
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

PRE-SUBMISSION WEBINAR 
331-335 S. PLYMOUTH CT.

DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
COMMISSIONER CIERE BOATRIGHT

AUGUST 26, 2025



» Selection based on:  Financial capacity and feasibility / Relevant 
experience / Ability to complete similar-scaled developments / 
Public Benefits / Overall concept for the site.

» Team responsibilities include:  Site planning / Architectural design / 
Securing entitlements / Coordinating with necessary City 
departments and agencies / Attracting anchor tenants / 
Environmental remediation / Marketing property to potential users / 
Securing financing.

» Vertical development expected to begin within 6 months of land 
sales closing. Schematic design drawings not required at this time.

» Apply via the City’s ChiBlockBuilder website by:

11:59 p.m. Friday, October 31, 2025

www.chicago.gov/BlockBuilder  

» Documents must be uploaded via ChiBlockBuilder’s Submittable 
portal, labeled as follows: 

331 S Plymouth_[developer name]

RFP Submission Process

http://www.chicago.gov/BlockBuilder


» Search "DPD RFPs"

Program Guide



How to Apply?

» Search "ChiBlockBuilder"



» DPD target price:  $3,822,698 

» While not a minimum bid, respondents are advised that 
purchase price is an important consideration in DPD’s 
evaluation.

» Allocation of any environmental clean-up costs will be 
negotiated with the City.

» Applicants provide a good faith deposit of $100,000:

» Cashier’s check or certified check, payable to the City of 
Chicago.

» Improper deposit or an insufficient dollar amount may be 
disqualified. 

» Deposits will be returned to all non-selected respondents. 

» Provide complete Offer to Purchase form (RFP Appendix).

» City staff reviews applications and submits 
recommendation to DPD Commissioner to select team. 
Applicants not selected can receive detailed feedback.

» After reviewing, DPD & Ald. Robinson (4th) will organize a 
public meeting; eligible or shortlisted development teams 
will present themselves and their proposals to the 
community.

Selection Process Scoring Rubric
Proof of Experience (0-30)

» 0 to 10 Team composition

» 0 to 10 Development team experience

» 0 to 10 Capacity to timely execute the project

Financial Capacity and Project Feasibility (0-30)

» 0 to 10 Financial capacity

» 0 to 10 Detailed budget

» 0 to 10 Financial feasibility and plan to secure funding

Programming and design goals (0-10)

» 0 to 5 Programming goals

» 0 to 5 Design goals and high-quality materials

Purchase Offer Amount (0-10)

» 0 to 10 Purchase offer

Public Benefits (0-10) 

» 0 to 5 Programmatic public benefits 

» 0 to 5 Fiscal, jobs, and catalytic impact public benefits 

Conformance to Plans and Community Engagement (0-10) 

» 0 to 5 Conformance with plans 

» 0 to 5 Community engagement



» Site Location:  331-335 S. Plymouth Ct. 

» PINs:  17-16-235-029-0000; 17-16-235-
007-0000; 17-16-235-008-0000; 17-16-
235-022-0000

» Property Size:  ~15,352 SF

» Zoning:  DX-16

» Preferred Uses:  
multi-unit residential, retail, restaurant, 
grocery, and other neighborhood 
supporting uses

» Design Vision:
Redevelop parcels to complement 
surrounding development and use 
types. The site should create new 
neighborhood amenities, catalyze new 
development, and strengthen urban 
fabric in the area.

RFP Site Overview
331-335 S. Plymouth Ct.



Proximity to:

» Pritzker Park

» Harold Washington Library

» Numerous CTA Train Stations & Bus Routes

» Higher Education Institutions

» Grant Park

» Cultural Institutions

» Entertainment Venues

Community Context
331-335 S. Plymouth Ct.



Planning Context



Catalytic Investments

LaSalle Corridor Revitalization

New CTA State/Lake Elevated Station

Chicago Board of Trade Museum

Credit: SOM



Market Demand
331-335 S. Plymouth Ct.

» Since 2010, more than 60M SF of 
development has been completed or under 
construction in the central area

» Approximately 60% of real estate 
investment during that period was 
residential

» In past 20 years, over 75,000 jobs were 
added in the central area

» More than 31,000 students are enrolled in a 
college or university downtown, and more 
than 21,000 university students live 
downtown



Current Site Condition
331-335 S. Plymouth Ct.

Looking SW from Grove St. towards Cermak Bridge Hist. Dist. buildings.

Aerial view looking northLooking east from S. Plymouth 

Looking northeast from  S. Plymouth



» The existing east-west alley bifurcating the city 
owned parcels may be shifted north, provided:

» Access to Plymouth Ct. is retained, and

» All existing and proposed buildings have alley access.

RFP Urban Design Principles
Alley Vacation



» Mitigate auto-pedestrian conflict points, to minimize 
congestion. Vehicular access must occur from the alley. 

» Any parking proposed should be minimal and screened by 
active uses.

» CTA is open to proposals that would connect the 
development to Harold Washington Library Station or 
Jackson Red and/or Blue Line Station.

» Parts of roof structure and sidewalk columns of the Harold 
Washington Library Station overlap portions of the RFP 
parcels. These may be modified if approved by the 
City/CTA and paid for by the applicant. 

RFP Urban Design Principles
Access & Connectivity



» Engage public realm & improve pedestrian experience 
(landscape, sunlight, walking experience, lighting, 
safety/security, on-site water management, equitable 
access). 

» Connect open spaces with public points of entry (streets, 
sidewalks, building entries); provide a balance of solar 
access and shade. 

» Incorporate trees, paving materials to distinguish 
private/public areas, pedestrian amenities, and seating.

» Pritzker Park is not included in the RFP but it is expected 
bidders include proposed funding for park improvements.

» Part of RFP parcels on the site's southwest corner are 
temporarily improved as an extension of Pritzker Park. The 
development of these parcels will have near term impacts 
to the remainder of Pritzker Park that the selected 
developer will be responsible to mitigate. 

RFP Urban Design Principles
Public Realm & Open Space



Massing

» Maximize density while remaining sensitive to the 
scale of the existing neighborhood. 

» Create active “street or building walls” lining the 
sidewalks and facing adjacent Pritzker Park.

» Step down taller massings and provide setbacks at 
appropriate heights to reduce apparent mass from 
street.

» Building should have a clearly defined vertical 
appearance, comprised with a base, middle, and top.

Materials

» Avoid creating long blank walls.

» Incorporate high-quality materials on frontages visible 
from public ROWs.

RFP Urban Design Principles
Massing & Materials



RFP Regulatory Context

Affordable Requirements Ordinance

» Must comply with the 2021 Affordable Requirements 
Ordinance, as amended.

» Rental projects are required to provide 20% of units in the 
project as affordable housing at a weighted average of 
60% of the AMI.

» Owner-occupied projects are required to provide between 
16 percent and 20 percent of the units as affordable units, 
depending on the average depth of affordability.

Sustainability

» Responses that include establishing a Planned 
Development or include certain types of city financial 
assistance will be required to comply with the City’s 
Sustainable Development Policy.

» Incorporating environmentally sustainable features is 
included as a public benefit in the scoring rubric. 

Please see RFP document for additional requirements



RFP Addendum #1

Addendum #1 Posted on August 15th

» Conditions of Application Acceptance

» Environmental Conditions & Disclosure

» Indemnification & Redevelopment Agreement 
Provisions



QUESTIONS
» Apply by:  11:59 p.m. Friday, October 31, 2025

» ChiBlockBuilder website:  www.chicago.gov/BlockBuilder  

» FAQs published regularly until October 15; send questions 
until September 30 to: Emily.Thrun@cityofchicago.org 

http://www.chicago.gov/BlockBuilder
mailto:Emily.Thrun@cityofchicago.org
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