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¥ >k Agenda

- Meeting norms

-Spotlight: Chicago Muslims Green Team
- Draft mission statement

2025 goals

- Earth/Arbor Day

- TEWG meeting schedule

-Partner updates




¥ >k Meeting norms

-Be kind

-Share your perspective and allow others to
do the same

-Use the chat, raise your hand to speak
-Stay on topic
-Send updates in advance

I, .



¥ >k Member spotlight

Chicago Muslims Green Team
Caroline Williams




Presented at the Tree Equity Working Group Meeting
March 11, 2025
By Caroline Williams, Program Manager



Chicago Muslims Green Team

Founded in 2018, became a 501(c)(3) in 2020.

Mission: Scope of Works:

To connect Chicago Muslims and the greater
community to issues of environmental justice and
spread awareness about an Eco-friendly lifestyle

based on Islamic teachings.

Building bridges
Green Ramadan
Green Mosque
Capacity Building

MAY 13-14th
7PM-9PM
Conter



https://chicagomuslimsgreenteam.org/scope-of-works
https://chicagomuslimsgreenteam.org/ourteam

2022-2025 Tree Ambassador Program

Our Roots Chicago:
“Equitably Expanding
Chicago's Tree Canopy”

Community-based
Environmental Justice
Building Bridges

Tree Ambassador Training at El Paseo Garden 25th Ward
(July 16, 2022)
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https://chicagomuslimsgreenteam.org/participated-in-the-2022-eco-fest
https://chicagomuslimsgreenteam.org/participated-in-the-2022-eco-fest
https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/our-roots-chicago/home.html
https://chicagomuslimsgreenteam.org/summer-2022-tree-ambassador-training
https://chicagomuslimsgreenteam.org/summer-2022-tree-ambassador-training
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Anas bin Malik
reported: The
Messenger of Allah,
peace and blessings
be upon him, said,
“No Muslim plants a

tree or sows a seed : CH I CAGO

and then a bird, or a

human, or an animal REGION Our Trees.
eats from it but that TREES Our Communities.

it is charity for him.”
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https://chicagomuslimsgreenteam.org/tree-ambassadors-program

2025 CMGT Programs

Green Ramadan (March 1- 2025-2027 Tree Equity Program: to build
30): to reduce waste, community resilience through Forestry.
practice composting, and
promote community Activities include: Tree planting, tree maintenance,
resiliency. and educational programs in priority neighborhoods
in Southwest side of Chicago, South and North
suburbs.

gt . o
R AR R &

THE TRUE MEANING OF RAMADAN: -

RAMADAN TRAINS US TO BE A
RESILIENT COMMUNITY.

We are trained for a month to be well- - 2025 0 utd 00 r
behaved, patient, humble, compassionate,
generous with our time, energy, money while t T t H .
being hungry and thirsty from sunrise to a C IVI |eS.
sunset, experiencing living of the less- .
fortunate. Kaya kl n g
14
Ramadan is truly a boot camp to train us to . .
be a strong and resilient community, H I kl n g
mentally and physically. )
s m— s 1 Camping, Rock
;‘\\ a 2025 GREEN RAMADAN CAMPAIGN & a In 4 OC
k ] HTTPS://CHICAGOMUSLIMSGREENTEAM.ORG/ N C li b i n g

https://chicagomuslimsgreenteam.org/



https://chicagomuslimsgreenteam.org/




1 >k Draft mission statement

The Tree Equity Working Group's mission is fo grow and sustain
Chicago’s urban forest through equitable investment, proactive
stewardship, and community-centered care for public trees.

The TEWG advances its mission by convening non-profit organizations,
community groups, advocates, neighbors, and other stakeholders to
provide critical input on tree-related programs and policies, with @
specific focus on equity. TEWG members play a key role in holding the
City accountable for ifs urban forestry commitments. The working group
also serves as a platform for education, collaboration, and capacity
building to drive lasting change.

All voices are welcome in this conversation.
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1 >k Draft mission statement

The Tree Equity Working Group’s mission is 1o grow
and sustain Chicago’s urban forest through
equitable investment, proactive stewardship, and
community-centered care for public trees.
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1 >k Draft mission statement

The TEWG advances its mission by convening

- Non-profit organizations
- Community groups

- Advocates

- Neighbors

- Other stakeholders

to provide crifical input on tree-related programs
and policies, with a specific focus on equity.
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1 >k Draft mission statement

TEWG members play a key role in holding the City
accountable for its urban forestry commitments.

The working group also serves as a platform for
education, collaboration, and capacity building
to drive lasting change.

All voices are welcome In this conversation.

.



1 >k Draft mission statement

The Tree Equity Working Group's mission is fo grow and sustain
Chicago’s urban forest through equitable investment, proactive
stewardship, and community-centered care for public trees.

The TEWG advances its mission by convening non-profit organizations,
community groups, advocates, neighbors, and other stakeholders to
provide critical input on tree-related programs and policies, with @
specific focus on equity. TEWG members play a key role in holding the
City accountable for ifs urban forestry commitments. The working group
also serves as a platform for education, collaboration, and capacity
building to drive lasting change.

All voices are welcome in this conversation.
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1 >k 2025 goals (draft)

Planting

Tree health benetfits flyer
Drone footage + research
Earth Day/Arbor Day
Social media posts
Otherse




1 > Earth Day / Arbor Day

Discussion

22



Date Time Format
February 11 9:00am Virtual
March 11 9:00am Virtual
April 8 12:00pm Virtual
May 13 9:00am Virtual
June 10* 9:00am Virtual
July 11 7:00pm Virtual
August 12 9:00am Virtual
September 10 10:00am Hybrid
October 14* 9:00am Virtual
November 11* 9:00am Virtual
December 9* 9:00am Virtual

1 >k 2025 draft meeting schedule

*Jared on leave

23



1 >k Partner updates and events

Send future updates to
jared.patton@cityofchicago.org

24


mailto:jared.patton@cityofchicago.org

1 >k DOE

Jared Patton, AICP
Jared.Patton@cityofchicago.org
312-742-0703

City of Chicago
Department of Environment
2 N LaSalle St, Suite 725
Chicago, IL 60602
Chicago.gov/Environment



mailto:Jared.Patton@cityofchicago.org
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