
COVID-19 Health Committee Update 
1/10/22

All data are preliminary and subject to change as cases are investigated



What’s Different With Omicron?
National COVID data: Dramatic increase in less severe cases; 
rising hospitalizations in unvaccinated

New York Times 1/8/22
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Chicago: COVID-19 case rate is highest it has been 
since the beginning of the pandemic
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Current 

average 

case rate: 

5,260

Highest daily total 

12/28: 7,871



Chicago: COVID test positivity is highest it has been 
since the first wave of the pandemic

5

Current 

positivity: 

21.2%



Despite record amounts of 
testing in recent weeks (>2x the 
previous peaks), test positivity is 
soaring.

This is because incidence 
(number of new cases) is 
increasing exponentially – testing 
expansion will not keep pace. It’s 
important that testing is in the 
most critical spaces.

The most critical metrics right 
now are related to hospital 
capacity.
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Chicago COVID-19 Hospitalizations
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Across system in Chicago today:
20% non-ICU capacity
13% ICU capacity
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Vaccinated Chicagoans are much less likely to experience severe illness, and 
an additional/booster dose clearly provides added protection

Notes: 
Includes cases among Chicago residents reported into the Illinois Electronic Disease Surveillance System (I-NEDSS) with date of specimen collection 10/17/2021-1/1/2022, pulled 1/8/2022.
Vaccination status obtained from the Illinois Comprehensive Automated Immunization Registry (I-CARE) registry. Fully vaccinated defined as completion of vaccine series at least 14 days prior to a positive test (with no 
other positive tests in the previous 45 days) without an additional or booster dose received. Boosted defined as fully vaccinated with an additional or booster dose of any COVID-19 vaccine received at least 14 days prior to 
positive test. Rate for vaccinated calculated as total cases divided by cumulative vaccinated at the end of each week, multiplied by 100,000. Rate for unvaccinated calculated as total cases divided by total population minus 
cumulative vaccinated at the end of each week, multiplied by 100,000. Data are graphed starting the week CDC expanded booster dose eligibility and recommendations. 
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Most children who are hospitalized with COVID-19 are 
unvaccinated

Notes: 
Includes cases among Chicago residents reported into the Illinois Electronic Disease Surveillance System (I-NEDSS) with date of specimen collection 10/17/2021-1/1/2022, pulled 1/8/2022.
Vaccination status obtained from the Illinois Comprehensive Automated Immunization Registry (I-CARE) registry. Fully vaccinated defined as completion of vaccine series at least 14 days prior to a positive test (with no 
other positive tests in the previous 45 days) without an additional or booster dose received. Boosted defined as fully vaccinated with an additional or booster dose of any COVID-19 vaccine received at least 14 days prior to 
positive test. Rate for vaccinated calculated as total cases divided by cumulative vaccinated at the end of each week, multiplied by 100,000. Rate for unvaccinated calculated as total cases divided by total population minus 
cumulative vaccinated at the end of each week, multiplied by 100,000. Data are graphed starting the week CDC expanded booster dose eligibility and recommendations. 
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Risk of hospitalization increases with age, though risk among 
middle-age adults who received a booster dose is near zero

Notes: 
Includes cases among Chicago residents reported into the Illinois Electronic Disease Surveillance System (I-NEDSS) with date of specimen collection 10/17/2021-1/1/2022, pulled 1/8/2022.
Vaccination status obtained from the Illinois Comprehensive Automated Immunization Registry (I-CARE) registry. Fully vaccinated defined as completion of vaccine series at least 14 days prior to a positive test (with no 
other positive tests in the previous 45 days) without an additional or booster dose received. Boosted defined as fully vaccinated with an additional or booster dose of any COVID-19 vaccine received at least 14 days prior to 
positive test. Rate for vaccinated calculated as total cases divided by cumulative vaccinated at the end of each week, multiplied by 100,000. Rate for unvaccinated calculated as total cases divided by total population minus 
cumulative vaccinated at the end of each week, multiplied by 100,000. Data are graphed starting the week CDC expanded booster dose eligibility and recommendations. 
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The large majority of hospitalized young adults during the 
latest surge were unvaccinated

Notes: 
Includes cases among Chicago residents reported into the Illinois Electronic Disease Surveillance System (I-NEDSS) with date of specimen collection 10/17/2021-1/1/2022, pulled 1/8/2022.
Vaccination status obtained from the Illinois Comprehensive Automated Immunization Registry (I-CARE) registry. Fully vaccinated defined as completion of vaccine series at least 14 days prior to a positive test (with no 
other positive tests in the previous 45 days) without an additional or booster dose received. Boosted defined as fully vaccinated with an additional or booster dose of any COVID-19 vaccine received at least 14 days prior to 
positive test. Rate for vaccinated calculated as total cases divided by cumulative vaccinated at the end of each week, multiplied by 100,000. Rate for unvaccinated calculated as total cases divided by total population minus 
cumulative vaccinated at the end of each week, multiplied by 100,000. Data are graphed starting the week CDC expanded booster dose eligibility and recommendations. 
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Risk of infection is much higher in unvaccinated elderly residents (age 65+ 
years) compared to their vaccinated counterparts

Notes: 
Includes cases among Chicago residents reported into the Illinois Electronic Disease Surveillance System (I-NEDSS) with date of specimen collection 10/17/2021-1/1/2022, pulled 1/8/2022.
Vaccination status obtained from the Illinois Comprehensive Automated Immunization Registry (I-CARE) registry. Fully vaccinated defined as completion of vaccine series at least 14 days prior to a positive test (with no 
other positive tests in the previous 45 days) without an additional or booster dose received. Boosted defined as fully vaccinated with an additional or booster dose of any COVID-19 vaccine received at least 14 days prior to 
positive test. Rate for vaccinated calculated as total cases divided by cumulative vaccinated at the end of each week, multiplied by 100,000. Rate for unvaccinated calculated as total cases divided by total population minus 
cumulative vaccinated at the end of each week, multiplied by 100,000. Data are graphed starting the week CDC expanded booster dose eligibility and recommendations. 
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Vaccination rates continue to increase in Chicago.
77% of eligible Chicagoans (5+) have received at least one 
dose of a COVID vaccine
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Chicago: Vaccination rates by age continue to increase and 
above national average in children and adolescents
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U.S. 5-11 y/o with one dose: 24.6%

U.S. 12-17 y/o with one dose: 63.6%

U.S. 5-11 y/o completed series: 15.6%

U.S. 12-17 y/o completed series: 53.6%
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U.S. 12-17 
y/o with 
one dose: 
63.6%

U.S. 5-11 
y/o with 
one dose: 
24.6%



Chicago vaccine rates by zip codes: Hover over your zip code 
to identify more detailed data at chi.gov/coviddash
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Chicago vaccine rates by zip codes: Hover over your zip code 
to identify more detailed data at chi.gov/coviddash

18

Zip codes with 

over 60% of 

eligible (5 years+) 

population with 

at least one dose

Zip codes with 

over 60% of 

eligible (5 years+) 

population with 

completed vaccine 

series
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Zip codes with 

over 70% of 

eligible 

population with 

at least one 

dose

Zip codes with 

over 70% of 

eligible 

population with 

completed 

vaccine series

Chicago vaccine rates by zip codes: Hover over your zip code 
to identify more detailed data at chi.gov/coviddash
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Zip codes with 

over 80% of 

eligible 

population with 

at least one 

dose

Zip codes with 

over 80% of 

eligible 

population with 

completed 

vaccine series

Chicago vaccine rates by zip codes: Hover over your zip code 
to identify more detailed data at chi.gov/coviddash
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Protect Chicago At Home demand remains strong, 
program has surpassed 25k doses total
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Utilization and overall volume remain high after holiday lag, continues to be more than 2/3 
Black and Latino residents



CDPH Family Vaccination Clinics – this weekend’s clinics very 
successful; nearly 30% at Truman were primary vaccine doses

23* Based on Scheduled Appointments, not administered doses

To date, 64% of appointments have been kids 5-11 and 59% Black or Latinx, 3675 total served



CDPH Family Vaccination Clinic – Extended Dates
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• CDPH to do “second lap” of 
family clinics at City Colleges 
due to popularity and continued 
demand



KN95 mask distribution
• Identified total of 1.9m KN95 masks, appropriate for non-medical (community) settings

• One-time distribution only

• 200k went to CPS 

• Each aldermen offered 20k with pickup today and tomorrow

• Depending how many are ultimately distributed to aldermen, the remainder will go directly to 
CBOs 
• Offered to Healthy Chicago Equity Zone leads and community orgs, RERRT, Protect Chicago Plus 

partners. 

• As of yesterday nearly 100 orgs had expressed interest in pickup, will be Wed-Fri.

• Plan is to distribute them all this week. Again, ONE TIME distribution. Big operation, storage 
constraints, etc. 
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All aldermen offered 20,000 KN95 
masks for distribution; please prioritize 
highest-need settings.
Out of 25 scheduled for pick up today 
(Monday), 23 have already done so. 
Another 25 are picking up tomorrow 
(Tuesday). 26



CDPH is working to expand community-based testing through several methods. This is 
scalable during surges.

Priorities are 1) decompressing Emergency Departments, where people are still going to seek 
testing 
2) Testing in areas where hospitalizations are the highest, while supporting linking people 
testing positive to care to reduce risk of hospitalization.
->Work has begun on sites in Medical District and Daley College - expected timeline ~2 wks.

Community 
organizations

Specimen 
collection

Laboratory 
testing

Funded 
by CDPH

Funded by federal 
government
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CDPH already works with SHIELD. We are linking additional sites with existing 
partnerships to Uof I SHIELD program to expand their operations to be open to the 
community and working to expand others.

The first of these (Federal Courthouse) is due to open to the public this Wednesday 
January 12th, 2022.

Laboratory 
testing

Funded by CDPH
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Rapid Tests
CDPH has distributed over 150,000 rapid tests since the start of the pandemic.

Due to severe national shortages, our usual supplier (Abbott) has been unable to 
fulfill orders since November.

CDPH has more on back order, and has also placed an additional order with a 
new supplier, but this will likely take a few weeks until supply is coming again, 
because of the federal prioritization.

These will be prioritized for interrupting transmission and safely ending isolation 
early at high-risk congregate settings.
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CDPH has also sought federal resources for either community-
based testing or rapid test kits.

Federal government is:

Distributing >140,000 rapid test kits to Chicago 
FQHCs. Delivery began late last week (>20,000 received)

Continuing to operate more than 50 free COVID-19 
testing sites in Chicago through federal partnership with 
Walgreens.
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Chicago School and Daycare Responses 
& Outbreaks

Data through 01/01/2021

All data are preliminary and subject to change as cases are investigated



Background
• Schools and daycares in Chicago receive reports of any staff or 

students with COVID-19 (cases) and reports them to CDPH

• Chicago schools and daycares need policies in place to:
• Isolate cases
• Identify, notify and quarantine close contacts
• Notify the school community

• CDPH is available for consultation and to answer questions on isolation 
and quarantine

• CDPH also investigates clusters or outbreaks of cases to determine if 
spread could have occurred within the school or daycare and to provide 
recommendations to prevent spread, such as quarantine of a 
classroom
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Definitions
• The Illinois Department of Public Health defines outbreaks and clusters in 

daycares and schools 
• Clusters are 2 or more cases in a school or daycare within 14 days

• An outbreak in a daycare is 2 or more cases in 14 days linked to the same setting (e.g. 
a classroom) with no link to one another outside of the daycare

• The definition of an outbreak in a school has changed over the pandemic as cases 
have risen and fallen, but is currently either 3 or more linked cases or 10% of a linked 
cohort within 14 days
• Cohorts include classrooms or extracurricular activities

• Close contact must have occurred at school and not, for example, at home

• Cases in schools/daycares include:
• In CPS district-run schools: cases publicly reported by CPS on their data dashboard, 

reflecting cases that were present in the schools while infectious/contagious* 

• In daycares and other schools: any case in the facility in the 14 days before through 
10 days after start of symptoms or test date

• Important to understand: School/daycare attendance (sometimes known as exposure 
data) does NOT indicate source of infection

*CPS reports cases in school while infections (2 days before through 10 days after start of symptoms or test date)
33
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Chicago cases in schools (CPS and non-CPS) increased in 
December, similar to Chicago cases as a whole 

Data notes:
All cases are assigned to the week of report. Daycare-associated cases include cases reported by daycares to CDPH in the week of report. Cases who were in the daycare in the 14 days prior to their 
onset are included. All other school cases include cases reported by schools to CDPH, including private, religious, and charter schools. Cases who were in the school in the 14 days prior to their 
onset are included. CPS district-run school cases include cases publicly reported by CPS on the CPS dashboard. Only cases who were in the school during their infectious period are included. Data 
are preliminary and subject to change.
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Most cases in Chicago schools have been in students compared 
to staff, primarily reflecting differences in vaccination rates

Data notes:
All cases are assigned to the week of report. Daycare-associated cases include cases reported by daycares to CDPH in the week of report. Cases who were in the daycare in the 14 days prior to their 
onset are included. All other school cases include cases reported by schools to CDPH, including private, religious, and charter schools. Cases who were in the school in the 14 days prior to their onset 
are included. CPS district-run school cases include cases publicly reported by CPS on the CPS dashboard. Only cases who were in the school during their infectious period are included. Data are 
preliminary and subject to change. Outbreaks include epi-linked cases where the most likely route of transmission is in the facility. The threshold is 2 confirmed cases in a daycare and 3 confirmed 
cases in a school.
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In Fall 2021, there were 100 school outbreaks among over 800 
Chicago schools (including CPS and non-CPS). Of these, 94% had 
fewer than 5 students and/or staff.
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Oubreaks at CPS

As of 12/30/21. As of 10/1/21, a school-associated cluster/outbreak is defined as 3 or more epi-linked, lab-confirmed cases with onset within 14 days AND cases are 
not close contacts of each other in another setting (i.e., household) outside of the school setting or have a more likely known common exposure. Prior to 10/1/21, a 
school-associated outbreak only included 2 or more epi-linked, lab-confirmed cases. IDPH requires all outbreaks to be reported. 

• 53 outbreaks across 51 CPS schools in 
this school year to date
• There are over 500 district-run schools

• Outbreak size is small
• Mean 2.5 cases

• Most (64%) involve only students
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Percent of CPS-reported quarantined students who tested positive after 
close contact

Less than 5% of CPS-reported quarantined students 
subsequently tested positive for COVID.
(Remember, quarantined does not mean infected, it means being a close 
contact of someone potentially infectious with COVID)
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