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Why do we study urban wildlife?
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How people 
experience nature 

is tied to where 
they live, and most 
people today live 

in cities.

Liyao Xie / Getty Images



8



9



10



11



12

The Aldi Coyote

And its 
predecessor…
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The Quizno’s Coyote!
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Chonkasaurus!
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Monty and Rose
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Some photos!



18



19



20



21



22



23



24

Record Breaking Science
Total photos: > 4,000,000

Seasons sampled: 46

Miles driven: ~100,000

Cameras stolen: 35

Sites monitored: > 150

Interns: > 50

Collaborations: 25+
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Bats in Chicago
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And even more!



27

Key results
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Connecting with the Public
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Partners in Fieldwork
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Chicago Wildlife Watch

ChicagoWildlifeWatch.org
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Urban Planning
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Chicago and 
beyond..
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Current Partners
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Raccoon

Virginia opossum

Coyote
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Gray squirrel

Red fox

Fox squirrel

Finally, we can truly 
understand urban wildlife 

across the nation—all 
species!

Fidino et al. 2021, Ecological Applications
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Wealth and urbanization shape medium and large terrestrial
mammal communities

• Begins investigations 
into social factors

• 20 North American 
UWIN cities

• Testing luxury 
effect—hypothesis of 
higher diversity in 
richer neighborhoods

• This is a theory long 
divisive in the 
literature

Magle et al. 2021, Global Change Biology
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Luxury Effect

• We detected a luxury 
effect in about half of the 
20 UWIN cities.

• Urban intensity had a 
stronger effect

• Economic factors play an 
important secondary role 
to structural / ecological 
ones

Magle et al. 2021, Global Change Biology
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Most recently… Gentrification Drives Patterns 
of Alpha and Beta Diversity in Cities
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Where do we 
go from 
here?
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Plans for Coexistence!



45

Understanding Urban Birds Across The World
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A Truly 
Global 
Network
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“The weeds in a city lot convey the same
lesson as the redwoods…” 
-Aldo Leopold, A Sand County Almanac
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Thanks to the Partners of UWIN
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Thank 
you!
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?

www.urbanwildlifeinfo.org


