


























Consolidation of Commissions and
Functions. The Great Depression caused
the bankruptcy of most of the individual
park districts, and consolidation was
inevitable. In 1934, the Illinois state legis-
lature consolidated 22 independent
agencies to create the Chicago Park
District as a separate government body.
Over the next eight years, the Works
Progress Administration (WPA) provided
$84 million of federal funding for park
work. State and city matching funds
increased the total improvement budget to
approximately $105 million, and the
Chicago Park District’s work force was
increased to nearly 10,000 employees.
This was the last great period of park
.expansion in Chicago, with improvements
“to small parks, the reconstruction of Lake
Shore Drive, and major landfill extensions
to Burnham and Lincoln parks.

Table 1a

Over the years, the City of Chicago
acquired 243 parks and playlots of its
own. The majority were less than 10
acres in size, and many of the playlots
were only a fraction of an acre. In 1959,
the City and Park District entered into the
Functional Consolidation Act through
which the City parks and playlots were
turned over to the Chicago Park District,
the separate park police force was elimi-
nated, and the boulevards were transferred
to the City of Chicago.

Table 1a shows the park acreage acquired
by the Chicago Park District and its pre-
decessors from 1840 to 1992, along with

the population it served.

CHICAGO PARK ACRES, 1840-1990

Year Population Park Acres ‘1‘{;;?{:3&0
1840 4,470 2 0.4
1860 112,172 37 0.3
1890 1,099,850 2,006 1.8
1910 2,185,283 3,242 1.5
1930 3,376,438 5,713 1.7
1950 3,620,962 7,480 2.1
1970 3,366,957 6,974 2.1
1990 2,783,726 7,423 2.6

Source: Chicago Park District, Research and Planning Division, 1996




THE SYSTEM OF OPEN
SPACE TODAY

The legacy of the past is present today in
our existing parks, forest preserves and
boulevards. The following provides an
overview of the major open space

agencies, their roles, and landholdings.

Chicago Park District

The mission of the Park District is to
acquire, develop, and maintain park prop-
erties, and to make parks available to
residents in all areas of the city. The
Chicago Park District is the largest owner
of public open space in Chicago, with 551
properties covering 7,341 acres. These
parks range in size from mini-parks
smaller than one acre to the 1,212-acre
Lincoln Park. Most parks contain play-
ground equipment and other recreational
facilities. Many of these parks also
contain non-open space uses: major city
museums, including the Art Institute of
Chicago, Field Museum, Adler Plane-
tarium and the Shedd Aquarium; harbor
facilities; McCormick Place; and paved
areas, including Meigs Field and Lake
Shore Drive. Adjusting for these non-park
facilities, there remains a total of 6,697
acres of parkland owned and maintained
by the Chicago Park District.

Chicago's 40 lakefront parks encompass
approximately 2,520 acres of parkland,
approximately 38 percent of the Chicago

Park District's total park acreage (see
Figure 1 and Table 1b). The majority of
parkland, or 4,177 acres, is distributed
within 511 parks located in the Chicago
Park District's five neighborhood regions.

Figure 1
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Source: Chicago Park District,
Research and Planning Division, 1998



Table 1b

CHICAGO PARK DISTRICT OPEN SPACE

Type Characteristics Examples Number Percent*

Magnet Park 50+ acres, attracting large Burnham, Grant, Jackson 5 38%
numbers of visitors from the and Lincoln parks
entire metropolitan area

Citywide Park 50+ acres, attracting visitors Douglas, Garfield, Humboldt, 10 25%
from the entire city Marquette, and

Washington parks

Regional Park 15-50 acres, with indoor and Horner, Portage, Rogers and 46 16%
outdoor recreational facilities Welles parks
serving a section of the city

Community Park 5-15 acres, with indoor and Amundsen, Crescent, Fuller, 130 14%
outdoor recreation facilities Hiawatha and Jefferson parks
serving several neighborhoods

Neighborhood Park .5-5 acres, with outdoor and Cole, Dooley, Gross, Jonquil, 159 4%
sometimes indoor recreation Pietrowski and Seneca parks
facilities serving a neighborhood

Mini-Park Less than 1 acre, playground Baraga, Buckthorn, Harding, 145 5%

Nelson and Willow parks

Passive/Natural Area Landscaped park without Auburn, Sayre, Clark parks, 41 2%
indoor or outdoor facilities for River Esplanade and
active recreation Washington Square

Unimproved Sites for future park Chinatown Park and DuSable 15 5%
development parks

Total Chicago Park District Parks/Open Spaces 551 100%

Region Acres ** Percent of Parkland Acres
Lakefront 2,520 38%
North 830 12%
Central 1,078 16%
Southwest 1,186 18%
South 1,083 16%
Total Parkland Acres 6,697 100%

Source: Chicago Park District, Research and Planning Division, 1998.

* Percent of total (7,341) Chicago Park District acreage.

** Adjusted for non-park facilities.




By working together in
parinership with the City
of Chicago and the Chicego
Park District, we can meet
the challenge of preserving
and protecting more open
space for the residents of
Chicago, and all who enjoy

noture's hounties.

President Jobn H. Stroger, Jr.,
Board of Forest Preserve Com-
missioners, 1995

Forest Preserve District of Cook
County

The Forest Preserve District of Cook
County was created as a county-wide
government by the Illinois legislature in
1918; its board is comprised of the same
members as the Cook County Board. The
mission of the Forest Preserve District is
to acquire, restore, and manage natural
lands as nearly as may be possible in their
natural state and condition, for the
purpose of preserving and protecting the
prairies, forests, wetlands, rivers, and
streams for the education, pleasure, and

recreation of the public.

The Forest Preserve District of Cook
County is the second-largest owner of
public open space in Chicago, with 3,683
acres distributed in three separate areas of
the City. Table 1¢ shows the variety of the
FPDCC's facilities and landholdings in
Chicago. The North Branch Division
consists of 877 acres of forest preserves on
the north side of the city, along the North
Branch of the Chicago River and north of
Foster Avenue. The Indian Boundary
Division consists of 1,786 acres of forest
preserve on the northwest side of the city,
east of the Des Plaines River and north of
Belmont Avenue. The Calumet Division
consists of 1,020 acres of forest preserves
on the far southeast side of the city, near
the Wolf Lake Conservation Area and the

Little Calumet River, and on the

southwest side of the city along Western

Avenue and the city limits.

The vast bulk of the FPDCC’s 67,000-acre
holdings lie outside the city. When the
FPDCC was formed, over two million
people already lived in Chicago, making
land acquisition difficult within its
borders. The FPDCC concentrated its
land buying in outlying areas, where large
tracts of land could be acquired less
expensively, and the agency was highly
successful in this effort. These forest
preserves contain natural areas of high
ecological integrity, and some offer recre-
ational opportunities not available in the
city. Giving Chicagoans better access to
these amenities is a priority for the
FPDCC. The agency plans to connect city
dwellers to its outlying forest preserves
using greenways and other efforts,
including working with public transporta-

tion authorities.




Table 1¢

FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT OF COOK COUNTY

RECREATION FACILITIES IN CHICAGO

Division Areas / Facilities

Acres

North Branch Edgebrook Woods and picnic grove, Indian Road Woods,
Caldwell Woods and picnic grove, Forest Glen Woods and
picnic grove, LaBagh Woods and picnic grove, Billy Caldwell
Golf Course, Edgebrook Golf Course and community clubhouse,
Jensen Toboggan Slide and North Branch Bicycle Trail (paved)

Indian Boundary Catherine Chevalier Woods and picnic grove, Robinson Woods and
picnic grove, Schiller Woods and picnic grove, Che-che-pin-qua Woods
and picnic grove, La Framboise Reserve, Indian Boundary Golf
Course and Des Plaines Multi-Use Trail

Calumet Powderhorn Lake and picnic grove, Burnham Woods, Eggers
Grove and picnic grove, Wolf Lake overlook and picnic grove, Beaubien
Woods and picnic grove, Flatfoot Lake and picnic grove, and
Dan Ryan Woods and picnic grove and Dan Ryan Toboggan Slide

Total Forest Preserve District of Cook County
Acreage in City of Chicago

877

1,786

1,020

3,683
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City of Chicago

The City of Chicago and its various depart-
ments own and maintain a significant
amount of public open space. The City
owns 31 plazas and squares, which consti-
tute more than 20 acres of open space
distributed throughout 16 community
areas. In addition, the Chicago Department
of Water maintains the 10-acre Olive Park
near Grand Avenue and Lake Michigan,
and the Department of the Environment
maintains the North Park Village Nature
Center, which includes 46 acres of natural

areas, wetlands, woodlands, and trails.

Table 1d

CHICAGO OPEN SPACE BY OWNER

The City of Chicago has had jurisdiction
over the boulevard system since its
transfer from the Park District in 1959.
Today, responsibility for the boulevards is
shared among three departments. The
Department of Planning and Development
is responsible for overall planning of the
boulevard system; the Department of
Transportation carries out system
improvements; and the Department of
Streets and Sanitation is responsible for
the maintenance, management and opera-

tions of the system.

Table 1d provides a summary of how the
11,499 acres of open space in Chicago is
distributed among the Chicago Park
District, Forest Preserve District, Illinois
Department of Natural Resources, and
the City of Chicago. In addition, Map 1
shows how the publicly owned open space
is distributed throughout the city.

Owner Acres
Chicago Park District 6,697
Forest Preserve District of Cook County 3,683
[llinois Department of Natural Resources
(William Powers Conservation Area, Wolf Lake) 613
City of Chicago:
Parks, Malls and Plazas 30
North Park Village Nature Center 46
Boulevards (estimate) 405
Other local acres 25
Total Acres 11,499




Map 1

CITY OF CHICAGO
RICHARD M. DALEY
MAYOR
DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING
AND DEVELOPMENT
CHRISTOPHER R. HILL
COMMISSIONER
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