
APPENDIX A: LETTERS OF 
SUPPORT 
Letters of Support received from the following organizations: 

• Chicago Mayor Lori Lightfoot
• U.S. Senator Richard Durbin
• U.S. Senator Tammy Duckworth
• U.S. Representative Bobby Rush
• State Representative Sonya Harper
• Cook County Commissioner Dennis Deer
• Cook County Department of Transportation and Highways
• Chicago Department of Transportation
• Metropolitan Planning Council
• Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning
• Elevate
• Environmental Law & Policy Center
• Growing Home
• Urban Growers Collective
• Active Transportation Alliance
• Friends of the Parks
• Friends of the Forest Preserves
• Center for Neighborhood Technology
• Kennedy King College
• Chicago Architecture Biennial
• Chicago Park District
• Greater Englewood Chamber of Commerce
• Greater Auburn Gresham Development Corporation
• Chicago Southland Chamber of Commerce
• Chicago Urban League
• E.G. Woode
• Alderman Stephanie Coleman
• Illinois Department of Transportation
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April 4, 2022

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary of Transportation
US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

I am writing regarding the application submitted by the City of Chicago for RAISE funding from the U.S. 
Department of Transportation. This federal funding will enable Chicago to build a public and recreational 
space in the Englewood neighborhood along an abandoned elevated railroad line. 

The Englewood Line Trail will serve Chicagoans that have been underserved and disadvantaged by creating 
a safe trail for community use, accelerate economic development in the area, and enhance transportation 
access by improving the pedestrian and bicycle environment. This initiative will accelerate neighborhood 
revitalization and development.

Chicago, in collaboration with civic and community partners, developed the Green Healthy Neighborhoods 
plan to support urban agriculture and recreation within communities across Chicago. Among the 
recommendations in the Green Healthy Neighborhoods plan are proposals for the Englewood Agricultural 
District and the Englewood Line Trail. By linking growing spaces in the Englewood Urban Agricultural 
District, the Englewood Line Trail will help fulfill the community’s goals for workforce opportunities, 
housing stabilization, and conserving nature spaces for long term ecological health resilience for residents 
and the environment.

Please give full and fair consideration to the City of Chicago’s application. If you require additional 
information, please contact my State Director, Clarisol Duque, at (312) 353-4952.

       Sincerely, 

       Richard J. Durbin
       United States Senator 
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April 11, 2022

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary
United States Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:

I am writing to express my full support of the City of Chicago’s application for Rebuilding American 
Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant funding on behalf of the Englewood Line Trail. 
This grant will fund the addition of public and recreational space in the Englewood neighborhood of Chicago 
along an abandoned elevated railroad line between 58th & 59th streets. This initiative will center those that have 
been underserved, overburdened and disadvantaged by creating a safe trail for community use, accelerate 
economic development and enhance transportation access by improving the pedestrian and bicycle environment.

This project will complement other revitalization activities focused on the Englewood neighborhood, which 
includes important social, economic, and natural assets. The area surrounding the proposed Englewood Line 
Trail has seen significant development over the past 10 years. The City, in collaboration with civic and 
community partners, developed the Green Healthy Neighborhoods plan. A central tenet to the plan is an effort 
to support urban agriculture and recreation within communities across Chicago. Among the recommendations in 
the Green Healthy Neighborhoods plan are project plans for the Englewood Agricultural District and the 
Englewood Line Trail. By linking growing spaces in the Englewood Urban Agricultural District, the Englewood 
Line Trail will help fulfill the community’s aspirations for workforce opportunities, housing stabilization and 
conserving nature spaces for long-term ecological health resilience for residents and the environment.

As a U.S. Senator representing Illinois, I have made it a priority to support innovative infrastructure projects 
that strive to improve connectivity and provide opportunities for economic development in traditionally 
underserved communities. The Englewood Line Trail will provide recreational opportunities, transportation 
access and a connection to nature to residents of Englewood and the surrounding communities. With a sharp 
focus on underutilized sites like the Englewood Line, this initiative will accelerate neighborhood revitalization 
and development. The Englewood Line Trail will truly be a unique experience for the residents of Englewood 
and the surrounding communities. I believe that this project aligns with both my priorities as an elected official 
and the core goals of the RAISE program.

Please accept this letter of support for the City of Chicago’s application to the RAISE program. In keeping with 
your existing rules and regulations, I urge your full and fair consideration of this application. If you have any 
questions, please follow up with my Chicago Director, Loren Harris, at (312) 886-2506.
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Sincerely, 

Tammy Duckworth 
United States Senator 



 
 

April 7, 2022 

 

 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 

Secretary 

United States Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 

 

I am writing to express my full support of the City of Chicago’s application for Rebuilding 

American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant funding on behalf of the 

Englewood Line Trail. This grant will fund the addition of public and recreational space in the 

Englewood neighborhood of Chicago along an abandoned elevated railroad line between 58th & 

59th streets. This initiative will center those that have been underserved, overburdened, and 

disadvantaged by creating a safe trail for community use, accelerate economic development as 

well as enhance transportation access by improving the pedestrian and bicycle environment. 

 

This project will complement other revitalization activities focused on the Englewood 

neighborhood, which includes important social, economic, and natural assets. The area 

surrounding the proposed Englewood Line Trail has seen significant development over the past 

10 years. The City, in collaboration with civic and community partners, developed the Green 

Healthy Neighborhoods plan. A central tenet to the plan is an effort to support urban agriculture 

and recreation within communities across Chicago. Among the recommendations in the Green 

Healthy Neighborhoods plan are project plans for the Englewood Agricultural District and the 

Englewood Line Trail. By linking growing spaces in the Englewood Urban Agricultural District, 

the Englewood Line Trail will help fulfill the community’s aspirations for workforce 

opportunities, housing stabilization and conserving nature spaces for long term ecological health 

resilience for residents and the environment. 

 

The Englewood Line Trail will provide recreational opportunities, transportation access, and a 

connection to nature to residents of Englewood and the surrounding communities. With a sharp 

focus on underutilized sites like the Englewood Line, this initiative will accelerate neighborhood 

revitalization and development. The Englewood Line Trail will truly be a unique experience for 

the residents of Englewood and the surrounding communities.  

 



As a member of Congress, I fully support this application and look forward to the project’s 

successful implementation.  

 

     Sincerely,  
 

 

Bobby L. Rush 
Member of Congress  
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April 1st 2022 
 
Secretary Pete Buttigieg,  
US Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 
 
This letter is written in full support of the City of Chicago’s application for Rebuilding 
American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant funding on 
behalf of the Englewood Line Trail. This grant will fund the addition of public and 
recreational space in the Englewood neighborhood of Chicago along an abandoned 
elevated railroad line between 58th & 59th streets. This initiative will center those that 
have been underserved, overburdened and disadvantaged by creating a safe trail for 
community use, accelerate economic development as well as enhance transportation 
access by improving the pedestrian and bicycle environment.  
 
As the Founder and Executive Director for Grow Greater Englewood and past Director 
of Outreach at Growing Home, Inc., the city’s first and only USDA-certified organic 
high production urban farm, I am passionate about developing healthy spaces for 

underserved community residents to thrive physically, spiritually and emotionally.   As 
a past community organizer and current resident of Englewood, I have brought 
together residents and organizations to provide a wholistic approach in providing for 
community sustainability.  As a State Legislator, drafting and passing legislation to 
provide funding to provide breathing room and healthy space for enjoyment and 
healthy growth is a priority. 
 
The Englewood Line Trail will complement other revitalization activities focused on the 
Englewood neighborhood, which includes important social, economic, and natural 
assets. The area surrounding the proposed Englewood Line Trail has seen significant 
development over the past 10 years. The City, in collaboration with civic and 
community partners, developed the Green Healthy Neighborhoods plan. A central 

tenet to the plan are efforts to support urban agriculture and recreation within 
communities across Chicago. Among the recommendations in the Green Healthy 
Neighborhoods plan are project plans for the Englewood Agricultural District and the 
Englewood Line Trail. By linking growing spaces in the Englewood Urban Agricultural 
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District, the Englewood Line Trail will help fulfill the community’s aspirations for 
workforce and cooperative worker owned opportunities, housing stabilization and 
conserving nature spaces for long term ecological health resilience for residents and 
the environment. 
 
I am excited about the recreational opportunities, transportation access, and a 
connection to nature that the Englewood Line Trail will provide the residents of 
Englewood and the surrounding communities. Also the City has introduced new civic 
engagement (We Will Chicago, a three year initiative) and neighborhood design 
guidelines (March 2022) to help streamline the community planning process.  
 
With a sharp focus on underutilized sites like the Englewood Line, this initiative will 
accelerate neighborhood revitalization and development. The Englewood Line Trail will 
truly be a unique experience for the residents of Englewood and the surrounding 
communities. 

 
I fully support this application and looks forward to the project’s successful 
implementation. 
 
Sincerely, 

           
Sonya M. Harper 
State Representative 6th District 



   

April 4, 2022 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 

As Cook County Commissioner of the 2nd County District I am in support of the City of Chicago’s application 
for Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant funding on behalf of the 
Englewood Line Trail. This grant will fund the addition of public and recreational space in the Englewood 
neighborhood of Chicago along an abandoned elevated railroad line between 58th & 59th streets. This initiative 
will create a safe trail for community use, accelerate economic development as well as enhance transportation 
access by improving the pedestrian and bicycle environment. 

This project will complement other revitalization activities focused on the Englewood neighborhood, which 
includes important social, economic, and natural assets. The area surrounding the proposed Englewood Line Trail 
has seen significant development over the past 10 years. The City, in collaboration with civic and community 
partners, developed the Green Healthy Neighborhoods plan. A central tenet to the plan are efforts to support urban 
agriculture and recreation within communities across Chicago. Among the recommendations in the Green Healthy 
Neighborhoods plan are project plans for the Englewood Agricultural District and the Englewood Line Trail. By 
linking growing spaces in the Englewood Urban Agricultural District, the Englewood Line Trail will help fulfill 
the community’s aspirations for a safe, inviting, and peaceful space for all to enjoy. 

We’re excited about the recreational opportunities, transportation access, and a connection to nature that the 
Englewood Line Trail will provide the residents of Englewood and the surrounding communities. With a sharp 
focus on underutilized sites like the Englewood Line, this initiative will accelerate neighborhood revitalization 
and development. The Englewood Line Trail will truly be a unique experience for the residents of Englewood and 
the surrounding communities.  

I fully supports this application and look forward to the project’s successful implementation.  
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Sincerely, 

Dennis Deer 
Cook County Board of Commissioners, 2nd District      
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 April 5, 2022 

 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 

Secretary 

United States Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

Subject: City of Chicago Englewood Line Trail RAISE Grant Support Letter (CCDoTH) 

 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg,   

 

The Cook County Department of Transportation and Highways is fully supportive of the 

City of Chicago’s application for Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and 

Equity (RAISE) grant funding on behalf of the Englewood Line Trail. This grant will fund the 

addition of public and recreational space in the Englewood neighborhood of Chicago along 

an abandoned elevated railroad line between 58th & 59th streets. This initiative will 

center those that have been underserved, overburdened, and disadvantaged by creating a 

safe trail for community use, accelerate economic development as well as enhance 

transportation access by improving the pedestrian and bicycle environment.  This effort 

aligns directly with the draft recommendations of the Cook County Department of 

Transpiration and Highway’s Bicycle Plan, currently under development.  The installation 

of high-quality bicycle and pedestrian facilities allows riders of all ages and abilities to 

travel throughout our region safely, comfortably, and supports a healthy lifestyle.  The 

Englewood Line Trail is a piece to the regional network of these types of facilities. 

 

This project will complement other revitalization activities focused on the Englewood 

neighborhood, which includes important social, economic, and natural assets. The area 

surrounding the proposed Englewood Line Trail has seen significant development over the 

past 10 years. The City, in collaboration with civic and community partners, developed the 

Green Healthy Neighborhoods plan. A central tenet to the plan are efforts to support 

urban agriculture and recreation within communities across Chicago. Among the 

recommendations in the Green Healthy Neighborhoods plan are project plans for the 

Englewood Agricultural District and the Englewood Line Trail. By linking growing spaces in 

the Englewood Urban Agricultural District, the Englewood Line Trail will help fulfill the 

community’s aspirations for workforce opportunities, housing stabilization and conserving 

nature spaces for long term ecological health resilience for residents and the 

environment. 
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We’re excited about the recreational opportunities, transportation access, and a connection to nature 

that the Englewood Line Trail will provide the residents of Englewood and the surrounding communities. 

With a sharp focus on underutilized sites like the Englewood Line, this initiative will accelerate 

neighborhood revitalization and development. The Englewood Line Trail will truly be a unique 

experience for the residents of Englewood and the surrounding communities. 

 

The Cook County Department of Transportation and Highways fully supports this application and looks 

forward to the project’s successful implementation. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Jennifer “Sis” Killen 

Superintendent 
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April 11, 2022 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
 
The Englewood Line Trail is estimated to cost $68,236,854, out of which the City of Chicago is 
requesting $45,000,000 from the Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and 
Equity (RAISE) Grant Program.  
 
This project has been developed with extensive community partnership, is supported by 
numerous preliminary and complementary plans, and the City of Chicago is fully committed to its 
construction.  Notably, given that most of the project expenditures will be located in historically 
burdened census tracts, the project is eligible for 0% match.  
 
The purpose of this letter is to confirm the City of Chicago’s commitment to funding the 
remainder of the project costs through local funding and/or other sources upon award of the 
RAISE funding.  Also, as a sign of our commitment and belief in the transformative potential of 
this project and its alignment with RAISE goals, the Chicago Department of Transportation is 
prepared to begin preliminary design with local funding.  
 
We are appreciative of your consideration of our request and your ongoing support for our 
efforts to bring equitable, sustainable, and accessible transportation opportunities and 
transformative quality of life improvements to our city and its residents. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Gia Biagi 
Commissioner 
Chicago Department of Transportation 
 





 

 

 

 
 

April 5, 2022 

 

 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg   

Secretary of Transportation   

U.S. Department of Transportation   

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE   

Washington, DC 20590   

 

 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:  

 

The Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP) is pleased to 

support the City of Chicago’s FY 2022 Rebuilding American Infrastructure 

with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) application for the Englewood Line 

Trail project. This project will create a 1.7-mile bicycle and pedestrian trail 

along an abandoned elevated railroad line between 58th & 59th streets in 

the Englewood neighborhood of Chicago. 

  

As the comprehensive regional planning organization of northeastern 

Illinois, CMAP is committed to supporting initiatives that will advance 

equity, support walkable communities, and improve safety for bicyclists 

and pedestrians. ON TO 2050, the region’s comprehensive plan, 

emphasizes the importance of leveraging the transportation network to 

promote inclusive growth. The project would complement other 

revitalization activities focused on the Englewood neighborhood, which 

includes important social, economic, and natural assets. 

 

CMAP has been supportive of these efforts since partnering with the 

Chicago Department of Planning and Development on the initial 

development of the Green Healthy Neighborhoods plan in 2011. A central 

tenet to the plan are efforts to support urban agriculture and recreation 

within communities across Chicago. Among the recommendations in the 

Green Healthy Neighborhoods plan are project plans for the Englewood 

Agricultural District and the Englewood Line Trail. By linking growing 

spaces in the Englewood Urban Agricultural District, the Englewood Line 

Trail will help fulfill the community’s aspirations for a safe, inviting, and 

peaceful space for all to enjoy.  
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Once again, CMAP is supportive of the City of Chicago’s RAISE application for the Englewood 

Line Trail project. This project will positively impact some of the region’s most historically 

disadvantaged communities meeting the critical standards set by the Biden Administration’s 

Justice40 Initiative. It will provide the residents of Englewood and the entire region a destination 

point for recreational opportunities, transportation access, and a connection to nature. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Erin Aleman 

Executive Director 

 

TM:EA  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

March 31, 2022 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 

Elevate is fully supportive of the City of Chicago’s application for Rebuilding American Infrastructure with 
Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant funding on behalf of the Englewood Line Trail. This grant will fund the 
addition of public and recreational space in the Englewood neighborhood of Chicago along an abandoned elevated 
railroad line between 58th & 59th streets. This initiative will center those that have been systematically 
underserved, overburdened, and disadvantaged by creating a safe trail for community use, accelerating economic 
development, and enhancing transportation access by improving the pedestrian and bicycle environment. 

This project will complement other revitalization activities focused on the Englewood neighborhood, which 
includes important social, economic, and natural assets. The area surrounding the proposed Englewood Line Trail 
has seen significant development over the past 10 years. The City, in collaboration with civic and community 
partners, developed the Green Healthy Neighborhoods plan. A central tenet to the plan is the efforts to support 
urban agriculture and recreation within communities across Chicago. Among the recommendations in the Green 
Healthy Neighborhoods plan are project plans for the Englewood Agricultural District and the Englewood Line Trail. 
By linking growing spaces in the Englewood Urban Agricultural District, the Englewood Line Trail will help fulfill the 
community’s aspirations for workforce and cooperative worker owned opportunities, housing stabilization and 
conserving nature spaces for long term ecological health resilience for residents and the environment. 

We’re excited about the recreational opportunities, transportation access, and a connection to nature that the 
Englewood Line Trail will provide the residents of Englewood and the surrounding communities. Also, the City has 
introduced new civic engagement (We Will Chicago, a three year initiative) and neighborhood design guidelines 
(March 2022) to help streamline the community planning process.  

With a sharp focus on underutilized sites like the Englewood Line, this initiative will accelerate neighborhood 
revitalization and development. The Englewood Line Trail will truly be a unique experience for the residents of 
Englewood and the surrounding communities.  

 

Elevate fully supports this application and looks forward to the project’s successful implementation.  

 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Anne Evens 
CEO, Elevate 



 
                 April 8, 2022 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
The Environmental Law & Policy Center supports the City of Chicago’s application for Rebuilding 
American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant funding for the Englewood 
Line Trail. This grant will fund additional public and recreational space in the Englewood 
neighborhood along an abandoned elevated railroad line between 58th & 59th Streets. This initiative 
will create a safe trail for community use, accelerate economic development, and enhance 
transportation access by improving the pedestrian and bicycle environment. 
 
This project will complement other revitalization activities focused on Chicago’s Englewood 
neighborhood, which includes important social, economic, and natural assets. The area 
surrounding the proposed Englewood Line Trail has seen significant development over the past 10 
years. The City, in collaboration with civic and community partners, developed the Green Healthy 
Neighborhoods plan, which is designed to support urban agriculture and recreation within 
communities across Chicago. Among the recommendations in the Green Healthy Neighborhoods 
plan are project plans for the Englewood Agricultural District and the Englewood Line Trail. By 
linking growing spaces in the Englewood Urban Agricultural District, the Englewood Line Trail 
will help fulfill the community’s aspirations for a safe, inviting, and peaceful space for all to enjoy. 
 
The Englewood Line Trail will provide more recreational opportunities, transportation access, and 
a connection to nature for residents of Englewood and the surrounding communities. With a sharp 
focus on underutilized sites like the Englewood Line, this initiative can help to accelerate 
neighborhood revitalization and development. The Englewood Line Trail will truly be a special 
experience for the residents of Englewood and the surrounding communities.  
 
The Environmental Law & Policy Center supports this application and looks forward to the 
project’s successful implementation.  

Sincerely, 

          
Howard A. Learner 
Executive Director, 
Environmental Law & Policy Center 



March 28, 2022

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary
United States Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg,

Growing Home, Inc. is fully supportive of the City of Chicago’s application for Rebuilding American
Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant funding on behalf of the Englewood Line Trail. This
grant will fund the addition of public and recreational space in the Englewood neighborhood of Chicago along
an abandoned elevated railroad line between 58th & 59th streets. This initiative will center those that have
been underserved, overburdened, and disadvantaged by creating a safe trail for community use, accelerate
economic development as well as enhance transportation access by improving the pedestrian and bicycle
environment.

This project will complement other revitalization activities focused on the Englewood neighborhood, which
includes important social, economic, and natural assets. The area surrounding the proposed Englewood Line
Trail has seen significant development over the past 10 years. The City, in collaboration with civic and
community partners, developed the Green Healthy Neighborhoods plan. A central tenet to the plan are
efforts to support urban agriculture and recreation within communities across Chicago. Among the
recommendations in the Green Healthy Neighborhoods plan are project plans for the Englewood Agricultural
District and the Englewood Line Trail. By linking growing spaces in the Englewood Urban Agricultural District,
the Englewood Line Trail will help fulfill the community’s aspirations for workforce and cooperative worker
owned opportunities, housing stabilization and conserving nature spaces for long term ecological health
resilience for residents and the environment.

We’re excited about the recreational opportunities, transportation access, and a connection to nature that

the Englewood Line Trail will provide the residents of Englewood and the surrounding communities. Also the

City has introduced new civic engagement (We Will Chicago, a three year initiative) and neighborhood design

guidelines (March 2022) to help streamline the community planning process. 

With a sharp focus on underutilized sites like the Englewood Line, this initiative will accelerate neighborhood
revitalization and development. The Englewood Line Trail will truly be a unique experience for the residents of
Englewood and the surrounding communities.

Growing Home, Inc. fully supports this application and looks forward to the project’s successful
implementation.

Sincerely,

Janelle St. John
Executive Director

Growing Home, Inc.
825 W. 69th Street, 2nd Floor, Chicago, IL 60621 | 773.549.1336| www.growinghomeinc.org



April 4, 2022

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary
United States Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg,

I am writing to express Urban Growers Collective’s full support of the City of Chicago’s
application for Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant
funding on behalf of the Englewood Line Trail. This endorsement comes with my perspective
and experiences as the Co-Founder & CEO Strategic Development and Programs for Urban
Growers Collective and the President of Green ERA Educational NFP and Co-Owner of Green
Era Sustainability Partners. Previously, I founded and was the Director of Growing Power –
Chicago for 15 years from 2002 to 2017. I am also the co-founder of the Chicago Food Policy
Action Council, serve on the board of Grow Greater Englewood and Leadership Council for
Growing Home, and am advisor for the Community Food Navigator project. Recent
appointments include IL Governor J.B. Pritzker for the IL Leadership Council for Agricultural
Education (ICAE) for a 3 Year term (2022-2024), the Biden Administration’ Farm Service Agency
Committee for Illinois, and Co-Chair of the Food Equity Council for the City of Chicago.

The City of Chicago’s RAISE grant requests funds for the addition of public and
recreational space in the Englewood neighborhood of Chicago along an abandoned elevated
railroad line between 58th & 59th streets. This initiative will center our communities  that have
been underserved, overburdened, and disadvantaged by creating a safe trail for community
use, accelerate economic development as well as enhance transportation access by improving
the pedestrian and bicycle environment.

This project will also complement other revitalization activities focused on the
Englewood neighborhood, which includes social, economic, and natural assets. The area
surrounding the proposed Englewood Line Trail has seen significant development over the past
10 years. The City, in collaboration with civic and community partners, developed the Green
Healthy Neighborhoods plan.

A central tenet to the plan are efforts to support urban agriculture and recreation within
communities across Chicago. Among the recommendations in the Green Healthy
Neighborhoods plan are project plans for the Englewood Agricultural District and the
Englewood Line Trail. By linking growing spaces in the Englewood Urban Agricultural District,
the Englewood Line Trail will help fulfill the community’s aspirations for workforce and
cooperative worker owned opportunities, housing stabilization and conserving nature spaces
for long term ecological health resilience for residents and the environment.

Urban Growers Collective is excited about the recreational opportunities, transportation
access, and a connection to nature that the Englewood Line Trail will provide the residents of

1200 W. 35th Street, Chicago, Illinois 60609, Tel: 773.376.8882
www.urbangrowerscollective.org



Englewood and the surrounding communities. Also the City has introduced new civic
engagement (We Will Chicago, a three year initiative) and neighborhood design guidelines
(March 2022) to help streamline the community planning process. With its focus on
underutilized sites like the Englewood Line, this initiative will accelerate neighborhood
revitalization and development. The Englewood Line Trail will truly be a unique experience for
the residents of Englewood and the surrounding communities.

As such, Urban Growers Collective fully supports this application and looks forward to the
project’s successful implementation.

Sincerely,

Erika Allen
Co-Founder, CEO Programs & Development Strategy
Urban Growers Collective

1200 W. 35th Street, Chicago, Illinois 60609, Tel: 773.376.8882
www.urbangrowerscollective.org



 

 
 
 

 
March 11, 2022 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
The Active Transportation Alliance is fully supportive of the City of Chicago’s application for 
Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant funding on behalf 
of the Englewood Line Trail. This grant will fund the addition of public and recreational space in 
the Englewood neighborhood of Chicago along an abandoned elevated railroad line between 58th 
& 59th streets. This initiative will create a safe trail for community use, accelerate economic 
development as well as enhance transportation access by improving the pedestrian and bicycle 
environment. 
 
This project will complement other revitalization activities focused on the Englewood 
neighborhood, which includes important social, economic, and natural assets. The area 
surrounding the proposed Englewood Line Trail has seen significant development over the past 10 
years. The City, in collaboration with civic and community partners, developed the Green Healthy 
Neighborhoods plan. A central tenet to the plan are efforts to support urban agriculture and 
recreation within communities across Chicago. Among the recommendations in the Green Healthy 
Neighborhoods plan are project plans for the Englewood Agricultural District and the Englewood 
Line Trail. By linking growing spaces in the Englewood Urban Agricultural District, the Englewood 
Line Trail will help fulfill the community’s aspirations for a safe, inviting, and peaceful space for all 
to enjoy. 
 
We’re excited about the recreational opportunities, transportation access, and a connection to 
nature that the Englewood Line Trail will provide the residents of Englewood and the surrounding 
communities. With a sharp focus on underutilized sites like the Englewood Line, this initiative will 
accelerate neighborhood revitalization and development. The Englewood Line Trail will truly be a 
unique experience for the residents of Englewood and the surrounding communities.  
 
The Active Transportation Alliance fully supports this application and looks forward to the 
project’s successful implementation.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Amy Rynell 
Executive Director 
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April 1, 2022 

 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
Friends of the Parks is supportive of the City of Chicago’s application for Rebuilding American 
Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant funding on behalf of the Englewood 
Line Nature Trail. This grant will fund the addition of public and recreational space in the 
Englewood neighborhood of Chicago along an abandoned elevated railroad line between 58th & 
59th streets. This initiative will create a safe trail for community use, accelerate economic 
development, and enhance transportation access by improving the pedestrian environment. 
 
The Englewood Line Nature Trail is a dream envisioned and driven by community residents. This 
trail will build green spaces to promote the health, spirituality, and well-being of residents of a 
historically underserved community. Already residents are leading nature walks, spiritual rituals, 
and engaging with the space near the proposed nature trail. Additionally, residents envision a 
connection to the history and culture of the Englewood neighborhood, helping create permanent 
space honoring the community surrounding the path. Investment in this project would make 
these programs more accessible to a wider range of attendees, safer, and better maintained. The 
result would be a natural space that is both a safe place to rest and rejuvenate and a mobility 
corridor. 
 
This project will complement other revitalization activities focused on the Englewood 
neighborhood, which includes important social, economic, and natural assets. The area 
surrounding the proposed Englewood Line Trail has seen significant development over the past 
10 years. The City, in collaboration with civic and community partners, developed the Green 
Healthy Neighborhoods plan. A central tenet to the plan are efforts to support urban agriculture 
and recreation within communities across Chicago. Among the recommendations in the Green 
Healthy Neighborhoods plan are project plans for the Englewood Agricultural District and the 
Englewood Line Trail. By linking growing spaces in the Englewood Urban Agricultural District, 
the Englewood Line Trail will help fulfill the community’s aspirations for a safe, inviting, and 
peaceful space for all to enjoy. 
 
We’re excited about the recreational opportunities, transportation access, and a connection to 
nature that the Englewood Line Trail will provide the residents of Englewood and the  

http://www.fotp.org/
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surrounding communities. With a sharp focus on underutilized sites like the Englewood Line, this 
initiative will accelerate neighborhood revitalization and development. The Englewood Line Trail 
will truly be a unique experience for the residents of Englewood and the surrounding 
communities.  
 
Friends of the Parks fully supports this application and looks forward to the project’s successful 
implementation.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Juanita Irizarry 
Executive Director 
 

http://www.fotp.org/


 March 14, 2022 

 The Honorable Pete Buttigieg, Secretary 
 United States Department of Transportation 
 1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
 Washington, DC 20590 

 Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 

 Friends of the Forest Preserves unites people to protect, promote, and care for the 
 nearly 70,000 acres of forest preserves in Cook County, Illinois. Friends is fully supportive of the 
 City of Chicago’s application for Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and 
 Equity (RAISE) grant funding on behalf of the Englewood Line Trail. This grant will fund the 
 addition of public and recreational space in the Englewood neighborhood of Chicago along an 
 abandoned elevated railroad line between 58th and 59th streets. This initiative will create a safe trail 
 for community use, accelerate economic development as well as enhance transportation access by 
 improving the pedestrian and bicycle environment. 

 This project will complement other revitalization activities focused on the Englewood 
 neighborhood, which includes important social, economic, and natural assets. The area surrounding 
 the proposed Englewood Line Trail has seen signi�cant development over the past 10 years. The 
 City, in collaboration with civic and community partners, developed the Green Healthy 
 Neighborhoods plan. A central tenet to the plan are e�orts to support urban agriculture and 
 recreation within communities across Chicago. Among the recommendations in the Green Healthy 
 Neighborhoods plan are project plans for the Englewood Agricultural District and the Englewood 
 Line Trail. By linking growing spaces in the Englewood Urban Agricultural District, the Englewood 
 Line Trail will help ful�ll the community’s aspirations for a safe, inviting, and peaceful space for all 
 to enjoy. 

 We’re excited about the recreational opportunities, transportation access, and a connection to 
 nature that the Englewood Line Trail will provide the residents of Englewood and the surrounding 
 communities. With a sharp focus on underutilized sites like the Englewood Line, this initiative will 
 accelerate neighborhood revitalization and development. The Englewood Line Trail will truly be a 
 unique experience for the residents of Englewood and the surrounding communities. 

 Agency fully supports this application and looks forward to the project’s successful implementation. 

 Sincerely, 

 Benjamin Cox 
 Executive Director 

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . board of directors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
 Ed Woodbury, Chair | Justin Martin, Treasurer | Margaret Frisbie, Secretary 

 Corryn Antonizio | Kathleen Bruch | Walter Burlack | José H. Colón | Dr. Charles D. Dillon | Thomas Greenhaw 
 Barbara C. Hill | Dr. Akilah R. Martin | Dr. Ron Milnarik | Derk Osenberg | Stephen Schlegel | Ryan Wilson 

 Benjamin Cox, Executive Director 



 

 

  

 
 
March 12, 2022 

 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
The Center for Neighborhood Technology (CNT) is fully supportive of the City of Chicago’s application 
for Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant funding on behalf 
of the Englewood Line Trail. This grant will fund the addition of public and recreational space in the 
Englewood neighborhood of Chicago along an abandoned elevated railroad line between 58th & 59th 
streets. This initiative will create a safe trail for community use, accelerate economic development as 
well as enhance transportation access by improving the pedestrian and bicycle environment. 

 
This project will complement other revitalization activities focused on the Englewood neighborhood, 
which includes important social, economic, and natural assets. The area surrounding the proposed 
Englewood Line Trail has seen significant development over the past 10 years. The City, in 
collaboration with civic and community partners, developed the Green Healthy Neighborhoods plan. A 
central tenet to the plan are efforts to support urban agriculture and recreation within communities 
across Chicago. Among the recommendations in the Green Healthy Neighborhoods plan are project 
plans for the Englewood Agricultural District and the Englewood Line Trail. By linking growing spaces 
in the Englewood Urban Agricultural District, the Englewood Line Trail will help fulfill the community’s 
aspirations for a safe, inviting, and peaceful space for all to enjoy. 
 
We’re excited about the recreational opportunities, transportation access, and a connection to nature 
that the Englewood Line Trail will provide the residents of Englewood and the surrounding 
communities. With a sharp focus on underutilized sites like the Englewood Line, this initiative will 
accelerate neighborhood revitalization and development. The Englewood Line Trail will truly be a 
unique experience for the residents of Englewood and the surrounding communities.  
 
CNT fully supports this application and looks forward to the project’s successful implementation.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

Robert Dean, CEO 
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April 6, 2022 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
On behalf of The Chicago Architecture Biennial (CAB), I am pleased to submit this letter in support of 
Englewood Line Trail for their application for Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and 
Equity (RAISE) grant funding. The Chicago Architecture Biennial is an organization that presents global 
exhibitions and programs that explore daring and innovative ideas that imagine and inform the future of 
architecture and design. CAB collaborated with The Englewood Nature Trail in 2021 to raise awareness 
and engage community members around the future potential of the Trail.  
 
Chicago is a world-class city known for its arts and culture, but even more so, architecture. The historic 
and new investments across the City firmly cement Chicago's place as both the home and birthplace of 
modern architecture and a global center to explore the endless possibilities and innovations in the built 
environment. The Englewood Nature Trail is a significant opportunity to focus on creative, safe 
community spaces in a Chicago neighborhood that has seen considerable disinvestment and racism in 
housing policies and development over the years. The opportunity to transform an abandoned elevated 
railroad into a community space is a deeply important investment in Englewood's predominately Black 
and Brown neighborhoods. Similar to the 606 Trail on the North Side of Chicago or the Highline in New 
York, the Trail has extraordinary potential to be a space for and by the community today. CAB believes 
architecture can be a tool for change that is community-driven, sustainable, and equitable. Our history 
has proven that urban planning, architecture, and design policies have directly been informed by race-
based inequities, including access to quality housing, healthcare, education, public safety, and public 
spaces to gather. Restoring the Trail signals there is an investment and passion for preserving open 
spaces within historically underserved communities that are developed to be a community asset that can 
enhance transportation access by improving the pedestrian and bicycle environment. 
 
This project will complement other revitalization activities focused on the Englewood neighborhood, 
including important social, economic, and natural assets. The area surrounding the proposed Englewood 
Line Trail has seen significant development over the past ten years. In collaboration with civic and 
community partners, the City developed the Green Healthy Neighborhoods plan. A central tenet is efforts 
to support urban agriculture and recreation within communities across Chicago. Among the 
recommendations in the Green Healthy Neighborhoods plan are project plans for the Englewood 
Agricultural District and the Englewood Line Trail. By linking growing spaces in the Englewood Urban 
Agricultural District, the Englewood Line Trail will help fulfill the community's aspirations for workforce, 
cooperative worker owned opportunities, housing stabilization, and conserving natural spaces for long-
term ecological health resilience for residents and the surrounding environment. 
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We're excited about the recreational opportunities, transportation access, and a connection to nature that 
the Englewood Line Trail will provide the residents of Englewood and the surrounding communities. Also, 
the City has introduced new civic engagement (We Will Chicago, a three-year initiative) and 
neighborhood design guidelines (March 2022) to help streamline the community planning process.  
 
The Englewood Nature Trail site already serves as a hub gathering, including cultural events, mutual aid 
programs, farmer's markets, and a place for the local community to learn about urban agriculture. 
Through a grant from RIASE, the Trail can offer an established framework and infrastructure to engage 
more community members and local businesses. The groups contributing to the Trail's development have 
the capacity, network, and expertise to create a space that is embraced and serves as a resource for the 
community. 
 
This initiative will accelerate neighborhood revitalization and development with a sharp focus on 
underutilized sites like the Englewood Line. The Englewood Line Trail will truly be a unique experience for 
the residents of Englewood and the surrounding communities.  
 
CAB fully supports this application and looks forward to the project's successful implementation.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Rachel Kaplan 
Director, Chicago Architecture Biennial 



  

April 6, 2022 

 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 

Secretary 

United States Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 

 

The Chicago Park District strongly supports the City of Chicago’s Rebuilding American 
Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) project on behalf of the Englewood 
Line Trail. 
 
This grant will fund the addition of public and recreational space in the Englewood 
neighborhood of Chicago along an abandoned elevated railroad line between 58th & 59th 
streets. This initiative will center those that have been underserved, overburdened, and 
disadvantaged by creating a safe trail for community use, accelerate economic 
development as well as enhance transportation access by improving the pedestrian and 
bicycle environment. 
 
We’re excited about the recreational opportunities, transportation access, and a 
connection to nature that the Englewood Line Trail will provide the residents of 
Englewood and the surrounding communities. With a sharp focus on underutilized sites 
like the Englewood Line, this initiative will accelerate neighborhood revitalization and 
development. The Englewood Line Trail will truly be a unique experience for the residents 
of Englewood and the surrounding communities. 
 

Thank you for your consideration of this project, which provides an exciting opportunity to 

add recreational space in the City’s Englewood neighborhood, a priority for the Chicago 

Park District. Should your office need additional documentation regarding our support of 

this project, please contact Tiffany Sostrin at 312-257-4486 or 

tiffany.sostrin@chicagoparkdistrict.com. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Rosa Escareño 

Interim General Superintendent & CEO 

Chicago Park District 
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815 W. 63rd St. 

2nd Fl. 

Chicago, Il 60621 

Greater Englewood Chamber of Commerce 

Felicia Slaton-Young, Co-Founder & Executive Director 
Greater Englewood Chamber of Commerce 
fyoung@gechamber.com 

March 10, 2022 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
The Greater Englewood Chamber of Commerce is fully supportive of the City of Chicago’s application for 
Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant funding on behalf of the 
Englewood Line Trail. This grant will fund the addition of public and recreational space in the Englewood 
neighborhood of Chicago along an abandoned elevated railroad line between 58th & 59th streets. This initiative 
will create a safe trail for community use, accelerate economic development as well as enhance transportation 
access by improving the pedestrian and bicycle environment. 

 
This project will complement other revitalization activities focused on the Englewood neighborhood, which 
includes important social, economic, and natural assets. The area surrounding the proposed Englewood Line 
Trail has seen significant development over the past 10 years. The City, in collaboration with civic and 
community partners, developed the Green Healthy Neighborhoods plan. A central tenet to the plan are efforts 
to support urban agriculture and recreation within communities across Chicago. Among the recommendations 
in the Green Healthy Neighborhoods plan are project plans for the Englewood Agricultural District and the 
Englewood Line Trail. By linking growing spaces in the Englewood Urban Agricultural District, the Englewood 
Line Trail will help fulfill the community’s aspirations for a safe, inviting, and peaceful space for all to enjoy. 
 
We’re excited about the recreational opportunities, transportation access, and a connection to nature that the 
Englewood Line Trail will provide the residents of Englewood and the surrounding communities. With a sharp 
focus on underutilized sites like the Englewood Line, this initiative will accelerate neighborhood revitalization 
and development. The Englewood Line Trail will truly be a unique experience for the residents of Englewood 
and the surrounding communities.  
 
The Greater Englewood Chamber of commerce fully supports this application and looks forward to the 
project’s successful implementation.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
_________________________________________ 





 
March 22, 2022 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
The Chicago Southland Chamber of Commerce is fully supportive of the City of Chicago’s 
application for Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant 
funding on behalf of the Englewood Line Trail. This grant will fund the addition of public and 
recreational space in the Englewood neighborhood of Chicago along an abandoned elevated 
railroad line between 58th & 59th streets. This initiative will create a safe trail for community use, 
accelerate economic development as well as enhance transportation access by improving the 
pedestrian and bicycle environment. 

 
This project will complement other revitalization activities focused on the Englewood 
neighborhood, which includes important social, economic, and natural assets. The area 
surrounding the proposed Englewood Line Trail has seen significant development over the past 
10 years. The City, in collaboration with civic and community partners, developed the Green 
Healthy Neighborhoods plan. A central tenet to the plan are efforts to support urban agriculture 
and recreation within communities across Chicago. Among the recommendations in the Green 
Healthy Neighborhoods plan are project plans for the Englewood Agricultural District and the 
Englewood Line Trail. By linking growing spaces in the Englewood Urban Agricultural District, 
the Englewood Line Trail will help fulfill the community’s aspirations for a safe, inviting, and 
peaceful space for all to enjoy. 
 
We’re excited about the recreational opportunities, transportation access, and a connection to 
nature that the Englewood Line Trail will provide the residents of Englewood and the 
surrounding communities. With a sharp focus on underutilized sites like the Englewood Line, this 
initiative will accelerate neighborhood revitalization and development. The Englewood Line Trail 
will truly be a unique experience for the residents of Englewood and the surrounding 
communities.  
 
The Chicago Southland Chamber of Commerce fully supports this application and looks forward 
to the project’s successful implementation.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Allessandra A. Kummelehne 
Office Manager/Sustainability Programs Director 
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March 31, 2022 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
The Chicago Urban League is fully supportive of the City of Chicago’s application for 
Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant funding on 
behalf of the Englewood Line Trail. This grant will fund the addition of public and recreational 
space in the Englewood neighborhood of Chicago along an abandoned elevated railroad line 
between 58th & 59th streets. This initiative will create a safe trail for community use, accelerate 
economic development as well as enhance transportation access by improving the pedestrian 
and bicycle environment. 

 
This project will complement other revitalization activities focused on the Englewood 
neighborhood, which includes important social, economic, and natural assets. The area 
surrounding the proposed Englewood Line Trail has seen significant development over the 
past 10 years. The City, in collaboration with civic and community partners, developed the 
Green Healthy Neighborhoods plan. A central tenet to the plan are efforts to support urban 
agriculture and recreation within communities across Chicago. Among the recommendations 
in the Green Healthy Neighborhoods plan are project plans for the Englewood Agricultural 
District and the Englewood Line Trail. By linking growing spaces in the Englewood Urban 
Agricultural District, the Englewood Line Trail will help fulfill the community’s aspirations for a 
safe, inviting, and peaceful space for all to enjoy. 
 
We’re excited about the recreational opportunities, transportation access, and a connection to 
nature that the Englewood Line Trail will provide the residents of Englewood and the 
surrounding communities. With a sharp focus on underutilized sites like the Englewood Line, 
this initiative will accelerate neighborhood revitalization and development. The Englewood 
Line Trail will truly be a unique experience for the residents of Englewood and the surrounding 
communities.  
 
The Chicago Urban League fully supports this application and looks forward to the project’s 
successful implementation.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
Karen Freeman-Wilson 
President & CEO 
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March 24, 2022 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
E.G. Woode, L3C is fully supportive of the City of Chicago’s application for Rebuilding American Infrastructure 
with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant funding on behalf of the Englewood Line Trail. This grant will fund 
the addition of public and recreational space in the Englewood neighborhood of Chicago along an abandoned 
elevated railroad line between 58th & 59th streets. This initiative will center those that have been 
underserved, overburdened, and disadvantaged by creating a safe trail for community use, accelerate 
economic development as well as enhance transportation access by improving the pedestrian and bicycle 
environment. 

This project will complement other revitalization activities focused on the Englewood neighborhood, which 
includes important social, economic, and natural assets. The area surrounding the proposed Englewood Line 
Trail has seen significant development over the past 10 years. The City, in collaboration with civic and 
community partners, developed the Green Healthy Neighborhoods plan. A central tenet to the plan are 
efforts to support urban agriculture and recreation within communities across Chicago. Among the 
recommendations in the Green Healthy Neighborhoods plan are project plans for the Englewood Agricultural 
District and the Englewood Line Trail. By linking growing spaces in the Englewood Urban Agricultural District, 
the Englewood Line Trail will help fulfill the community’s aspirations for workforce and cooperative worker 
owned opportunities, housing stabilization and conserving nature spaces for long term ecological health 
resilience for residents and the environment. 
 
We’re excited about the recreational opportunities, transportation access, and a connection to nature that 
the Englewood Line Trail will provide the residents of Englewood and the surrounding communities. Also the 
City has introduced new civic engagement (We Will Chicago, a three year initiative) and neighborhood design 
guidelines (March 2022) to help streamline the community planning process.  

With a sharp focus on underutilized sites like the Englewood Line, this initiative will accelerate neighborhood 
revitalization and development. The Englewood Line Trail will truly be a unique experience for the residents 
of Englewood and the surrounding communities.  
 
E.G. Woode, L3C fully supports this application and looks forward to the project’s successful implementation.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Deon Lucas 
President 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
April 29, 2022 

 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 

Secretary 

United States Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 

 

I am writing this letter of support of the City of Chicago’s application for Rebuilding American 

Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant funding on behalf of the Englewood Line 

Trail. This grant will fund the addition of public and recreational space in the Englewood neighborhood 

of Chicago along an abandoned elevated railroad line between 58th & 59th streets. This initiative will 

center those that have been underserved, overburdened, and disadvantaged by creating a safe trail for 

community use, accelerate economic development as well as enhance transportation access by improving 

the pedestrian and bicycle environment. 

This project will complement other revitalization activities focused on the Englewood neighborhood, 

which includes important social, economic, and natural assets. The area surrounding the proposed 

Englewood Line Trail has seen significant development over the past 10 years. The City, in collaboration 

with civic and community partners, developed the Green Healthy Neighborhoods plan. A central tenet to 

the plan are efforts to support urban agriculture and recreation within communities across Chicago. 

Among the recommendations in the Green Healthy Neighborhoods plan are project plans for the 

Englewood Agricultural District and the Englewood Line Trail. By linking growing spaces in the 

Englewood Urban Agricultural District, the Englewood Line Trail will help fulfill the community’s 

aspirations for workforce and cooperative worker owned opportunities, housing stabilization and 

conserving nature spaces for long term ecological health resilience for residents and the environment. 

 

We’re excited about the recreational opportunities, transportation access, and a connection to nature that 

the Englewood Line Trail will provide the residents of Englewood and the surrounding communities. 

Also the City has introduced new civic engagement (We Will Chicago, a three year initiative) and 

neighborhood design guidelines (March 2022) to help streamline the community planning process.  

 

 

  

Sincerely,  

 

 

STEPHANIE D. COLEMAN 

Alderman, 16th Ward 
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April 11, 2022 
  
 
Secretary Pete Buttigieg 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
The Illinois Department of Transportation fully supports the City of Chicago’s 
application for Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity 
(RAISE) grant funding on behalf of the Englewood Line Trail. This grant will 
fund the addition of public and recreational space in the Englewood 
neighborhood of Chicago along an abandoned elevated railroad line between 
58th & 59th streets. This initiative will create a safe trail for community use, 
accelerate economic development as well as enhance transportation access by 
improving the pedestrian and bicycle environment. The application seeks $45 
million in RAISE funding with the City of Chicago committed to the additional 
$23 million. The total project cost is $68 million. 
 
This project will complement other revitalization activities focused on the 
Englewood neighborhood, which includes important social, economic, and 
natural assets. The area surrounding the proposed Englewood Line Trail has 
seen significant development over the past 10 years. The City, in collaboration 
with civic and community partners, developed the Green Healthy 
Neighborhoods plan. A central tenet to the plan are efforts to support urban 
agriculture and recreation within communities across Chicago. Among the 
recommendations in the Green Healthy Neighborhoods plan are project plans 
for the Englewood Agricultural District and the Englewood Line Trail. By linking 
growing spaces in the Englewood Urban Agricultural District, the Englewood 
Line Trail will help fulfill the community’s aspirations for a safe, inviting, and 
peaceful space for all to enjoy. 
 
We’re excited about the recreational opportunities, transportation access, and a 
connection to nature that the Englewood Line Trail will provide the residents of 
Englewood and the surrounding communities. With a sharp focus on 
underutilized sites like the Englewood Line, this initiative will accelerate 
neighborhood revitalization and development. The Englewood Line Trail will 
truly be a unique experience for the residents of Englewood and the 
surrounding communities.  
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The Illinois Department of Transportation fully supports this application and 
looks forward to the project’s successful implementation.  
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
 
       
      Omer M. Osman, P.E. 
      Secretary 
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