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In a telephone conversation with a staff member of

the Board of thics on Januar

4, 1988, you
_ has invited
you and representatives of the

day trip Towurionw hicago on
and returning on the of that month. e

airlines would furnish all expenses for travel and
accommodations for the two day trip. - The stated
purpose of this trip is to dramatize_tbe opening
of a new 1 between Chicago ang weATion \provided
by CARLINE® : ’ _ onjunction with
this flight, Al&LiNE:;‘.'K-

- N wili host
several events for members of the ago

community and public officials in tocinen w,
) ve been invited to make this trip and
participate in these events both in ‘capa
as President offerRove. m. -




in your official capacity
the City of Chicago in its
Section 26.2-4 of the Ethics Ordinance contains several
provisions which are relevant to the acceptance of travel and
hosting by City officials. Under these provisions, City offi-
cials and employees are prohibited from accepting: . (1) gifts
from anonymous donors (Section 26.2-4(a), attached); (2) gifts or
benefits of any kind on the basis of some understanding that such
gifts will influence an employee's or official's actions in City
government (26,2-4(b), attached); and (3) gifts from persons who
have an economic interest in a.s ecific transaction with the City
where the employee or official is in & position to substantially

affect this transaction (26,2-4(c), attached). - However, ion
- ©2642=4(d)(iv) of the Ordinance expl feitly ‘allows officials and"

mployee accept . travel an _ it _

_such expenses are not éiven_anoﬂ{"°"’:slx:_or;‘? with a
- intent  to influence the 'rec pient's official
~actions as prohibited under subsections 26.2-4 (a)

he expenses  are
public even

' (3) the public event or ce
.. Offlcial City business;. ..

(4) the expenses are furnished by the spongsor of such
public event; and

(S) the expenses are reasonable.

The circumstances of your proposed trip seem to meet all of the
conditions for acceptable hosting as outlined above. First, this
is not an anonymous gift and the circumstances give no basis to
infer any improper intention on the part of (Aiine Y

in extending this invitation. Secondly, these expenses are being
furnished in connection with public events insofar as the - trip
involves ceremonies with other public officials and members of
the Chicago RN community aimed at reaffirming relations

between the cities of Chicago andixrionw and promoting Efurther
cultural exchange, Third, these public events are related to
your duties as an alderman insofar as you .are  the official
representative of Chicago's sister-City agreement with tocanoaw.’
Finally, the expenses which include travel and accommodations for
two days and nights inwdtwwiare being fug?ished by the sponsor.
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of the events discussed and these expemses are "reasonable® in
the sense that they do n d what is necessary to achieve
the stated purposes of the nbbiadudt Al

tr jp

Based on these-considerations, and in view of your significant
role in the WD Community, the Board of Ethics
concludes that it is permissible under the Ordinance for you to
accept the invitation from ARLINEK in this
instance. Please note however, that public officials may not
accept hosting and travel expenses unless such benefits meet the
conditions of "reasonable hosting" enumerated above. 28

We appreciate your inquiry. - If you have further questions "
concerning this matter or any similar matter,
hesitate to contact the ‘Board at 744 b

T

g e

please do not




