniversary 
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Medicaid 
Redetermination



Illin o is  Ap r il 20 23 M ed ica id  & CHIP 
En r o llm en t

State
Medicaid 

Enrollment
CHIP 

Enrollment

Total Medicaid 
and CHIP 

Enrollment

Child Enrollment 
(Medicaid Child + CHIP 

Enrollment)

State 
Expanded 
Medicaid

Illinois 3,484,085 346,941 3,831,026 1,577,019 Expanded



@ChicagoPublicHealth

HealthyChicago@cityofchicago.org

@ChiPublicHealth

Chicago.gov/Health

Thank you!
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Which Chicago areas are most impacted?
Applying National Disenrollment Projections to the Top 5 Chicago Zip Codes with Highest Medicaid Enrollment

Note: CDPH’s initial projections utilize public HFS data and disenrollment projections and require further analysis as redeterminations continue.
Unwinding the Medicaid Continuous Enrollment Provision: Projected Enrollment Effects and Policy Approaches (Issue Brief HP-2022-20). 
Washington, DC: Office of the Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. August 19, 2022. 
HFS Enrollment Zip Code Search (October 22, 2022). Illinois Department of Healthcare and Family Services (HFS).

1. 60629
West Lawn 
Chicago Lawn 
West Elsdon*
Gage Park*

2. 60623
South Lawndale 
North Lawndale 

3. 60639
Belmont Cragin 
Hermosa 
Austin 

4. 60632*
Archer Heights
Brighton Park 

5. 60617
South Deering 
South Chicago 
East Side 
Calumet Heights

60629

60623

60639

60632

60617
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Communication and Outreach

Sources: CDPH, Chicago Public Schools Office of Student Health and 
Wellness, Illinois Department of Healthcare and Family Services 
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