
MAKE WAY FOR PEOPLE PAINT INSTALLATION REQUIREMENTS 
 
General 

• Do not paint any portion of the street or sidewalk without CDOT’s prior written approval. 
• Items to be provided to CDOT for review: 

o Site plan showing existing condition and proposed concept. 
o Product data sheets for all paint materials to be used. 
o Project installation plan including traffic closures, traffic reroute plan, and expected date 

and duration of installation work. 
o Expected duration of the proposed project.  Make Way For People projects shall be 

temporary in nature and paint materials shall be removable. 
 

Safety Measures 

• All paint materials to be used on streets or sidewalks shall be skid and slip resistant.   
• Patterns on the street should not be distracting to drivers. 

 

Design Standards 

• Areas and elements that cannot be painted: 
o Over or within 6” of any traffic control safety markings; 
o Between the stop bars and the crosswalks; 
o Over or within 6” of any sides of ADA detectable warning tiles; 
o Fire hydrants or over yellow painted curbs next to fire hydrants; 
o Tree grates. 

• All painted elements shall be appropriate for display to the general public of all ages and shall 
not contain material or information that: 
o is false, misleading, or deceptive; 
o is libelous or defamatory; 
o promotes unlawful or illegal products, services or activities; 
o infringes on any copyright, trade or service mark, patent, trade secret or other intellectual 

property right of any person or entity; 
o implies or declares an endorsement by the City of Chicago of any product, service or 

activity, except upon the written consent of the City of Chicago; 
o is obscene, pornographic, or sexually explicit material, including, but not limited to, the 

depiction of nudity, sexual conduct, or sexual excitement; 



o promotes or depicts tobacco or tobacco-products, or their use, or advertises entities whose 
business is substantially derived from the sale of tobacco or tobacco products; 

o promotes or depicts alcoholic beverages or the use of alcoholic beverages if such 
advertisement or promotional material is within a 500-foot radius of a school up through 
the level of high school, a house of worship or a playground (other than a playground 
located adjacent to a linear park that is more than one mile in length and is located within 
the public way); 

o advertises entities whose business is substantially derived from the sale of firearms; 
o supports or opposes a political message, or a public issue or cause; 
o advocates imminent lawlessness or violent action, or contains graphic depictions of 

violence; or 
o supports or opposes a religion or religious denomination, creed, tenet or belief, atheism 

or agnosticism, or that contains a religious message, symbol or endorsement. 
 

Maintenance 

• Painted elements must be repainted as needed to maintain their quality and appearance. 
 

Restoration 

• All surface treatments shall be temporary.  Upon the end of the Make Way For People Use 
Agreement period, Grantee shall fully remove the installation and restore the pavement to the 
same or better condition than that which existed immediately before the installation following 
CDOT Rules and Regulations for Construction in the Public Way. 

• The property shall be promptly restored following any utility cuts, to the extent not restored 
by the applicable utility company. 

 


