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• In 2020, the U.S. had one death by suicide every 11 minutes 

NATIONWIDE NUMBER launching for mental health crises

On July 16, 2022 (THIS Saturday) the State of Illinois is activating 988, strengthening and expanding the existing 
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline--where compassionate, accessible care and support are available for anyone 
experiencing mental health–related distress. 
• 988 is the new three-digit number for calls, available in multiple languages.
• People can dial 988 if they are having thoughts of suicide, mental health or substance use crises, or any other 

kind of emotional distress. 
• People can also dial 988 if they are worried about a loved one who may need crisis support. 

• This will continue to grow and evolve over the next few years.
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While the overall risk of MPV remains low, see a 
healthcare provider if you develop symptoms

• As of 7/11, a total of 105 Chicagoans have been 
diagnosed with monkeypox virus (MPV)
• Most, but not all, have been in gay, bisexual, or men 

who have sex with men (MSM)

• Spread occurs through tight-knit social networks
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If you have a new or unexplained rash:
• Visit a healthcare provider or call 312-746-4835 to 

get connected to care
• Remind your provider that MPV is in the community
• Avoid sex or being intimate with anyone until you’ve 

been checked out



MPV doesn’t spread easily without close contact

• Viral infection

• Symptoms typically include flu-like illness and a rash that can 
look like pimples or blisters; some people only have a rash

• Spread can occur from person to person by:
• Skin-to-skin contact with a rash, sores, or body fluids

• Respiratory secretions during prolonged face-to-face or intimate 
contact, such as kissing, cuddling, or sex

• Touching items such as clothing or linens that previously 
touched a rash or body fluids

• Anyone can be infected with MPV 5



We have effective treatment and vaccines against MPV

• FDA-approved antiviral medication (tecovirimat - TPOXX) 
• recommended for people who are more likely to get severely ill

•Effective vaccines against MPV to protect individuals 
who:
• have been exposed to someone with MPV, OR

• are likely to be exposed to MPV
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In Chicago we :
• Facilitate testing to identify those with MPV 
and provide treatment when needed

• Identify close or intimate contacts for 
monitoring and vaccination when indicated 

• Engage with community and summer event 
organizers to share information about staying 
healthy while celebrating. 

• Deliver vaccines directly to high-risk 
communities

• Vaccination is not currently recommended for 
the general public
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Get vaccinated for MPV in Chicago, if you either: 

Had close 
physical contact 
with someone or 

an intimate 
partner who was 
diagnosed with 

MPV

OR

Are a gay, 
bisexual or other 

(cis or trans) 
man who has sex 

with men

AND

Has intimate or sexual contact 
with other men in a social or sexual 
venue

OR
Has intimate or sexual contact 
with multiple or anonymous 
partners

OR
Has given or received money or 
other goods/services in exchange 
for sex
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At this time, MPV vaccine is not recommended for the general public (including men who have 
sex with men, without other risk factors). As vaccine supply increases, guidance may evolve.
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Chicago.gov/monkeypox

https://click.citynews.chicago.gov/?qs=a27a9d63a0341db861606a5f6409da126d59c4b984e9ed4f6d428e60f317dd59264bc3d05ceed9f184e4fb53bfc5ef54832a4c790dfc18f0


This week, 59% of U.S. Counties report High or Medium COVID 
Community Level. Cook County moved back to Medium level as of 
7/7 CDC update.

10https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-
view?list_select_state=all_states&list_select_county=all_counties&data-type=

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view?list_select_state=all_states&list_select_county=all_counties&data-type=


https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/covid-19/home/community-transmission-and-risk.html

https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/covid-19/home/community-transmission-and-risk.html
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Variant Surveillance, Midwest Region
Continued evolution of more infectious Omicron subvariants; increased BA4/5
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It’s ALL OMICRON 

(and now mostly BA4/5)

BA.2 (2.6%)

BA.2.12.1 (25.7%)

BA.4 (17.3%)

BA.5 (54.5%)

Collection date, week endinghttps://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-
tracker/#circulatingVariants
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https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#circulatingVariants


SARS-CoV-2 Variant Surveillance, United States
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It’s ALL OMICRON

BA.2 (2.8%)

BA.2.12 (27.2%)

BA.4 (16.5%)

BA.5 (53.6%)
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-
tracker/#circulatingVariants

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#circulatingVariants
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Chicago: COVID-19 Vaccine Coverage
4.7% (roughly 7,700) of Chicagoans under 5 have received one 
dose of COVID vaccine. National estimates are below 2%

16https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/covid19-vaccine/home/covid-19-vaccine-coverage.html
https://abcnews.go.com/Health/300000-kids-dose-covid-vaccine/story?id=86406974

https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/covid19-vaccine/home/covid-19-vaccine-coverage.html
https://abcnews.go.com/Health/300000-kids-dose-covid-vaccine/story?id=86406974
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A slow uptake is not a surprise. In an April national survey, only 
18% of parents of children under 5 planned to vaccinate their 
young child right away.

https://www.kff.org/coronavirus-covid-19/poll-finding/kff-covid-19-vaccine-monitor-april-2022/

https://www.kff.org/coronavirus-covid-19/poll-finding/kff-covid-19-vaccine-monitor-april-2022/
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WHEN SHOULD I GET MY FIRST BOOSTER DOSE?
• Anyone 5y+ should get boosted:
• 5 months after your initial Pfizer (12+) or Moderna (18+) series

• 2 months after your initial J&J (18+) vaccination

19

• The following groups should get a second mRNA booster 4 months 
after their first booster dose:
• Any adult 50+

• Individuals 12+ who are moderately or severely 
immunocompromised

WHEN SHOULD I GET MY SECOND BOOSTER DOSE?
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Limitations:

Pharmacist needs to be able to assess for liver or kidney problems. (Patients can bring 
blood test results from the last year electronically or on paper, or pharmacist can check 
with provider.)

Pharmacist needs to be able to assess for drug-drug interactions. (Patients can bring list of 
meds or access.)

• Paxlovid authorized for treatment of mild-to-moderate COVID in adults and older pediatric
patients (12y and older and at least 40kg/88lb) who are at high risk for progression to severe COVID.
.
• Must be taken within 5 days after symptoms begin.

• No requirement to repeat positive result from home test.
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