










































































   

From: Forrest Cortes 
Sent: Monday, January 11, 2021 7:07 PM
To: envcomments
Cc: Judy Pollock
Subject: RMG Move To Southeast Side - Chicago Audubon Society Public Comment
Attachments: CAS General Iron Public Comment.pdf

 
[Warning: External email] 
 
 
Good evening, 
 
I am writing on behalf of the board of the Chicago Audubon Society to submit the attached public comment related to 
the proposed move of RMG to the Southeast Side. We appreciate the opportunity to provide input and look forward to 
hearing back as the process continues. 
 
Best, 
 
Forrest Cortes 
Vice President 
Chicago Audubon Society 

 

























company. This is the name of the company applying for a Large Recycling Permit on the application itself. 
These claims are insulting to the intelligence and dignity of Chicago residents. These claims are more insulting 
because both GII and RMG have violated multiple City, State, and Federal regulations over the course of their 
operations. Over the course of this process the City has refused to consider both GII & RMG’s poor record of 
regulatory compliance as a factor in the permitting process. How can we take their estimations and information 
in their permit application in good faith? 
 

Finally, I appeal to you as a Pastor in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. While serving in a parish in 
Chicago’s 10th Ward, I noticed that in ~90% of the households under my care there had abnormal health 
conditions such as rare cancers, aggressive COPD, asthma, and rare developmental disabilities. Many of my 
colleagues in parishes of comparable size did not encounter this level of disease in their parishes, notably in 
wealthier, whiter parishes.  
 

A healthy living environment should not be a luxury good. It is a human right. Yet, in the City of Chicago, 
especially if this permit is approved, this will not be the case. In the City of Chicago clean air is a luxury good 
afforded to wealthy, white communities, at the expense of working-class communities of color. This may not be 
your intention but it is certainly the impact of decades of policy. We must turn the course. We must protect 
public health. We must uphold landmark Civil Rights legislation like the Fair Housing Act to undo the harm our 
City has caused to BIPOC (Black & Indigenous People of Color) Communities. The City of Chicago, 
particularly our Department of Public Health and its commissioner Dr. Allison Arwady, must exercise its legal 
duty to protect the health of Chicago residents from the dangers of air pollution, particularly during a global 
pandemic caused by a dangerous respiratory virus and DENY THE PERMIT. 
 
Hoping against hope, 
 

Rev. Matthew G. Zemanick+ 
 
 
 
 
 
‐‐  
 
 
Rev. Matthew Zemanick+ 
c:   











 
1/13/21 
“Hello,  
 
My name is Julia Hunter and I am a community member and organization. I stand in solidarity 
with 10th ward South East Side residents against General Iron. Firstly, the Chicago Department 
of Public Health (CDPH) and Public Health Commissioner Dr. Allison Arwady have a duty and 
the authority to protect the public’s health. Therefore, I demand that CDPH and Dr. Arwady 
protect the public’s health by exercising their duty, due diligence, and authority to deny General 
Iron the permit to operate a Large Recycling facility on the Southeast Side. 
 
The science behind the pollution putting the SE side community at risk is simple: 

● Particulate matter (PM 10 & PM 2.5) will be released into our environment from 
RMG/General Iron and go into our lungs and further compromise the immune system of 
10th Ward residents. Just because we cannot see it does not mean it is not there. 

● A study conducted by George Washington Highschool, the high school directly across 
the road from RMG/General Iron, found winds from RMG’s location to blow Southwest to 
Northeast. With the wind pattern present, wind will carry pollutants directly to the learning 
environment of our students and negatively impact their health.  

● According to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the World Health 
Organization (WHO), chronic exposure to particulate matter and air pollutants results in 
higher asthma rates amongst adolescents, higher lung cancer rates, depression, lower 
academic performance, and a decreased life span.  

 
Moving an industrial facility’s operations from a gentrified, mostly white neighborhood to a 
community with majority Black, Brown, Immigrant, and working-class residents already 
overburdened with polluting industry is a prime example of environmental racism. The City must 
deny the permit if it is to be in compliance with the US Fair Housing Act. 
 
If you all do not deny this permit, you all are signing away valuable years of our lives at the 
expense of another scrap metal yard.  

 
Deny RMG/General Iron’s permit to operate a Large Recycling Facility. We deserve clean air.  

 
Sincerely,  
Julia Hunter 

 
 







January 13, 2021 
 

 

My name is Naomi Chase and I am a resident of 96th and Merrill Ave. 

As a member of the South Deering Manor Community Association, I support its mission to create a 
community working together in unity to impact the quality of life in our neighborhood by bringing 
resources to improve our homes, schools, churches, businesses, and eliminate crime. 
  
Our concerns regarding the RMG Expansion fall into the two categories listed below along with the 
corresponding deficiencies listed in the Chicago Department of Public Health Application Deficiency 
Letter: 
  

•         Traffic Pollution: 
11. Pursuant to paragraph 3.9.13.2 of the Rules, provide a stacking plan of all trucks 

and vehicles during the Facility's peak AM and PM traffic hours. 
12.  Pursuant to paragraphs 3.9.13.4 to 3.9.13.7 of the Rules, provide a traffic study 

in conformance with the requirements of said paragraphs. A traffic study was 
previously submitted to CDPH for initial review but was not included in the 
Application. 

 

•         Environmental Pollution: 
33. Pursuant to 3.10.11 of the Rules, revise the hours of operation, taking into 

consideration the restrictions imposed under the IEPA construction air permit 
ID No. 031600SFX ("IEPA Air Permit"). For example, the IEPA Air Permit limited 
facility vehicle traffic to 14 hours per day on weekdays and 12 hours per day on 
weekends. These hours conflict with the 24/7 operation proposed in the 
Application. Other conflicting hours between the IEPA Air Permit and the 
Application include the non-ferrous system operation hours and barge loading 
hours. 
 

34. Pursuant to 1-4-2530(I), provide an odor control plan that addresses the 
potential odors at the Facility. Such plan shall include, but may not be limited 
to, the following: 
 

A. An inventory of odor-emitting activities; 
B. The location, time, and duration of each odor-emitting activity; 
C.  An odor mitigation plan that includes specific administrative and/or 

engineering controls and best management practices for each odor-
emitting activity; 

D. Routine odor inspections around the Facility and nearby adjacent 
Sensitive Areas; and 

E. Protocols for investigating odors discovered during routine inspections 
or as reported in an odor complaint. 

  
We are completely aware that our area is surrounded by industrial properties and is a proper space for 
this business and regardless of the company or product, we will do everything necessary to keep our 



residents safe from traffic, environmental and chemical pollution. There is new technology 
that must investigate and procure. It would prove their interest in being a good community partner. 

We will continue to advocate for our safety and wellbeing and hope you can join us by protecting our 
quality of life. Imagine your company being located where you live; have that same level of concern for 
our community. 

I appreciate the opportunity to submit my concerns regarding the RMG Expansion to 11600 S. Burley on 
the Southeast Side of Chicago. 

 

Our Best Regards, 

Ninah Moore, Corresponding Secretary 

South Deering Manor 
Community Association 

"Connecting and Empowering Our Residents for the Good of the Community.”   
A 501(c)(3) non profit organization ~ All donations are tax deductible 
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The Nature Conservancy 

Illinois Chapter 

400 N. Michigan Avenue, Ste. S1100 

Chicago, IL  60611 

tel (312) 580-2100 

e-mail: Illinois@tnc.org 

nature.org/illinois 

Chicago Dept. of Public Health 

333 S. State Street, Room 200 

Chicago, IL 60604 

 

January 13, 2021 

 

RE: Comments on General III, LLC Large Recycling Facility Application 

 

To Whom It May Concern:   

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the request by General III, LLC’s 

(“GIII”) for a Class IVB Large Recycling Facility permit, proposed for their 

property at 11600 S. Burley Avenue in Chicago.  The Nature Conservancy is 

committed to conserving the resources for sustaining life on Earth, and we are 

called to take particular care where communities already carry a heavy 

environmental burden.  From our science-based analyses and experience with 

the communities of the Calumet River, we urge the Department to reject this 

permit application.  

 

The Conservancy bases our determination in part on our evaluation of 

community vulnerability to impacts related to climate change.  Our analysis, 

called the Chicago Greenprint, identifies all communities along the Calumet 

River (from Lake Michigan to Lake Calumet) as having especially high 

vulnerability to poor air quality. This matter is well-documented, given the 

many environmental justice issues local activists have raised in the Southeast 

Side. Our analysis utilizes publicly accessible data from government sources 

related to air quality, filtering the results by U.S. Census data on income and 

concentration of youth with high vulnerability.    

 

One of the Conservancy’s partnerships on the Southeast Side works with 

community volunteers, including families with young children, to engage them 

in stewardship of the valuable natural areas at Chicago Park District sites such 

as Big Marsh and Indian Ridge Marsh.  Among our goals are to foster the many 

health benefits of engagement with nature and the outdoors in participants.  

However, these sites are within one mile of the proposed GIII facility.  We also 

have helped to fund restoration programs at Eggers Grove Forest Preserve and 

William Powers State Recreation Area, both of which are similarly close and 

generally downwind of the proposed facility.  

 

The Conservancy has a history of investment in Southeast Side natural areas 

and communities.  Since 2015, we have led a coalition that has brought federal 

funding to restore habitat at the parks mentioned above totaling over $875,000.  

These investments have had a significant impact on improving the quality of 



 

 

 
 

 

 

The Nature Conservancy 

Illinois Chapter 

400 N. Michigan Avenue, Ste. S1100 

Chicago, IL  60611 

tel (312) 580-2100 

e-mail: Illinois@tnc.org 

nature.org/illinois 

green spaces for local residents.  Additional air pollution from the proposed 

GIII operation would only build on the existing risk demonstrated by our 

analyses, leading to concerns about the ongoing risk to the people working to 

manage and maintain these spaces for the community.  

 

We are concerned that awarding the permit to GIII will jeopardize community 

residents seeking to improve their health at these important local natural areas, 

adding new risks to a community that is already overburdened with industrial 

air quality issues. 

 

 

We appreciate and support the Department’s deficiency letter to GIII from 

December 23, 2021.  However, the issues with the permit application go well 

beyond the gaps in the information supplied by GIII.  It is clear from many data 

sources, including our own, that the 11600 Burley Ave. location – and the 

Southeast Side in general – is an inappropriate location for a large recycling 

facility.  We encourage the Department to deny this permit.  

 

Thank you. 

 

 

Sincerely, 
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Susan Donovan, Dir. of Government Relations 

SDONOVAN@TNC.ORG | (312) 580-2100 







St. Luke's Lutheran Church of Logan Square 
3325 W Wrightwood Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60647 

(o): 773.235.5420 

web: www.stlukesLS.org 

     M    m      m  
m

 

Powerful church. Transforming lives. Changing the world. 



   

From: john prendergast 
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2021 3:41 PM
To: envcomments
Subject: deny the permits for General Iron in 10th ward

 
[Warning: External email] 
 
 
Jan 13, 2021 
Hello: 
 
My name  is Join Prendergast and I am life long resident of the 10th ward. I stand in solidarity 10th ward South east side 
residents against General Iron. 
 
Moving an industrial facility’s operations from a gentrified, mostly white neighborhood to a community with black, 
brown. immigrant  and working‐class residents already overburdened with polluting industry is a prime example of 
environmental racism. The city must deny the permit if it is to be in compliance with the US Fair Housing Act. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
John Prendergast 





Miguel Garcia 
 

 









   

From: Gonzalo Arreguin 
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2021 7:56 PM
To: envcomments
Subject: Against General Iron

 
[Warning: External email] 
 
 
Hello, 
 
My name is Gonzalo Arreguin Farias and I am a community member. I stand in solidarity with 10th ward South East Side 
residents against General Iron. Firstly, the Chicago Department of Public Health (CDPH) and Public Health Commissioner 
Dr. Allison Arwady has a duty and the authority to protect the public’s health. Therefore, I demand that CDPH and Dr. 
Arwady protect the public’s health by exercising their duty, due diligence, and authority to deny General Iron the permit 
to operate a Large Recycling facility on the Southeast Side. 
 
The science behind the pollution putting the SE side community at risk is simple: 
                Particulate matter (PM 10 & PM 2.5) will be released into our environment from RMG/General Iron and go into 
our lungs and further compromise the immune system of 10th Ward residents. Just because we cannot see it does not 
mean it is not there. 
                A study conducted by George Washington Highschool, the high school directly across the road from 
RMG/General Iron, found winds from RMG’s location to blow Southwest to Northeast. With the wind pattern present, 
wind will carry pollutants directly to the learning environment of our students and negatively impact their health. 
                According to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the World Health Organization (WHO), chronic 
exposure to particulate matter and air pollutants results in higher asthma rates amongst adolescents, higher lung cancer 
rates, depression, lower academic performance, and a decreased life span. 
 
Moving an industrial facility’s operations from a gentrified, mostly white neighborhood to a community with majority 
Black, Brown, Immigrant, and working‐class residents already overburdened with polluting industry is a prime example 
of environmental racism. The City must deny the permit if it is to be in compliance with the US Fair Housing Act. 
 
If you all do not deny this permit, you all are signing away valuable years of our lives at the expense of another scrap 
metal yard. 
 
Deny RMG/General Iron’s permit to operate a Large Recycling Facility. We deserve clean air. 
 
Sincerely, 
Gonzalo Arreguin Farias 
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