
Ogden Avenue / North Lawndale
Community Roundtable

October 2020



Agenda

1. Introductions

2. “Our City, Our Safety” – City-Wide Violence Reduction Plan

3. Neighborhood Opportunity Fund Update

4. Opportunity Site RFP Workshop Review

5. Open Discussion and Next Steps
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Community
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City
Alderman Michael Scott, Jr. (24th 
Ward)
Alderman Ervin (28th Ward)
DPD
CDOT
DCASE
Mayor’s Office
Mayor’s Office Summer Fellows

Commissioner Dennis Deer, Cook County District 2
Angela Mason, Farm on Ogden
Richard Townsell, Lawndale Christian Development Corp
Bruce Miller, Lawndale Christian Health Center
Pastor James Brooks, Lawndale Christian Health Center
Rodney Brown, New Covenant CDC
Apratha Boxton, NLCCC
Haman Cross, NLCCC
Sheila McNary, NLCCC
Jesse Green, NLCCC
Rochelle Jackson, NLCCC
Brenda Palms-Barber, North Lawndale Employment Network
Christyn Freemon, North Lawndale Employment Network
Debra Wesley, Sinai Community Institute
Mara Ruff, Sinai Health System
Oboi Reed, Equiticity
*If information is missing, please email brian.hacker@cityofchicago.org



Our City, Our Safety – City-Wide 
Violence Reduction Plan



Our City, Our Safety
A comprehensive plan to reduce violence in Chicago

Invest South/West Community Roundtable: North Lawndale
Margaret Decker, Policy Advisor, Office of Violence Reduction

Chicago.gov/OurCityOurSafety 10/26/2020
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Guiding Principles
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Key takeaways

• Addressing root causes is key to reducing violence
• City aims to support those at highest risk of violence 
involvement (perpetrators and victims)

• Street Outreach – UCAN
• Victim Services – UCAN

• Focusing on improving coordination and building 
capacity

• Supporting community-led work that is already ongoing
• Connecting with other initiatives (ISW)
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Q&A

Chicago.gov/OurCityOurSafety
Margaret.Decker@cityofchicago.org
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mailto:Margaret.Decker@cityofchicago.org


Neighborhood Opportunity Fund
Open for Applications



NO F Sm all Gran ts Ap p lica t io n  Up d a te s

1st Week (9/14 to 9/20) As of Monday 10/19/2020

Project Readiness Quiz 1,488 (1,183 Unique) 1851 (1340 Unique)

NOF Applications Submitted 101 208

NOF Application Drafts 151

Application Deadline is 
Friday, Nov. 6th at 10:00PM



Whe re  a re  the  ap p lica t io ns?
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What’s ne xt  ?

2020

2020 Round 2 (CURRENT)

• Nov-Dec: Application Review and Project Selection
• December: Finalist Announcement
• January: Finalists Orientation 
• April-May: Award Letters
• 2022: Projects completed

2021

Round 1 – anticipating Q1
Round 2 – anticipating Q3



Opportunity Site RFP
Workshop Review



Development Priorities on Ogden Ave

12/20/2021
Draft – Staff policy deliberation – Not for circulation

Attract New Businesses
• Expand retail options
• Add living wage jobs
• Develop vacant land

Make Ogden a “Complete Street”
• Extend bus service (#157 extension)
• Streetscaping and pedestrian safety
• Bike and ride-share



Development Priorities on Ogden Ave

12/20/2021
Draft – Staff policy deliberation – Not for circulation

Activate Vacant Lots and Underutilized Properties
• Development opportunities for new retail, housing and 

recreation
• Create open space and community gardens

Stabilize The Housing Market
• Promote home ownership
• Provide affordable housing near transit
• Invest in existing housing stock



Development Priorities on Ogden Ave

12/20/2021
Draft – Staff policy deliberation – Not for circulation

Access to Healthy Food
• The community lacks a full-service grocery store
• Restaurant options are limited to mainly fast food

Leverage Existing Employers and Institutions
• Lawndale Christian, Sinai and Cinespace bring jobs and 

commuters
• Major employers may drive demand for retail/restaurants 

and new development



Retail Leakage Analysis
Ogden Corridor Market Area

12/20/2021
Draft – Staff policy deliberation – Not for circulation

$19.4m
Food & 
Drink 
Sales

$117.5m
Retail 
Sales

$24.3m
Food & 
Drink 

Demand

$215.2m
Retail 

Demand

Esri, 2017

Roughly $100 million 
in local consumer 

spending is leaving 
the community due to 
the lack of retail and 

food & drink 
establishments. 



Retail Market Health
Ogden Corridor Market Area

12/20/2021
Draft – Staff policy deliberation – Not for circulation
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What Can The Market Support?
Ogden Corridor Market Area

12/20/2021
Draft – Staff policy deliberation – Not for circulation

Industry Segment Example Chains Market Area 
Leakage

Potential New 
Stores

Grocery Stores Aldi, Fresh Market $14,509,769 1.5
Health & Personal 

Care Stores Walgreens, CVS -$1,021,467 - 0.1
Miscellaneous Store 

Retailers Dollar General $5,637,752 4.0
Food Services & 
Drinking Places Limited Service 2.3

Fast Food $4,820,200 4.0
Sit Down Full Service 1.5

or
or
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Timeline

Monthly

November 30

Spring '21

12/20/2021

Austin ISW Community Roundtable (Oct, Nov, Dec)

Developer RFP released

Community Review of RFP Bids



Open Discussion



Ogden Avenue / North Lawndale
Community Roundtable

September 2020
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