
Ask Dr. Arwady

August 30, 2022



August 31 is International Overdose Awareness Day

Learn what YOU can do to #EndOverdose

Follow CDPH on Social Media @ChiPublicHealth 
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Monkeypox Update

August 30, 2022



2022 MPV global outbreak: 48,844 Total Confirmed 
Cases identified in 99 countries

16
Source: CDC, Data as of 8/29/2022

Has not 
historically 
reported 
monkeypox

Has historically 
reported 
monkeypox

92
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Countries with the Highest Number of Reported MPV 
cases – 8/29/2022

17
Source: CDC
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In the U.S., 18,101 Total Confirmed MPV Cases identified

18Source: CDC, Data as of 8/29/2022
Chicago Data: Chicago.gov/MPV

As of 8/29
Illinois: 1,049
Chicago: 843



U.S. Monkeypox Case Trends Reported to CDC – 8/24/2022
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States with the Highest Number Reported MPV Cases -
8/29/2022
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1. New York City: 2,885 2. Los Angeles: 1,268 3. Chicago: 800 4. San Francisco: 684

5. Dallas: 444 6. Dallas: 405 7. Washington DC: 402 8. Seattle: 315 

9. Seattle: 257 10. San Diego: 239 

Cities with the Highest Number of 
Reported  MPV Cases – 8.25.2022

Chicago ranked third with 800 MPV 
cases as of 8/25/22

Big Cities Health Coalition (numbers updated weekly)



MPV is across Chicago: Residents of 65 of Chicago’s 77 
community areas have been diagnosed with MPV to date

22

As of 8/29/2022



MPV cases diagnosed in Chicago residents (updates M-F)

23Chicago.gov/monkeypox
Chicago.gov/MPV

Good news: 
Plateau/ongoing 
decrease in new 
cases



Outbreak is slowing: “Doubling Time” continues to get 
longer

24



Weekly Volume of People Tested for MPV, Chicago, IL.
June 1 to August 24, 2022

25Data source: I-NEDSS dataset compiled up to 08/26/2022 @ 11:21am​
*Data represented in the gray-colored bar is not yet complete.



Demographics of Chicagoans diagnosed with MPV

26
Chicago.gov/MPV
Data from 8/29/2022



Demographics of Chicagoans diagnosed with MPV

27Chicago.gov/MPV
Data from 8/29/22

•Sex refers to sex assigned at birth
•Gender and sexual orientation are self-reported at 
the time of care or during interview with CDPH staff
•Some information about cases may be classified as 
unknown because the case did not provide it or 
because the case has not yet been reached for 
interview.

95% of 

Chicagoans 
reporting 
their sexual 
orientation 
have been 
gay or 
bisexual
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Good match on geography of MPV cases and MPV vaccines 
(by resident address)

Chicago MPV Case Count
Data as of August 22, 2022

Parentheses is number 
of community areas



Good match on sex distribution among cases and 
those vaccinated against MPV

29

MPV Cases Chicagoans Vaccinated

Data reported as of 8/29/2022. Demographic information is 
captured differently between cases and those vaccinated in I-
CARE. Interpret comparisons with caution. 



Good match on age distribution among cases and 
those vaccinated against MPV

30

MPV Cases Chicagoans Vaccinated

Data reported as of 8/29/2022. Demographic information is 
captured differently between cases and those vaccinated in I-
CARE. Interpret comparisons with caution. 



Continued focus on increasing testing and vaccination 
among Latinx and Black Chicagoans at increased risk:
While 32% of MPV cases have been in Latinx Chicagoans, as of August 29, 18% of MPV 
vaccines had gone to Latinx Chicagoans.

31

MPV Cases Chicagoans Vaccinated

Data reported as of 8/29/2022. Demographic information is 
captured differently between cases and those vaccinated in I-
CARE. Interpret comparisons with caution. 
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Excellent match on race/ethnicity of MPV cases and Chicagoans who 
received TREATMENT (TPOXX) for MPV (As of 8/29/2022)

All Cases

Received 
TPOXX



MPV Vaccine Administration by Intradermal injection

• FDA issued Emergency Use Authorization permitting 
JYNNEOS vaccine to be administered in smaller 
doses by intradermal injection
• Much shallower injection, just under surface of skin 

(rather than a larger dose in a deeper layer of the skin)

• Similar technique to tuberculosis skin test

• This injection approach allows vaccinators to give up 
to five vaccinations (typically four), rather than one,
from each existing vaccine vial--significantly 
increasing the reach of the available vaccine

• Good News: As of last week, the large majority of 
vaccination sites in Chicago have already switched to 
this mode of administration
• Intradermal is appropriate for second doses, even if the 

first dose was administered subcutaneously

33
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37
chicago.gov/monkeypox or chicago.gov/mpv

Appointments available this weekend!



38
chicago.gov/monkeypox or chicago.gov/mpv

Dozens of additional 
providers have received a 
small amount of vaccine 
to vaccinate close 
contacts of diagnosed 
cases among their 
existing patients.

Chicago
MPV
Vaccine 
Clinical 
Providers



Many mobile and LGBTQ+ 
focused vaccination events and locations

• Alfresco Event w/ PRCC

• CALOR

• Center on Halsted-South &  
North 

• Jackson Park

• Life is Work

• Pride South

• Silver Room Block Party

• SWOP- Sex Workers 
Outreach Project-Chicago

• Taskforce

• The Promontory

• TPAN 

• Vogue University
39

• Bassline Event 

• Cell Block

• Chicago Coalition of Kink 
Clubs 

• Fantasy Event 

• Hydrate 

• Jefferey Pub 

• Onyx (Club Escape)

• Steamworks

• Touche’
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COVID-19 Update

August 30, 2022



Big News: U.S. is likely nearing release of an 
updated version of the original COVID vaccine

• Last week, Pfizer and BioNTech announced that they've asked the FDA to authorize an 
updated version of their COVID-19 vaccine — this one designed specifically to target 
the omicron subvariants that are dominant in the U.S. Moderna has also submitted.
• More than 95% of cases are now caused by the BA.4 and BA.5 subvariants, while the vaccines 

being used were designed for the original coronavirus strain from 2019-2020.

• The new vaccine is "bivalent” — meaning it's a mix of two versions of the vaccine —
both boosting protection against original coronavirus strain as well as (newly) 
protecting against the BA.4 and BA.5 Omicron subvariants.

• If the vaccine is authorized by the FDA and approved by the CDC, vaccination could 
begin potentially as soon as the week after Labor Day

43
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2022/08/22/1118788439/vaccine-maker-asks-fda-to-greenlight-updated-omicron-booster-shot

https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2022/08/22/1118788439/vaccine-maker-asks-fda-to-greenlight-updated-omicron-booster-shot


Who is expected to be eligible to receive the updated COVID 
vaccine (bivalent booster)? 
Pending FDA/CDC authorization, but likely anyone (age 12+) 
who has completed their primary series. 

This is about 1.8 million Chicagoans or 77% of the age 12+ population

Chicagoans who have 
completed their primary 
vaccine series

• Citywide (all ages) = 70.1% 
or 1,877,894 
• 5+ = 1,882,801

• 12+ = 1,780,119

• 18+ = 1,648,274

• 65+ = 276,551 

44



Preliminary questions/answers (could change based 
on FDA/CDC approvals)

45

Who can get the updated booster?
People who have completed a primary series (two doses of Pfizer or Moderna or one of J/J).

Does it matter whether I got a booster in the past?
No.

Are there age limits?
The Pfizer updated booster is for age 12+
The Moderna updated booster is for age 18+
[There may be an updated booster for younger children in the future.]

Will it still be free?
Yes, the federal government is providing the vaccine.

When will vaccine ship?
CDC is expecting to roll out both Moderna and Pfizer bivalent boosters at the same time, after Labor Day. 
Needs EUA approval from FDA (expected this week) to start shipping. Needs CDC/ACIP approval to start 
administering.

o ACIP meeting set for September 1-2 (this Th-F), so may have approval by end of week.
o First doses of vaccine could arrive in Chicago as early as Tuesday 9/5.



Variant Surveillance, Midwest Region
Continued evolution of more infectious Omicron subvariants; increased BA4/5

46

Good News: 

It’s STILL ALL OMICRON 

(and now nearly all BA4/5)

BA.2.12.1 (0.3%)

BA.4 (3.5%)

BA.4.6 (5.9%)

BA.5 (90.3%)

Collection date, week endinghttps://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-
tracker/#circulatingVariants
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SARS-CoV-2 Variant Surveillance, United States

47

It’s ALL OMICRON

BA.2.12 (0.2%)

BA.4 (3.6%)

BA.4.6 (7.5%)

BA.5 (88.7%)

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-
tracker/#circulatingVariants

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#circulatingVariants


93.9 Million Cumulative Cases

Presented by the New York Times 8/29/2022; Sources: Local governments; The 
Center for Systems Science and Engineering at Johns Hopkins University 

Average daily COVID-19 cases per 100,000 population

National currently:

diagnosed daily cases per 100,000 people

Illinois currently:

diagnosed daily cases per 100,000 people

Chicago currently:

diagnosed daily cases per 100,000 people

27

27

19

Vaccinations
Fully Vaccinated With a Booster

All ages 67% 33%

65 and up 92% 65%

1.04 Million Cumulative Deaths

48



COVID: In last week’s CDC update, 73% of U.S. Counties reported 
High or Medium COVID Community Level (80% two weeks ago). 

49https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-
view?list_select_state=all_states&list_select_county=all_counties&data-type=

*CDC updates 
this map on 
Thursday 
evenings. 

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view?list_select_state=all_states&list_select_county=all_counties&data-type=


50
https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/covid-19/home/community-transmission-and-risk.html

https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/covid-19/home/community-transmission-and-risk.html


Chicago: COVID-19 Vaccine Coverage
11.4% (roughly 18,500) of Chicagoans under 5 have received one dose of 
COVID vaccine. 

51https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/covid19-vaccine/home/covid-19-vaccine-coverage.html

https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/covid19-vaccine/home/covid-19-vaccine-coverage.html


Review: Isolation versus Quarantine Guidance

•Isolation: for those who have tested positive 

• NO CHANGE IN GUIDANCE!

• MUST stay home minimum of 5 days from onset of symptoms or positive test

• If symptoms have improved, can return to school/work at day 6—but mask through day 10

•Quarantine: for those who have been exposed but do not have symptoms

• No longer required to stay out of school/work, regardless of vaccine status

• You should 

• Monitor for symptoms (and test if you develop symptoms at any point)

• Mask for 10 days after exposure, regardless of symptoms

• Make sure: Take a test, regardless of symptoms, at least 5 full days after your last exposure
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SATURDAY

SATURDAY
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