
 CHICAGO 
 

Funding opportunities for residents, 
delegate agencies, vendors, and other 

stakeholders 

 

 

How to Find and Apply for Funding Opportunities 

Step 1: 
Register as a vendor in iSupplier - In order to do 

business with the City of Chicago, your 
organization must register as a vendor in the 

iSupplier portal to use the City’s eProcurement 
system and respond to bids and opportunities. 

Step 2: 
View Citywide funding opportunities - All current 
funding opportunities and solicitations are online 
in the City's eProcurement system. Although you 
can view opportunities without signing in to your 

iSupplier account, you must respond to 
solicitations in the iSupplier portal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/chicago-recovery-plan/home.html
https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts/dps/isupplier/login-register.html
https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts/dps/isupplier/current-bids.html
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Community Development  

Nonprofit Capacity Building Program 
The Nonprofit Capacity Building Program will offer participants direct access to partner organizations 

that can help with Application Assistance. The goal of Application Assistance is to provide frequent, in-

depth training and one-on-one coaching on specific topics for disproportionately impacted nonprofits 

seeking to apply for Recovery funding and grow their organizations. This individualized aide with be 

crucial to nonprofits that may be new to the City’s RFP system or feeling overwhelmed by the 

application process. 

Curated events and seminars will be organized, specifically with the needs of nonprofits in mind. Topics 

and training will include:   

• How to apply for City/Government Requests for Proposals (RFPs)   

• Navigating iSupplier   

• Upcoming City RFP Opportunities   

• Compliance and Reporting Expectations   

• Small group workshops   

• These workshops will be facilitated by capacity-builders well oriented with the Chicagoland 

ecosystem (philanthropy, academia, for-profit, nonprofit, and governmental agencies).   
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Climate Infrastructure Fund Deadline February 24th 
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Equitable Transit-Oriented Development Grant (ETOD) Deadline 

March 15th 
ETOD is development that enables all people regardless of income, race, ethnicity, age, gender, 

immigration status or ability to experience the benefits of dense, mixed-use, pedestrian-oriented 

development near transit hubs. ETOD elevates and prioritizes investments and policies that close the 

socioeconomic gaps between neighborhoods that are predominately people of color and those that are 

majority white. 

This grant will support: 

• Residential real estate projects (e.g., affordable housing, co-operative housing); and 

• Commercial real estate projects (e.g., neighborhood retail, community kitchens, neighborhood 

centers); 

• Mixed-use estate projects (e.g., artist live/workspaces, community hubs) 

ETOD Pre-Development Grant awardees will be able to get funding for the activities that take place 

before projects are ready to move into the development phase, for example: 

• Creating a clear project scope 

• Appointing a project manager 

• Refining design and engineering documents 

• Creating detailed project cost estimates 

• Establishing a financial proforma 

• Confirming the project site is compatible with zoning rules. 

• Paying for essential due diligence costs 

ETOD Pre-Development Grant program will grant up to $150,000 to eligible organizations to execute 

planning and pre-development activities for ETOD initiatives during a twelve-month period (with the 

opportunity for extension). 

https://cocdpd.submittable.com/submit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://cocdpd.submittable.com/submit
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Neighborhood Opportunity Fund  
The Neighborhood Opportunity Fund (NOF) is a small business grant program from the City of Chicago 

that supports catalytic investments in Chicago’s South, Southwest and West sides. Business and 

property owners may apply for grant funding to pay for development projects that support new or 

expanding businesses and cultural assets. Created in 2016, the program is financed by zoning bonus fees 

from downtown development. 

 

Small Projects (grants up to $250,000)  

• NOF Small Projects must be located in an Eligible Commercial Corridor, which are public streets 

that are generally zoned for retail or commercial uses. Projects are required in these locations so 

that they can be concentrated to create a larger, collective impact. Projects may also be located 

within a Priority Investment Corridor, which is similar to an Eligible Commercial Corridor, but has 

a greater amount of retail or commercial activity. Although not required, projects located within 

Primary Investment Corridors, will receive extra weight during the application review process. 

o Must be located in an Eligible Commercial Corridor  

o May also be located within a Priority Investment Corridor and/or an INVEST South/West 

Community Area (and will receive more credit during the application review process) 

 

Large Projects (grants exceeding $250,000, up to $2.5M) 

https://neighborhood-fund.s3.amazonaws.com/filer_public/d9/68/d968db82-d064-49dd-87da-b63d1e381ca5/nof_small_grants_program_manual_november_2021_1.pdf?AWSAccessKeyId=AKIAJNYGDLOJKHOUWCAA&Signature=3V%2BNgIklHD4uGDVfki3lyZeDAe0%3D&Expires=1678216940
https://neighborhood-fund.s3.amazonaws.com/filer_public/d9/68/d968db82-d064-49dd-87da-b63d1e381ca5/nof_small_grants_program_manual_november_2021_1.pdf?AWSAccessKeyId=AKIAJNYGDLOJKHOUWCAA&Signature=3V%2BNgIklHD4uGDVfki3lyZeDAe0%3D&Expires=1678216940
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• NOF Large Projects do not have to be located in an Eligible Commercial Corridor but must be 

located within the Qualified Investment Area (QIA).  Large Projects must receive City Council 

approval and a Redevelopment Agreement that governs the terms of the grant.  Large Projects 

are subject to the City’s construction compliance requirements, which include MBE/WBE, Local 

Hiring and Prevailing Wage (as established by the Illinois Department of Labor). We encourage 

applicants to contact us with questions about NOF Large Projects in advance of applying. 

o May be located inside, or outside of, an Eligible Commercial Corridor  

o May be located in an INVEST South/West Community Area (and will receive more credit 

during the application review process)  

o Must receive City Council approval.  

o Must have a full Redevelopment Agreement that governs the terms of the grant.  

o Must comply with City’s construction requirements (WBE/MBE, Local Hiring and 

Prevailing Wage) 

Program Materials 

Neighborhood Opportunity Fund Brochure - English (PDF) 

Neighborhood Opportunity Fund Brochure - Spanish (PDF) 

You can use the map on the Apply page to determine if your property is located in one of these 
eligible areas. 

To apply please visit: https://cocdpd.submittable.com/submit 

 

Community Wealth Building Planning and Pre-Development 

Grants Deadline March 15th  
As a part of the Chicago Recovery Plan, the Department of Planning and Development (DPD) in 

partnership with the Mayor’s Office of Equity and Racial Justice (OERJ), has designed the Community 

Wealth Building (CWB) Planning & Pre-Development Grants. These grants represent phase two of a 

three-phase $15M CWB pilot program to promote models of local, democratic, and shared ownership 

and control of community assets. This program will grant up to $150,000 to approximately 20 eligible 

organizations to execute planning and pre-development activities for a community wealth building 

project during a twelve-month period (with the opportunity for extension). 

https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/community-wealth-building/home.html 

This grant will support:  

• Commercial real estate projects (e.g., worker cooperatives with brick-and-mortar, community 

investment vehicles);  

• Residential real estate projects (e.g., limited-equity housing cooperatives, community land 

trusts, etc.); and 

• Non-real estate projects (e.g., worker cooperatives without brick-and-mortar needs) 

Apply: Click here to create a Submittable account and apply 

https://neighborhood-fund.s3.amazonaws.com/filer_public/70/bc/70bcb74d-a371-42f8-ada7-c3177ca3f56c/nof_handout_english_20191219_5.pdf?AWSAccessKeyId=AKIAJNYGDLOJKHOUWCAA&Signature=YtRQqR4cpg%2B800QMcDJN9WZIENw%3D&Expires=1678216940
https://neighborhood-fund.s3.amazonaws.com/filer_public/ec/e3/ece34eae-fb45-4984-a568-dd8556dce848/nof_handout_spanish_20191218.pdf?AWSAccessKeyId=AKIAJNYGDLOJKHOUWCAA&Signature=npkHm4gku4U9Q%2FYBTtUdBHNn8K4%3D&Expires=1678216940
https://neighborhood-fund.s3.amazonaws.com/filer_public/ec/e3/ece34eae-fb45-4984-a568-dd8556dce848/nof_handout_spanish_20191218.pdf?AWSAccessKeyId=AKIAJNYGDLOJKHOUWCAA&Signature=npkHm4gku4U9Q%2FYBTtUdBHNn8K4%3D&Expires=1678216940
https://neighborhoodopportunityfund.com/apply/
https://cocdpd.submittable.com/submit
https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/community-wealth-building/home.html
https://cocdpd.submittable.com/submit/247774/community-wealth-building-planning-pre-development-grant
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• Info Session: 

o Click here to download the slides from the January 31st info session  

o Click here to view the recording of the January 31st info session. 

o Click here to download the Frequently Asked Questions. 

Deadline: The deadline to apply is WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15 at 11:59 P.M. (BEFORE MIDNIGHT) CT. Late 

submissions will not be accepted. The City of Chicago encourages Applicants to submit a day in advance 

to avoid any technical issues. 

 

Department of Housing (DOH) Home Repair Program 
The Home Repair Program RFP is seeking administrators to provide a variety of home improvements 

that may include roof or porch repair/replacement, remediation of environmental health hazards, and 

climate resilient adaptations such as flood control, air conditioning, energy efficiency boiler and 

furnaces, insulation, solar energy and decarbonization. The service provider’s role is twofold: 1) to 

perform application administration and 2) construction management oversight of construction 

contractors. An amendment to the original proposal allows general contractors to now apply to provide 

construction management services. 

The full RFP text, including important additional application information, can be found here. Please 

review thoroughly before beginning the RFP application.  

Questions regarding this RFP must be submitted in writing to Chris Smith, Assistant Commissioner, 

Department of Housing at Christopher.Smith2@cityofchicago.org.  

Apply here: https://cocdpd.submittable.com/submit/ffa12b55-d84c-419a-968d-

66bbf6596625/department-of-housing-home-repair-program 

 

HomeMod- Program 
The HomeMod Program provides accessibility modifications for Chicago residents with disabilities, with 

low income. Renters and homeowners may apply. Landlord permission is required for renters. 

Modifications may include ramps, porch and stairlifts, roll-in showers, widened doorways, accessible 

sinks, and cabinets. HomeMod works with licensed, insured, and experienced home remodeling 

companies. All services will be performed in accordance with federal, state, and municipal accessibility 

legal requirements. Qualifying individuals may re-apply for additional modifications after waiting one 

year from service. 

https://www.chicago.gov/content/dam/city/sites/community-wealth-building/pdfs/CWB%20Planning%20and%20Pre-Development%20Pre-Submittal%20Conference.pdf
https://youtu.be/f6XOFIaQpF4
https://www.chicago.gov/content/dam/city/sites/community-wealth-building/pdfs/CWB%20Planning%20&%20Pre-Dev%20Grant%20FAQs.pdf
https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts/doh/supp_info/home-repair-program---request-for-proposals.html
mailto:Christopher.Smith2@cityofchicago.org
https://cocdpd.submittable.com/submit/ffa12b55-d84c-419a-968d-66bbf6596625/department-of-housing-home-repair-program
https://cocdpd.submittable.com/submit/ffa12b55-d84c-419a-968d-66bbf6596625/department-of-housing-home-repair-program
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Online Application: Here Printed applications are available by request at 312-743-5767. Proof of age, 

disability, household income, and building insurance must be submitted with the application.  

Applications are accepted year-round at the Central West Community Center located at 2102 W. Ogden 

Ave, Chicago, IL 60612 or by email at MOPDHomeMod@cityofchicago.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.chicago.gov/content/dam/city/depts/mopd/hous/general/HomeMod%20Application%202023%20(1).pdf
mailto:MOPDHomeMod@cityofchicago.org
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Corridor Ambassadors Program Deadline March 10th 

 

 

The Department of Planning and Development’s Corridor Ambassador program is enabling community-

based organizations to enhance their support for commercial corridors across Chicago. 

The program involves partnership with organizations that will work with the City to hire and train 

community members to serve as ambassadors, creating a visible, welcoming presence at neighborhood 

commercial centers for residents and visitors.  

In the course of their work, ambassadors are expected to:   

• Actively engage pedestrians by greeting people, sharing directions and providing escorts. 

• Discuss and address public safety priorities. 

• Share information on upcoming programming and activities. 

• Connect with public safety resources, including the Chicago Police Department, on security and 

safety needs. 

In February 2023, DPD issued a Request for Proposals (RFP) seeking additional organizations interested 

in participating in the Corridor Ambassador program. Awards are anticipated up to $235,000 per 

commercial corridor. Contracts with selected organizations are expected to be signed by May 1, 2023, 

allowing for ambassador recruiting and training prior to ambassadors being active on the corridor by 

June 1, 2023. The expected contract end date is December 31, 2023.    

FOR MORE INFORMATION:  

Download the Corridor Ambassadors RFP on the City's iSupplier portal.   

(See DPD Solicitation #9337 / Specification # 1266292)    

https://eprocurement.cityofchicago.org/OA_HTML/OA.jsp?OAFunc=PON_ABSTRACT_PAGE&PON_NEGOTIATION_STATUS=ACTIVE
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Request for Information (RFI): Identifying Decarbonization 

Strategies for Residential Properties Deadline March 6th. 
 

The Department of Housing seeks responses to inform the city about how to effectively and equitably 

decarbonize, reducing GHG emissions in 1-4 unit residential buildings, which represent 92.9% of 

Chicago’s housing stock. 

https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts/doh/supp_info/request-for-information--rfi--on-identifying-

decarbonization-str0.html 

Eligibility 

• Private entities, nonprofit and community organizations, utilities, and any subject matter 

experts with interest in or relevant perspectives on the proposed program 

Please submit all responses and any questions regarding the RFI via email to 

steph.o'connor@cityofchicago.org 

 

https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts/doh/supp_info/request-for-information--rfi--on-identifying-decarbonization-str0.html
https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts/doh/supp_info/request-for-information--rfi--on-identifying-decarbonization-str0.html
mailto:steph.o'connor@cityofchicago.org


   

 

13 
 

 



   

 

14 
 

Economic Development  
Small Hospitality Vendors Grant 
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SMALL BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT FUND (SBIF) Deadline Monthly 

Basis 
The Small Business Improvement Fund (SBIF) provides grant funding for permanent building 

improvements and repairs across the city.  

https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/small-business-improvement-fund/home.html 

Program participants can receive grants to cover between 30 percent and 90 percent of the cost of 

remodeling work, with a maximum grant of $150,000 for commercial properties and $250,000 for 

industrial properties. The grant, which is administered by SomerCor on the City’s behalf, does not have 

to be repaid. 

 

• $250,000 for industrial properties 

• $150,000 for single-owner commercial properties 

https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/small-business-improvement-fund/home.html
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• $250,000 for multi-tenant commercial properties, with a $75,000 maximum per tenant 

• $250,000 for multi-tenant industrial properties, with a $100,000 maximum per tenant 

Who is eligible? 

• Business properties located in a TIF district where SBIF funds are available and the SBIF is open 

for applications. 
• Commercial businesses with gross annual sales up to $9 million on average over the previous 

three years 
• Commercial property owners with net worth up to $ 9 million and liquid assets up to $500,000 
• Industrial businesses with up to 200 full-time employees 
• Residential projects are not eligible for SBIF grants. 

Apply Now 

https://somercor.com/sbif/
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Workforce Development 
Mayor’s Office for People with Disabilities Career Center 
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DFSS RFP SPRING Forward Reentry and Employment Navigation 

(RFP) Deadline March 23rd   
The Department of Family and Support Services (DFSS) Division on Domestic Violence announced the 

release of the Prevention Education on Gender-based Violence and Human Trafficking RFP #9214. 

 

The ideal Respondent will have the resources and experience needed to provide GBV/HT education and 

awareness in formats and settings where young people, caregivers, and other community members are 

predominately served or are seeking services. The program should be centered on direct interactions 

with participants and not on citywide public awareness or exclusive social media campaigns. 

 

For more information, please refer to the application posted on the City of Chicago’s eProcurement 

page: 

https://eprocurement.cityofchicago.org/OA_HTML/OA.jsp?OAFunc=PON_ABSTRACT_PAGE&PON_NEG

OTIATION_STATUS=ACTIVE 

 

Community Housing Development Organization (CHDO) 

Certification 
CHDO Certification 
To be certified as a CHDO, an organization must meet specific legal and organizational characteristics 

described below. Interested groups can view and respond to an open Request for Information (RFI) 

application, accessible on the Department of Procurement Services (DPS) website. The CHDO 

certification period opens each fall and continues through the winter. For FY23, the RFI will be open 

until March 31, 2023. 

To be eligible, organizations must meet the following criteria:   

• Be an existing non-profit 501(c)(3) development agency.  

• Meet the regulatory Board Composition Threshold   

• Have organizational capacity and set organizational structure to carry out the activities they are 

planning.  

• Have sufficient capital to advance their projects.    

• Have sufficient capital to advance their projects.   

• Adhere to all federally established CHDO requirements including: 

o 24 CFR 92 Subpart G    

o CPD-97-11 CHDO Guidance   

o CPD-06-01 CHDO Operating Expenses   

o CPD 97-09 CHDO Proceeds   

https://eprocurement.cityofchicago.org/OA_HTML/OA.jsp?OAFunc=PON_ABSTRACT_PAGE&PON_NEGOTIATION_STATUS=ACTIVE
https://eprocurement.cityofchicago.org/OA_HTML/OA.jsp?OAFunc=PON_ABSTRACT_PAGE&PON_NEGOTIATION_STATUS=ACTIVE
https://eprocurement.cityofchicago.org/OA_HTML/OA.jsp?OAFunc=PON_ABSTRACT_PAGE&PON_NEGOTIATION_STATUS=ACTIVE
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-24/subtitle-A/part-92/subpart-G?toc=1
https://archives.hud.gov/offices/cpd/affordablehousing/lawsandregs/notices/97-11.pdf
https://archives.hud.gov/offices/cpd/affordablehousing/lawsandregs/notices/06-01.pdf
https://archives.hud.gov/offices/cpd/affordablehousing/lawsandregs/notices/97-9.pdf


   

 

19 
 

Capacity Building Award 
Existing CHDO-certified organizations may apply for up to $50,000 in funding for capacity-building 

activities. The CHDO Capacity-Building Award is available through a competitive Request for Proposal 

(RFP) process, which opens during the City's Community Development Grant Application (CDGA) round. 

A notice of the next CDGA RFP funding opportunity will post on the DPS website. To be eligible to apply 

to the RFP, organizations must have an unexpired CHDO Certification issued during the RFI or annual 

renewal process. In addition to the CHDO Certification requirements, respondents to the Capacity 

Building Award must also:   

• Have plans that are well grounded in understanding current community housing conditions, 

housing needs, and need for supportive services.    

• Commit to advancing the housing needs of people marginalized by race, ethnicity, citizenship, 

ability, sexual orientation, arrest or conviction record, or income. 

 

Cultural Opportunities 
CityArts Program Deadline March 24th  
The goal of DCASE’s CityArts Program is to encourage the attainment of artistic excellence and financial 

stability. Nonprofit arts and culture organizations of all sizes can apply for general operating grants. 

https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts/dca/culgrants/programs/city-arts.html 

https://eprocurement.cityofchicago.org/OA_HTML/OA.jsp?OAFunc=PON_ABSTRACT_PAGE&PON_NEGOTIATION_STATUS=ACTIVE
https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts/dca/culgrants/programs/city-arts.html
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CityArts Grant Amounts 

General Operating grant amounts for selected grantees will be determined as outlined below, based on 

the organization’s average Annual Revenue over the past three years. 

• Average Annual Revenue of $10,000: Grant amount will be approximately equal to the 

organization’s average annual revenue. 

• Average Annual Revenue of $10,000 - $100,000: Grant amount will be up to $10,000. 

• Average Annual Revenue of $100,000 - $500,000: Grant amount will be up to 10% of the 

organization’s average annual revenue and no more than $25,000. 

• Average Annual Revenue of $500,000+: Grant amount will be up to 5% of the organization’s 

average annual revenue and no more than $50,000. 

Eligibility Criteria 

To be eligible to apply for a CityArts grant, applicants must meet the following criteria. 

Organizations must: 

• Have a primary mission to create, produce, present, provide, or support arts and culture 

activities or services for the public. 
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• Offer programs in an artistic discipline, operate as a museum, or serve as an arts service 

organization. 

• Be a nonprofit, 501(c)3 organization incorporated in the state of Illinois for at least 12 months 

prior to applying (must have been incorporated as of January 2022). 

• Be a resident company in the city of Chicago with a valid street address (P.O. Boxes will not be 

accepted). 

• Primarily serve the residents of the city of Chicago (demonstrate that, on average, half of all 

programming occurs within the city of Chicago limits). 

• Not have already received a CityArts general operating award in 2022, that is up for renewal in 

2023. 

• Not be receiving other significant support (cash or In Kind) from the City of Chicago or a City of 

Chicago Delegate Agency. Significant support is defined as more than $1M within the calendar 

year towards an organization’s annual budget. 

 

Chicago Presents  
Chicago Presents is a grant program to support the presentation of free arts programming in Chicago 

neighborhoods while bolstering the local arts event industry. 

https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts/dca/culgrants/programs/chgo_presents.html 

Established and emerging cultural presenters are invited to submit proposals for large-scale indoor or 

outdoor events across artistic disciplines that will occur anytime in 2023. Chicago Presents funding aims 

to support free, live, in-person public events, including festivals, series, art fairs, block parties and 

parades, spanning all genres, that activate Chicago’s neighborhoods. Proposals to enhance existing 

events or to provide for new events are both eligible. We anticipate making approximately 30-40 grants 

for amounts ranging from $10,000 - $75,000 with consideration of size of event. 

 

Eligibility Criteria 

• Arts nonprofit organizations, community-based nonprofits, and for-profit cultural venues and 

businesses based in the City of Chicago with a valid street address are eligible to apply. 

• Individuals are not eligible to apply. 

• Applicants should demonstrate at least a three (3) year history of presenting public arts and 

culture, though this does not need to be consecutive. 

• Organizations selected as grantees through the 2022 Neighborhood Access Program, 2022 

Together We Heal Creative Place Program, or the 2022 CityArts project grant program are not 

eligible for a Chicago Presents grant supporting the same project. CityArts general operating 

grantees remain eligible for support through Chicago Presents. 

• For proposed new events and/or events by emerging presenters, considerations regarding 

additional support for technical assistance will be considered when reviewed. 

Program Requirements 

https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts/dca/culgrants/programs/chgo_presents.html
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• Proposed event must take place during calendar year 2023. 

• Admission to the event must be free and open to the public, with no fees or suggested 

donations for entry. 

• Activities supported by grant must have a primary focus on arts and culture (including music, 

dance, theater, literary arts, film & media arts, visual arts/design OR a combination across 

disciplines). 

• Events must feature performances or works by at least two artists or creative groups and 

provide a live, in-person engagement opportunity for the public. Events that include at least one 

Chicago-based artist will receive priority. 

• Event site must be confirmed. 

• Event must occur within the city of Chicago. 

• Event may be indoors or outdoors and must operate in full compliance with all current business, 

public health, and safety guidelines for public events in the City of Chicago. Presenter is 

responsible for obtaining all necessary additional permissions and licenses required for event. 

• Presenters are required to provide for equipment and staffing appropriate for the type of arts 

activity, size of venue, and audience as applicable for event. 

• Receptions, reunions, graduations, award functions, seminars or workshops, political events, or 

religious services are NOT eligible for this program. 

  

Chicago Arts Recovery Program Deadline Extended March 16th  
Goal: To support the arts and culture sector’s recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic via: 

• Project grants to nonprofit arts organizations, aligned with their identified needs. 

• Focus on supporting projects that have potential to impact the rebuilding and recovery of 

Chicago’s arts and culture sector at large. 

• Project evaluation and peer learning to share results, best practices, and models that can help 

the field. 

Grants requests can range from $50,000 - $250,000. Applicants can request up to $250,000 regardless 

of their budget size. We anticipate making up to 45 grants through this program. 
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To be eligible to apply for a Chicago Arts Recovery Program Grant, projects must be a response to a 

problem, challenge or harm the organization is facing related to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

To be eligible to apply for a Recovery Program Grant, applicants must meet the following criteria: 

• Be a nonprofit, 501(c)3 organization. 

• Have a primary mission to create, produce, present, provide, or support arts and culture 

activities or services for the public. 
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• Be a resident company in the city of Chicago with a valid street address (P.O. Boxes will not be 

accepted). National organizations with a Chicago branch are eligible. 

• Have been incorporated and operating in Chicago prior to March 2020. 

• Have experienced negative impact due to the COVID-19 pandemic as indicated by rising costs 

and/or decreases in overall income, earned income, audiences, subscribers, students, partners 

and/or number of programs. 

 


