




























 
 





that pollution levels are higher than supposed to 
be and releases harmful chemicals and toxins in 
the air which is bad for the health and wellbeing of 
others. 
 
 







































 





Our community has spoken loud and clear since 2018 that we do not want General Iron in our 
community.  

General Iron is a known and documented violator and polluter.  They have 
put their existing community and their own employees in danger with 
explosions and fires at their facility. Who in their right mind and what 
community would want a company like this? 
 

The residents and families of Chicago's Southeast side have made it known and clear that General 
Iron is not welcome. The community has spoken loud and clear during the Illinois EPA permitting 
process and during the city's Zoom public hearing in July. The response has been unanimous and 
adamant, No to General Iron! Yet the city claims to have an "agreement" with General Iron/RMG. 
As far as I am concerned, that agreement is "null and void" because the community did not agree 
to this.  
 

Why have our elected officials both the Mayor and Alderman, who are supposed to protect our 
community & residents, disrespected our unanimous voice? You will have to ask them. Do 
Lobbyists and political campaign contributions trump the voice of the taxpayers, property owners, 
stakeholders, residents and families of our community? 
 

As a father of five children, God has made me a protector, as a Pastor, Jesus has granted me 
wisdom and discernment to warn the people of "wolves" who seek to harm and destroy. We have 
a collective duty, obligation and responsibility to protect the most vulnerable of our community, 
our senior citizens and children. As a result, we say a collective "NO" to General Iron and that 
General Iron is "persona non grata" on Chicago's Southeast side.  
 

Richard L. Martinez, Jr. 
Pastor. Nehemiah Family Fellowship Church 
Chair, Nehemiah Leaders 
Chair, 4th District Police Clergy Committee 
Member, National Hispanic Christian Leadership Conference 
773‐544‐4682 
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‐‐  
Richard L. Martinez, Jr. 
Pastor 
Nehemiah Family Fellowship Church 
773‐544‐4682 
  
  
  
  







and the inhalers littered around our house and cars. Enough is enough. Work for your people. Take a walk in 10th ward 
shoes, see the beauty, and support our right to life. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read this, 
 
Giuliana Molinaro 

  
Chicago, Il 
60617 
 
 
 
 
 





   

From: Melissa Hynds 
Sent: Wednesday, December 16, 2020 1:19 PM
To: envcomments
Subject: I stand behind RMG

 
[Warning: External email] 
 
 
I am writing in support of RMG’s metal recycling plant on the south side. They have displayed their commitment to 
safety and the highest standards in pollution control. Their state of the art operation is part of our national goal to 
recycle in an effort to minimize waste and improve the environment. The location is in an already industrialized zone 
and measures have been taken to have a minimal impact to the community. Between jobs and tax revenue, it will be 
beneficial in an area that would otherwise go unused. I would welcome the business in my own community! As a south 
sider, I know how much unused land is available. Currently, an Amazon warehouse is being built in my neighborhood. 
While the jobs and tax revenue are much needed, Amazon is a huge company threatening small businesses across the 
country. RMG does not share this conflict and poses no threat to small businesses. For these reasons, I stand behind 
RMG. 
 
Melissa Hynds 

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 







 [Warning: External email]  

Comments on RMG application to expand a recycling facility

Thomas Stoodt 
Wed 12/16/2020 3:30 PM
To:  envcomments <envcomments@cityofchicago.org>

On Page O-1 They state:

General III, LLC, will conduct an air monitoring evalua�on at the commencement of it opera�ons to determine if
its needs to implement OSHA 29 1910.134; Respiratory Protec�on Program.

This should not be an “if”. They should include their current plan in the applica�on. This is not a new company,
but an experienced one with many exis�ng opera�ons. See OSHA 3348-05 Guidance for the Iden�fica�on and
Control of Safety and Health Hazards in Metal Scrap Recycling. According to this document:

“Many employees are employed by scrap metal recy- cling industries. Private, nonferrous recycling industries in
the U.S. employed approximately 16,000 employees in 2001.1 (Figures were not available for ferrous recycling
industries.) In 2001, those nonferrous recycling industries reported approximately 3,000 injuries and illnesses. The
most common causes of illness were poisoning (e.g., lead or cadmium poisoning), disorders associated with re-
peated trauma, skin diseases or disorders, and respiratory conditions due to inhalation of, or other contact with,
toxic agents. Of those injuries and ill- nesses, 701 cases involved days away from work. The most common events
or exposures leading to these cases were contact with an object or piece of equipment; overextension; and
exposure to a harmful substance.”

Regards,

Tom Stoodt

















   

From: Christopher Higgins 
Sent: Thursday, December 17, 2020 8:49 AM
To: envcomments
Subject: Deny General Iron | RMG’s Permit for Southeast 

 
[Warning: External email] 
 
 
Dear City of Chicago and Department of Public Health: 
 
I’m a current neighbor of General Iron, now RMG, on the city’s Northside. I know first hand that this company, its 
leaders and its equipment do not belong in my neighborhood on the Northside and they most certainly do not belong on 
the Southeast side. 
 
That’s why I request that you DENY General Iron | RMG’s request for the final permit to operate in Southeast Chicago. 
 
Despite the promises that have been made to the city, they will not be kept. Just look at General Iron and RMG’s record 
over the years: multiple fires, explosions, building violations, OSHA violations. The U.S. EPA—under Donald Trump no 
less—has found General Iron’s actions to be so egregious that it forced the company into a legally binding consent order. 
And even that is violated again and again. 
 
Numerous false arguments have been made that this is a new company, with new equipment and a new name. The facts 
are just the opposite: the problematic equipment from the Northside that caused two explosions is being moved to the 
Southeast side; the same leaders here will be in charge there; the same family that has owned the Northside operation 
still owns a massive stake in the company; and the company is actually the same one since RMG purchased General Iron 
last year and operates the northside facility! 
 
Again, the city has ample evidence and resident support to deny this permit. No resident should have to sacrifice their 
health for economic opportunity ‐ especially residents on the Southeast side. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Chicago Resident 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 







   

From: Paul Kordahi 
Sent: Thursday, December 17, 2020 1:15 PM
To: envcomments
Subject: RMG - new location

 
[Warning: External email] 
 
 
Hello, 
 
I’m emailing you today to share my opinion about RMG recycling business. Over the years, I’ve had my fair amount of 
travel and have seen multiple locations where RMG operate its recycling and scrap services. I’ve also seen other 
companies operating and, hands down, RMG is one of the few companies where the owners, management, leadership 
and labor teams all come together and prioritize safety plus they do their best to make sure all environmental standards 
are met and exceeded. 
Any place where RMG has operated, they have respected the laws that different states enforces over businesses and 
they have always worked on improving the operations while meeting any safety and environmental standards. 
I am positive that South shore won’t only create more jobs and opportunities during the pandemic that we’re going 
through, but as well, it will be one of the most environmental friednly recycling facilities that puts the safety or their 
teams firsthand. 
 
Much appreciated, 
Paul Kordahi 









   

From: Davina M Anderson 
Sent: Friday, December 18, 2020 8:29 AM
To: envcomments
Subject: Fresh Air

 
[Warning: External email] 
 
 
We are not a dumping ground. It’s a racist move! Stop it! 
 
Keep this iron works where it is! 
 
Davina‐Dvine1 



















   

From: Mia Nungaray 
Sent: Friday, December 18, 2020 2:55 PM
To: envcomments
Subject: General Iron Response 
Attachments: General Iron Response 

 
[Warning: External email] 
 



 



   

From: Mia Nungaray 
Sent: Friday, December 18, 2020 3:02 PM
To: envcomments
Subject: General Iron Responce 
Attachments: General Iron Responce 

 
[Warning: External email] 
 



 





















  
Mark Drury 
  
____________________ 
MARK DRURY / GII, LLC 
MARKDRURY@GENERAL-IRON.COM 
1909 N CLIFTON AVE, CHICAGO, IL 60614 
(O) 773-327-1116       (C) 708-336-1559 

 
a reserve management group company 
providing safe, responsible + sustainable recycling solutions for 
our customers and the environment. 

 











   

From: Matt Kripke 
Sent: Monday, December 21, 2020 12:17 PM
To: envcomments
Subject: FW: Message from "Univ-K3458"
Attachments: 20201221131221158.pdf

 
[Warning: External email] 
 
 
Attached is a letter I wrote in support of RMG's proposed South Side facility.  Thank you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Matt Kripke, President 
Kripke Enterprises, Mid South Aluminum 
Office 419‐539‐9133 
Cell 419‐704‐6063 
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=92be6298‐cd255a47‐92beb6f0‐864b079825b8‐
14375a6180865184&q=1&e=2fe75c1e‐9f5f‐44b3‐9962‐04a712887eb6&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kripke.com%2F 
 
 
 
 









   

From: Sandi Martínez 
Sent: Monday, December 21, 2020 3:34 PM
To: envcomments
Subject: General Iron 

 
[Warning: External email] 
 
 
Good afternoon, I’m writing in opposition to General Iron coming to my SouthEast side community. We are finally 
cleaning up the environmental mess left behind from the steel mills. We are off no lesser value to the people in Lincoln 
Park, please do not treat us as such. 
 
Thank you kindly, 
Sandra Martinez 
 
SM 
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