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December 2022: Kathy 
Osterman Award Winners 
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Stephanie Black, Outstanding Mentor
Christopher Shields, Outstanding COVID Recovery
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https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/covid-19/home/community-transmission-and-risk.html

https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/covid-19/home/community-transmission-and-risk.html
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Should Cook County reach a HIGH COVID Community 
Level, Chicago would issue a formal Mask Advisory



Last week, 20% of U.S. Counties reported High COVID Community 
Level and 42% reported Medium Level. 
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Source: CDC



Variant Surveillance, Midwest Region
Continued evolution of more infectious Omicron subvariants
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CDC Data, last updated 12/16/22.  https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/covid-19/home/sars-cov-2-variants.html

https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/covid-19/home/sars-cov-2-variants.html


Variant Surveillance, United States
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XBB.1.5
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Adapted from Wang, et al. Cell. December 13, 2022. https://doi.org/10/1016/j.cell.2022.12.018

Scale bar indicates genetic distance.

XBB is a recombinant (fusion) 
of 2 different BA.2 variants



Since the Omicron variant became dominant in Chicago: Unvaccinated 
Chicagoans have been almost three times as likely to be hospitalized with 
COVID-19 than Up-to-Date (Vaccinated and Boosted) Chicagoans
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UNVACCINATED
VACCINATED
BOOSTED
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Do COVID-19 At-Home 
tests expire? 

• FDA authorizes at-home COVID-19 tests with a certain 
shelf life and then adjusts the expiration date as stability 
testing data comes in

• All tests have a shelf life, and if yours has been sitting in 
the medicine cabinet for some time, you’ll want to make 
sure it’s as accurate as the day it was packaged.

• Many are good for between 12 and 20 months; a handful 
have expiration dates that have been extended by the 
U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
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https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/coronavirus-covid-19-and-medical-devices/home-otc-covid-19-diagnostic-tests

Reference #
Expiration Date

Lot #
Manufacturing Date

• The FDA does not recommend using a test that has expired. But before you trash your 
test, check to see if it was recently assigned an extended expiration.

• To determine if your test has been affected, check this FDA list of authorized tests and 
look in the far right column under “expiration date”

https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/coronavirus-covid-19-and-medical-devices/home-otc-covid-19-diagnostic-tests
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/coronavirus-covid-19-and-medical-devices/home-otc-covid-19-diagnostic-tests#list


14
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/coronavirus-covid-19-and-medical-devices/home-otc-covid-19-diagnostic-tests

https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/coronavirus-covid-19-and-medical-devices/home-otc-covid-19-diagnostic-tests
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VAX…

and PAXlovid



Make the air in your home safer during COVID-19: ventilation 
helps to reduce the levels of infectious particles in the air
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Check out these additional resources:
CDC: Improving ventilation in your home
EPA: Indoor air in homes and COVID-19
CDPH: Ventilation Guidance for Homes 18

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/Improving-Ventilation-Home.html
https://www.epa.gov/coronavirus/indoor-air-homes-and-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.chicago.gov/content/dam/city/sites/covid/reopen-businesses-portal/signage/en/Ventilation_Home_8.5x11.pdf
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Symptoms and Stages of Ebola Virus Disease
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CDC team/Allison Arwady

1. Organized medical and public health response
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1. Organized medical and public health response



State of Emergency

CDC team/Allison Arwady

1. Organized medical and public health response



2. Safe patient diagnosis and care
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2. Safe patient diagnosis and care (Ebola Treatment Units)
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CDC team/Satish Pillai/Jennifer Hunter

2. Safe patient diagnosis and care (Ebola Treatment Units)



Ebola National Call Center

CDC Team/Allison ArwadyCDC Team/Allison Arwady

3. Stop transmission: case finding/contact tracing
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3. Stop transmission: case finding/contact tracing



4. Community engagement and education
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4. Community engagement and education



CDC Team/Allison Arwady

CDC Team/Allison Arwady

4. Community engagement and education





City of Chicago:  Preparedness / Response

Large population center
Daytime population: 3,150,000                                              
Residential population: 2,725,000

High population density
12,750 persons per square mile

Large tourism center
Tourists per year: 35,000,000
Willis Tower, John Hancock Center, Navy Pier, 
Wrigley Field, Grant Park

Regional transportation hub
Over 200,000 commuters into the city daily

International hub
2 international airports with                                                                
~96 million passengers annually
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City of Chicago:  Preparedness / Response

2020-2023 – Concurrent response actions
(SARSCoV-2, Influenza, MPV, New Arrivals migration, Ebola)

2017-18 – Hurricane Repatriations

2016 – CUBS  World Series
(SEAR rated – Special Event Assessment Rating)

2012 – North Atlantic Treaty Organization Summit 
(NSSE rated – National Special Security Event)

2009 – Presidential Inauguration and hometown
(NSSE rated)

Annual – Chicago Marathon  / Lollapalooza / Taste / PRIDE
(SEAR rated)

3636



City of Chicago:  World Planning Considerations

3737



City of Chicago:  World Planning Considerations

Chicago planning for newly emerging / highly 
pathogenic disease

Chicago Sentinel and Predictive Epidemiology 
division

• BlueDot
• ESSENCE
• RedCap

Chicago Medical Countermeasure planning
• Medical ancillary cache
• Pharmaceutical cache
• Vaccine Management platforms

3838



Outbreaks of Ebolavirus disease (EVD)

39
CDC Clinician Outreach and Communication Activity call 10/12/22



Prior Outbreaks of Sudan Virus (1976-2022)

40
CDC Clinician Outreach and Communication Activity call 10/12/22
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Total cases: 164
142 confirmed

22 probable

Total deaths: 77
55 confirmed

22 probable

Fatality rate: 48.1%

Districts affected:
Bunyangabu

Jinja

Kagadi

Kassanda

Kyegegwa

Munbende

Masaka

Kampala

Wakiso

Infections among Health 

Care Workers: 

19 (7 deaths)

https://www.who.int/emergencies/disease-outbreak-news/item/2022-DON425; Ug_EVD_SitRep#89.pdf
https://www.afro.who.int/countries/publications?country=879

2022 Uganda Sudan Virus Outbreak, as of Jan 5

https://www.who.int/emergencies/disease-outbreak-news/item/2022-DON425


Controlling an Ebolavirus Outbreak

• Surveillance for new cases (community, healthcare settings, postmortem)

• Identification and monitoring of contacts

• Education on infection prevention and control

• Communication to the public and providing education about safe practices

• Vaccination

• Laboratory: Real-time genetic sequencing

• Security for outbreak response in conflict zones

Modified from Christie A, et al,  N Engl J Med 2020;383;1202-1204 42



Ebola CDPH Local Operational Planning

Entry Point Preparedness

1. Screening  at O’Hare

2. Traveler Monitoring Protocol

Community Preparedness

1. Public Messaging

2. Community Engagement

Health System Preparedness

1. Network of Providers

2. All Area Hospitals and Clinics

3. EMS Providers

Inter-Government Collaboration

1. Inter-agency Coordination

2. State Collaboration

3. CDC Guidance

43



CDPH Coordination  

CDPH

Clipart, www.cdc.gov
44

http://www.cdc.gov/


Healthcare Facilities Screening

1) Identify exposure history

2) Identify signs and symptoms

3) Isolate

4) Inform

45



46www.roadarch.com, www.tomrossiter.com; dailynorthwestern.com; 
archrecord.construction.com; foundation.luriechildrens.org  

http://www.roadarch.com/
http://www.tomrossiter.com/


Highly Infectious Disease – Infrastructure Capabilities

Regulatory storage environments

Advanced inventory controls

Cached resource capabilities

4747



@ChicagoPublicHealth

HealthyChicago@cityofchicago.org

@ChiPublicHealth

Chicago.gov/Health

Thank You!
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