




George Washington H.S. Local School Council

Resolution in Opposition to Southside Recycling’s Metal Shredder 

Sponsored by Teacher Reps Donald Davis and Chuck Stark 

WHEREAS, Southside Recycling intends to operate a Metal Shredder facility on 116th Street and Burley

Avenue, AND 

WHEREAS, the parent company of this facility, General Iron or RMG, has been known to have negative

environmental impacts with its existing industrial operations, including explosions, fires, excessive 

noise, and releasing of particulate matter into the air, AND 

WHEREAS, the East Side community and 10th Ward already has numerous industrial factories and 

environmental polluters already in operation, AND

WHEREAS, the legacy of  pollution and inadequate zoning laws that prioritize industry profits over 

public health contribute to the East Side and 10th Ward experiencing elevated levels of heart disease, 

COPD, asthma and other respiratory illnesses, as well as being a medically underserved community, 

AND

WHEREAS, the proposed Metal Shredder would increase diesel polluting truck traffic and noise on 

Avenue O, AND

WHEREAS, the proposed Metal Shredder will be permitted to emit up to 16 additional tons of 

Particulate Matter (PM) into the air per year, AND 

WHEREAS, the prevailing winds in East Side are from southwest to northeast, thus blowing much of

that PM towards George Washington High School, less than half a mile from the proposed facility, AND 

WHEREAS, there are no guarantees that 10th Ward residents will be employed at the new facility, AND 



WHEREAS, the facility is being relocated from predominantly white Lincoln Park to a majority Latinx 

neighborhood--representing a clear example of environmental racism, AND  

 

WHEREAS, the City of Chicago needs to invest in green manufacturing for the 10th Ward and equitable 

school facilities for George Washington High School that are comparable to those of selective 

enrollment schools and more affluent suburbs, AND 

 

WHEREAS, many non-profit community organizations and individuals such as United Neighbors of the 

10th Ward, the Southeast Side Coalition to Ban Petcoke, Bridges/Puentes, the Southeast Youth 

Alliance, the Southeast Environmental Task Force, and local clergy stand in solidarity to prevent 

operation of this facility, 

 

THEN THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the George Washington High School Local School Council 

opposes operation of Southside Recycling’s Metal Shredder on 116th and Burley, and encourages the 

City of Chicago to deny the final permit for the facility, AND 

 

LET IT FURTHER BE RESOLVED, that the Washington High Local School Council encourages ALL 

students, parents, teachers, staff members, and residents of the 10th Ward to e-mail the City of 

Chicago to encourage denial of the permit: envcomments@cityofchicago.org . 

 

Once approved a copy of this resolution will be sent to Mayor Lori Lightfoot, Dr. Allison Arwady, 

Alderwoman Susan Sadlowski-Garza and all City Council members, and local news media. 

 

Approved by the GWHS LSC on January 11, 2021. 













 
As all of Chicago has seen, the operations at the General Iron site in Lincoln Park have led to an explosion in May 2020 
and a fire in November 2020. Lincoln Park residents have long monitored bad smells, questionable dust, and other 
concerns associated with this operation and organized to get this threat to their health and safety out of their 
neighborhood. So we believe that Southeast Side residents have good reason to be concerned. We stand in solidarity 
with 10th Ward residents in saying that if it isn’t good enough for Lincoln Park, it isn’t good enough for the 
predominantly Latino and African‐American 10th Ward.  
 
Moving the General Iron plant from Lincoln Park to the south side is a prime example of environmental racism and social 
injustice. The pollution is too annoying for the wealthy, but just fine for poor Black and Brown communities?   
 
Deny the permit! 
 
Sincerely, 
Andrew Clarke 
Chicago, IL  









other concerns associated with this operation and organized to get this threat to their health and safety out of their 
neighborhood. So we believe that Southeast Side residents have good reason to be concerned. We stand in 
solidarity with 10th Ward residents in saying that if it isn’t good enough for Lincoln Park, it isn’t good enough for the 
predominantly Latino and African-American 10th Ward.  
 
We see this as a great opportunity for the City of Chicago to go back to the drawing board and create 
environmentally just policies that uplift our overburdened communities. Again, we respectfully request that CDPH 
deny the permit to operate a large recycling facility in the 10th Ward.    
 
Best, 
Gaik Ping Ooi (G.P.) 



   

From: Virginia Witmer >
Sent: Tuesday, January 26, 2021 7:52 PM
To: envcomments
Subject: Rowan Park

 
[Warning: External email] 
 
 
No iron works in the neighborhood. Air pollution is inimical to any attempt to have a clean city. 
Thank you. 
Virginia Witmer 
Friend of the Parks 
(I pick up cigarette butts in Printers Row Park once a week.) 
 
Sent from my iPhone 

















adolescents, higher lung cancer rates, depression, lower academic performance, and a decreased 
lifespan.  

 
The Southeast Side historically has battled petcoke and manganese, to name a few. Just recently, arsenic and lead 
were found in children’s baseball fields in the area. Meanwhile, the Confined Disposal Facility at the confluence of 
the Calumet River and the lakefront is leaking PCBs, mercury, arsenic, and lead back into our water supply, an 
issue which the Army Corps of Engineers tried to keep from public view. 
 
As all of Chicago has seen, the operations at the General Iron site in Lincoln Park have led to an explosion in May 
2020 and a fire in November 2020. Lincoln Park residents have long monitored bad smells, questionable dust, and 
other concerns associated with this operation and organized to get this threat to their health and safety out of their 
neighborhood. So we believe that Southeast Side residents have good reason to be concerned. We stand in 
solidarity with 10th Ward residents in saying that if it isn’t good enough for Lincoln Park, it isn’t good enough for the 
predominantly Latino and African-American 10th Ward.  
 
We see this as a great opportunity for the City of Chicago to go back to the drawing board and create 
environmentally just policies that uplift our overburdened communities. Again, we respectfully request that CDPH 
deny the permit to operate a large recycling facility in the 10th Ward.    
 
Sincerely, 
 
Juanita Irizarry 
Executive Director  
 
DO THE RIGHT THING! 
 
Thank you, 
Zuriel Berry 





River and the lakefront is leaking PCBs, mercury, arsenic, and lead back into our water supply, an issue which the Army 
Corps of Engineers tried to keep from public view. 
 
As all of Chicago has seen, the operations at the General Iron site in Lincoln Park have led to an explosion in May 2020 
and a fire in November 2020. Lincoln Park residents have long monitored bad smells, questionable dust, and other 
concerns associated with this operation and organized to get this threat to their health and safety out of their 
neighborhood. So FOTP and I believe that Southeast Side residents have good reason to be concerned. We stand in 
solidarity with 10th Ward residents in saying that if it isn’t good enough for Lincoln Park, it isn’t good enough for the 
predominantly Latino and African-American 10th Ward.  
 
We see this as a great opportunity for the City of Chicago to go back to the drawing board and create environmentally just 
policies that uplift our overburdened communities. Again, I, and FOTP, respectfully request that CDPH deny the permit to 
operate a large recycling facility in the 10th Ward.    
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kaara Kallen 
 
 









   

From: Frances Ramirez 
Sent: Thursday, January 28, 2021 8:47 AM
To: envcomments
Subject: Dumping

 
[Warning: External email] 
 
 
To Whom it May Concern, 
                Enough is enough! 
Let the higher ups , place it in their neighborhood! 
 
Sent from my iPhone 







   

From: tyrone harrington 
Sent: Thursday, January 28, 2021 9:59 AM
To: envcomments
Subject: Stop General mills 
Attachments: Sample_comment_letter_on_General_Iron_permit_01_2021.docx.pdf

 
[Warning: External email] 

 
 
#2021 Taking Position!! 
+TH 







1/28/2021 

Hello,  

My name is Mayte Aldrett and I am a member of the Southeast Chicago Community. I stand in 
solidarity with 10th ward South East Side residents against General Iron. Firstly, the Chicago 
Department of Public Health (CDPH) and Public Health Commissioner Dr. Allison Arwady has a 
duty and the authority to protect the public’s health. Therefore, I demand that CDPH and Dr. 
Arwady protect the public’s health by exercising their duty, due diligence, and authority to deny 
General Iron the permit to operate a Large Recycling facility on the Southeast Side. 

The science behind the pollution putting the SE side community at risk is simple: 
● Particulate matter (PM 10 & PM 2.5) will be released into our environment from RMG/

General Iron and go into our lungs and further compromise the immune system of 10th 
Ward residents. Just because we cannot see it does not mean it is not there. We are in a 
respiratory illness pandemic, and there has to be regard for the health of this vibrant 
community already facing disproportionate access to healthcare and vaccination for a 
life threatening virus. 

● A study conducted by George Washington High school, the high school directly across 
the road from RMG/General Iron, found winds from RMG’s location to blow Southwest to 
Northeast. With the wind pattern present, wind will carry pollutants directly to the 
learning environment of our students and negatively impact their health.  

● According to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the World Health 
Organization (WHO), chronic exposure to particulate matter and air pollutants results in 
higher asthma rates amongst adolescents, higher lung cancer rates, depression, lower 
academic performance, and a decreased life span. 

Moving an industrial facility’s operations from a gentrified, mostly white neighborhood to a 
community with majority Black, Brown, Immigrant, and working-class residents already 
overburdened with polluting industry is a prime example of environmental racism. The City must 
deny the permit if it is to be in compliance with the US Fair Housing Act. 

As someone who has grown up with various health issues related to surrounding industry in my 
childhood home, particularly metal recycling facilities, experience serves as evidence of the long 
term repercussions for the children growing and developing their bodies in this community. The 
communities on the north side neighbored by the original RMG facility can attest to that. If you 
all do not deny this permit, you all are signing away valuable years of our lives at the expense of 
another scrap metal yard.  

Deny RMG/General Iron’s permit to operate a Large Recycling Facility. We deserve clean air.  

Sincerely,  
Mayte Aldrett 

 
60649











certainly depend on the exact nature of the equipment proposed and the design of the process. This approach is overly 
simplistic and does not appear to reflect sound engineering practice. 

  

7.     Addendum 1 pages 13‐14. The section discusses an error in the emission rate from Dust Collector DC‐01. It is mentioned that 
a rate was converted from lb/min to lb/hr and a model re‐run. So the rate in the model went up by a factor of 60x from the 
original. In spite of this change to a rate 60 times higher, the predicted highest PM10 concentration stayed essentially the 
same. This does not sound credible and merits closer examination. This modeling is the cornerstone of what the company is 
using to establish that it will be safe for the neighborhoods, yet the basis is a single data point from a potentially mechanically 
different operation, and it appears to be extremely insensitive to large changes in the assumed emission rates. The entire 
modelling approach should be reviewed.  

 

8. As stated in a previous comment, CPDH and the IEPA should ask General III to conduct a HAZOP (hazards and operability study). 
This would provide a detailed rigorous examination of the design of each processing step, especially studying what happens 
when the plant is started up, shut down, or experiences an upset such as an explosion or a sudden loss of power. A HAZOP is 
generally accepted as a good practice in engineering design. I would think that General III would welcome a HAZOP as a good 
idea and a necessary step to protect workers and the community. If an early pre‐startup HAZOP had been done on the Clifton 
Ave. site, circumstances leading up to the explosion upset of May 2020 might have been anticipated and prevented ahead of 
time. It is not enough to simply say that an operation is being transferred from the Northside to the Southside and it is 
therefore just as safe (or unsafe as the case may be).  

 

Regards, 
Tom Stoodt  
Retired Chemical Engineer (38 years experience)   







de‐population, but if my life is so valueless when compared to the interests of a corporation which has 
a reputation as a bad actor, then I will have to consider selling my building and leaving this city‐‐ and 
I'm sure that many of my neighbors will also consider this too. 
 
Deny RMG/General Iron’s permit to operate a Large Recycling Facility. We deserve clean air, clean 
water, and clean ground. We deserve our right to healthy homes which we have bought and paid for. 
We deserve our right to healthy communities that we pay property taxes to maintain. 

 
A. Anne Holcomb, M.S. 

 
Chicago, IL 60649 
cell:   

 













 
History has shown us that watchdog groups put in place to safeguard us end up serving other interests.  We continue to 
be disappointed by elected officials, but hopefully current events have reminded us of the power of our vote.  Do not 
assume that we are being fooled.  RMG has acknowledged that the background PM10 measured by the IEPA Air Quality 
Monitors at GWHS is already at 77micrograms / L. These levels are considered dangerous by the World Health 
Organization and are illegal in the European Union.  It is imperative that our air become cleaner, not more harmful!  We 
also know that fines and citations are not effective in preventing additional violations. 
 
For forty years, alongside other concerned citizens, I have worked to defend our community from threats to our health, 
our homes, and our children, by taking buses to hearings, attending meetings, signing petitions.  It is exhausting, but we 
are motivated because it is the right thing to do.  Now we need the decision makers and influencers to do the right 
thing, too.  RMG’s history of polluting our ground, water, and air should be sufficient to deny this permit.  Current 
regulation is not preventing violations.  We need a moratorium on polluting industry in this area already oversaturated 
with pollution, not expansion of it.  The Chicago Department of Public Health must assert its regulatory authority to 
protect the health of Chicago's residents in the 10th Ward.  Please deny this permit. 
 
Thank you, 
Jean Madigan 
 



   

From: Susan Carton 
Sent: Thursday, January 28, 2021 5:57 PM
To: envcomments
Subject: RMG

 
[Warning: External email] 
 
 
I am opposed RMG building a metal recycling facility at 11600 S. Burley in Chicago for the following reasons: 
 
Metal recycling is an activity that heavily pollutes the surrounding environment, RMG has been sanctioned for violating 
pollution guidelines at 11 of its other facilities, this facility will likely do the same. 
 
The Southeast Side neighborhood is made up of Latino families who on their own do not have the resources to fight for 
clean air and water they deserve. 
 
Historically, the Calumet Region has been a dumping ground for industrial polluters, this facility will place an even 
greater burden the area. Recently there has been a great effort to restore some of the natural features of this unique 
ecosystem. Adding this facility to the already deeply scarred area is an affront to the neighborhood and to the people of 
Illinois who lay claim to the Calumet Region 
 
Susan Carton 








