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Chicago COVID-19 Community Transmission and Risk Matrix

Source: Chicago Department of Public Health, data current as of January 27, 2022. These metrics represent general community COVID transmission and should not be applied to individual settings
that have mitigation practices in place.
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Chicago COVID-19 cases peaked at the 
beginning of January and have been 
declining since, though numbers remain very 
high
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Current 7-day 
case average: 
1,626

Chi.gov/coviddash

Peak daily total 
1/4: 9,700



Chicago COVID-19 test positivity peaked January 1 and has 
been declining since, though numbers remain very high

4

Current 
positivity: 7%

Chi.gov/coviddash

Peak positivity 
1/1: 20.2%



Emergency Department visits with COVID diagnoses 
now out of high risk transmission category
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Current # ED 
Diagnoses: 71



Chicago COVID-19 Hospitalizations (new hospitalizations each 
day) are decreasing, though more Chicago residents are still 
being  newly hospitalized each day  with COVID-19 than  at 
any point since May of 2020
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Current daily average: 148 hospitalizations

Across system in Chicago today:
19% non-ICU capacity
12% ICU capacity

Chi.gov/coviddash

Peak daily total 
1/4: 276



Chicago COVID Hospital Census (non-ICU Hospital Beds 
occupied by COVID-19 patients) has started to decrease but 
remains higher than at any prior point in the pandemic

7

Current average: 1,045
19% non-ICU capacity available 

Chi.gov/coviddash



Chicago: ICU Hospital Beds occupied by COVID-19 patients has 
started to decline and is similar to last winter’s peak
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Chi.gov/coviddash

Current average: 239
12% ICU capacity available



Even if they do get a breakthrough COVID infection, vaccinated
Chicagoans remain FIVE TIMES less likely to be hospitalized than 
unvaccinated Chicagoans.
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Even if they do get a breakthrough COVID infection, vaccinated
Chicagoans also remain FIVE TIMES less likely to die than unvaccinated
Chicagoans. Nearly the entire surge of deaths during Omicron has 
been in unvaccinated Chicagoans.



Citywide Vaccination Rate – 80% of 5+ have at least a 
first dose of vaccine
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Chi.gov/coviddash



First dose coverage among BOTH 12-17-year-olds and 
18-29 year-olds has reached 77%

Largest increase in vaccinations in the past week is among 5-11 and 18-29 year olds

Chi.gov/coviddash
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Chi.gov/COVIDVAX



Feeling sick? You 
should get tested 
for COVID-19.
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Chi.gov/CovidTest

• You have options:
• At Home Kits

• Order your FREE at home tests 
through the federal 
government at CovidTests.gov 

• Your healthcare provider

• Community health centers

• Pharmacies

• Community based testing



Where to get vaccinated 
THIS weekend: PLENTY of 
appointments available! 
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Chi.gov/CovidVax

SATURDAY

SUNDAY
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